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Abstract

A Study on Pluralistic Cosmopolitanism in the Poetry

of Kim Su-Young

Lee, Keon-Joo
Department of Korean Language and Literature
Graduate School, the University of Seoul

Seoul, Korea

Director : Prof. Ryu, Soon-Tae

This study aims to demonstrate that Kim Soo-young consistently pursued a
form of pluralistic world literature that seeks moderation between national
tradition and global civilization, family life and human spirit. By examining the
tensions of cosmopolitanism in his poetry, the study explores his proposal of
moderate pluralism as a solution to such tensions and identifies the cyclical
nature of his vision for pluralistic cosmopolitanism.

Chapter 2 explores the manifestations of tension in Kim Soo-young’s poetry,
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with a focus on modern cosmopolitanism discourse. It reveals that he
foregrounded the conflicts between national tradition and global civilization, and
between family life and the human spirit, as central issues.

Section 1 provides a theoretical overview of Kim’s engagement with tension
and cosmopolitanism, showing that he consistently highlighted these dualities as
core themes.

Section 2 demonstrates how tensions between national traditions and global
civilization emerge as prominent social-level conflicts in his poetry.

Section 3 reveals that the conflict between family life and human spirit
appears as a key issue on the individual level.

Thus, Kim Soo-young’s work can be seen not as “small citizen” literature
focused solely on domestic life, but as pluralistic world literature grappling with
deeper tensions between ethnic traditions and global civilization, family life and
human spirit.

Chapter 3 investigates how Kim Soo-young addressed these tensions, with a
particular focus on the concept of moderation. It reveals that rather than
embracing dialectics —which seeks synthesis at a higher level —Kim proposed
pluralism that strives for balance and temperance between opposing poles.

Section 1 provides a theoretical analysis of Kim’s notion of moderation and
confirms that he advocated pluralism as a means to manage conflicting forces.

Section 2 identifies pluralistic global citizens within his poetry who seek a
balanced middle ground between polarities.

Section 3 explores the portrayal of dynamic global citizens who constantly
shift between opposing values through the practice of moderate temperance.

Accordingly, Kim Soo-young can be seen as a proponent of a pluralistic
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world literature that favors balance and temperance over synthesis, rejecting a
universalism that overrides individual uniqueness.

Chapter 4 discusses the cyclical nature of moderation in Kim’s poetry,
particularly in terms of time and space, arguing that this cyclicality serves as a
practical mode for enacting pluralistic cosmopolitanism.

Section 1 draws on Michel Foucault’s concept of heterotopia to interpret how
Kim conceives of cycles in time and space as practical methods for moderation.

Section 2 shows how temporal cycles—day and night, yesterday and today,
seasons, weather —symbolize the ongoing practice of becoming a moderate
cosmopolitanism.

Section 3 highlights spatial cycles —urban and rural, realistic living space and
transcendental natural space—demonstrating Kim’s vision of becoming a
nomadic cosmopolitanism enacted through movement between these poles.

Thus, Kim Soo-young not only theorized pluralistic cosmopolitanism but also
proposed a concrete, cyclical method for practicing it in time and space.

In conclusion, this study finds that Kim Soo-young actively engaged with the
theme of pluralistic world literature by foregrounding social-level tensions
between national tradition and global civilization, and personal-level tensions
between family life and the human spirit. He offered pluralistic cosmopolitanism
—seeking balance and temperance between opposites—as a solution, and
presented cyclical time and space as the means by which becoming a pluralistic
cosmopolitanism could be practiced.

Contrary to popular belief that Kim Soo-young's poetry is small-citizen
literature, the significance of this study can be found in that he consistently

presented pluralistic world literature that pursues moderation between national
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tradition and global civilization, family life and human spirit.

It is also meaningful in that he proved that the solution to the tension he
proposed is more of a pluralism that pursues moderate balance and temperance
between the two poles, contrary to the conventional belief that it is a dialectic
that synthesizes the opposing anode in a high-level way.

At the same time, this study is meaningful in that it can give many
implications to the discussion of pluralistic cosmopolitanism in various fields
such as education and politics as well as literature by revealing that Kim
Soo-young did not stop at a theoretical search for pluralistic cosmopolitanism

but also presented a way to practice it in a specific time and space.

[] Keywords : Pluralism, Cosmopolitanism, Nation, World, Family, Humanity,

Tension, Dialectic, Moderation, Balance, Temperance, Cycle, Time, Space
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