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12) Norman Brown, Love’s Body, New York: Random House, 1966.
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13) Norman Brown, Voices and Visions, Sam Keen ed., New York: Harper & Row,
1974, p. 33.
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15) Norman Brown, Apocalypse and/or Metamorphosis, University of California Press,
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19) LD, p. ix.

20) Y=< #uE A Philip Reiff, Freud The Mind of the Mordlist, University of
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21) LD, p. xi.
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31) Norman Podhoretz, Ex-Friends: Fulling out with Allen Ginsberg, Lionel and
Diana Trilling, Lillian Helman, Hannah Arendt, and Norman Mailer, New York:
The Free Press, 1999, p. 199.

32) Eli Zaretzky, "Norman Brown 1913-2002," Radical Philosophy 118 (March/April,
2003), p. 50.
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38) LD, p. 15.
39) LD, p. 228.
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The Historical Thought Of Norman Brown

Cho, Hanook

This article tries to shed some light on the life of Norman Brown,
an American scholar, writer and social philosopher, and his major work
Life Against Deathv The Psychological Mearing of History. Originally
he was a classical scholar, but in later life delved into the works of
Sigmund Freud, producing Life Against Death In it he showed the
ways in which psychoanalysis could be used to elucidate the course of
human history. What is more, he tried to explain that there could be a
world where there would be no repression. This i1s why the
revolution—oriented youth groups known collectively as the New Left
gathered around him, despite his avoidance of the fame. Life Against
Death is certainly inspired by Freud, but at some point Norman Brown
goes further than Freud, to make his point. He made use of the theories
of Marx, Freud, Herbert Marcuse, Max Weber, and so on, but the

outcome 1s his own original analysis of capitalism.

Key Words : Norman Brown, Life Against Death, Freud, Karl
Marx, Herbert Marcuse, psychoanalysis, repression,
Martin Luther, Max Weber, capitalism, new left
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