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Reality construction of Television Reality programs:
A Study on the Television Genre Formation Between
Fiction and reality

Hong, Seok Kyeong

(Maitre de contérences, Université de Bordeaux 3)

Since 1990 s has been observed the mixing of reality and fiction in the world
television programs : the fiction treatment of informative contents and the
fiction programs inspired by the real human interest story, The Reality programs
are created as a new television genre on the border between reality and fiction,
The first generation of reality programs invented the reconstruction practice of
everyday life experience of ordinary person and intervened it to solve the
eventual private and public problems, Second generation of reality programs,
marked by world successful audience of “Big Brother”, practiced the mise en
scéne of real life situation, which can produce telegenic sequences and
characters, The last generation of reality programs introduced these techniques,
in other words, the reconstruction and the mise en scéne techniques of real life,
into historic documentary programs. Regarding the important television role in
the reality construction process in the complicated modern society, television
reality programs mixing practices of reality and fiction may put the audiences
into Double Bind situation and let them lose the sense of reality and its
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Key words : Reality programs, reconstitution, genre study
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