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<ABSTRACT>

A Critical Examination of the Concept of Educational Autonomy as the
Foundation for Local Educational Autonomy Systems

Ph.D. in Education, Kongju National University/Hee Tae Chae

This study critically examines the concept of educational autonomy as the
constitutional foundation of local educational autonomy systems and discusses its
key issues. Educational autonomy emerged from post-liberation efforts to
eliminate Japanese colonial legacies and was incorporated into the Education Act
of 1949 to establish a legal basis for the local educational autonomy system. It
was elevated to a constitutional value alongside political neutrality in 1963, with
educational professionalism added in 1980. Notably, all three educational
principles were incorporated following military coups, as coup regimes sought
political legitimacy by accommodating demands from the educational community.
Despite its importance, educational autonomy lacks clear definition or established
scope. Through analysis of relevant legislation and Constitutional Court
precedents, this study confirms that educational autonomy possesses multilayered
and ambivalent characteristics. Paradoxically, it has strengthened centralized
educational administration rather than decentralizing it. To overcome this
paradox, this study suggests complementing educational autonomy with a
“prohibition of undue control” perspective and proposes strengthening
decentralization, establishing cooperative governance between general and
educational autonomy, and developing democratic models ensuring diverse citizen
participation.

Keywords: educational autonomy, local educational autonomy system,
educational professionalism, public nature of education, prohibition of
undue control
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