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[ Abstract |

Archetypal Theory after C. G. Jung:

Special Reference to Henry Corbin’s and James Hillman’s Discussions

Kim, Chae Young
Professor, Dept. of Religious Studies
Sogang University

After Carl Gustav Jung's separation from Sigmund Freud's circle, he tried to identify
the inner depth dimension of the human psyche beyond that of Freud's. To prove
the dimension of the human psyche, Jung studied the various religious materials,
alchemy, occult and mystic materials, fantastic materials and dreams. On his
empirical research for more than 7 years, he began to present the existence of the
collective unconscious beyond the personal unconscious. The key argument of his
research is that in the collective unconscious there are archaic or archetypal
images.

Since his publication of the various archetypal images through the comparative
studies of the human psychic materials, his human understanding has been identified
as an archetypal understanding. And his understanding has influenced modern
academic traditions such as literature, mythology, sociology, religious studies,
psychology, philosophy and so on. Furthermore his research has led a movement to
develop a theory of archetype in many academic disciplines. Especially it has
established the new field of an archetypal criticism in literature, mythology,
religious studies, cultural studies and so on.

His study, in Korean academic society, has been introduced since 1970s.
Nevertheless the independent study of his archetype or archetypal image is not yet
developed much. For the deep understanding of his theory I think that his theory
should be more explored in his original works. I published a comparative study of
the theory of archetype in C. G. Jung's and M. Eliade's works in Studies in Religion
(1999). So in this paper 1 tried to trace the development of Jung's theory of
archetype in the post—Jungian works. It would be impossible to trace them in this
limited paper. Thus I focused on the two important studies of archetype after C. G.
Jung, Henry Corbin's and James Hillman's. Unfortunately their archetypal studies are
not yet even introduced except for the recognition of Henry Corbin as an Islamic
scholar.

Through this study, I havecome to realize that they, like Jung, emphasized the
importance of religiosity in the theory of archetype. Unfortunately this religious

aspect of archetype has been ignored after Jung. As a result, not much study of
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religious dimension of the human psyche is explored deeply in modern academic
fields except for that of religious studies. This situation is the same in Korea. Many
Korean academicians have mentioned the importanceof archetype in their fields but
do not consider the religious dimension of archetype as a crucial point. In this
perspective, I think that Corbin's and Hillman's idea of archetype would correct the
neglected part of archetypal studies.

With this common point of their studies of archetype, 1 also come to find the key
difference of their idea. In the study of archetype, Corbin like Jung maintained the
ultimate monistic unification of archetypal process or individuationprocess but
Hillman unlike Jung emphasized the pluralistic dimensions of archetypal process. To
Corbin, each archetypal process of human life would be integrated in the ultimate
unity of individuation. In contrast, to Hillman, each archetypal process is not
subordinated to the higher archetypal or the individuation process. Hillman
developed his pluralistic realities more 1in relation to William James' Pluralistic

Universe.

» Key Words: Jung, archetype, archetypal psychology, religiosity, Pluralistic
Universe.



