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Abstract
This paper analyzes Kim Il-ryeol’ s “The Structural Unity of The Story

of Hong Gil-dong” in order to examine how academic persuasiveness is
achieved through specific structural strategies in his writing. Unlike
deconstructive approaches that tend to remain at the level of
enumerating  dispersed meanings, Kim Il-ryeol’ s writing is
characterized by a judgment-centered structure in which an interpretive
conclusion 1s established and subsequently confirmed through textual
organization. To clarify this strategy, the analysis i1s conducted
across multiple levels: sentence composition, paragraph development,
and overall textual structure.

The analysis demonstrates that Kim Il-ryeol’ s writing consistently
follows the same argumentative trajectory at each level. At the
sentence level, interpretation is confirmed early through the use of

nominalized concepts and judgment-oriented predicates. At the paragraph



level, an initial impression of dispersion is acknowledged, after which
a new interpretive principle 1s introduced to reestablish unity. At the
level of overall structure, multiple analytical axes—such as social
meaning, psychological unity, and the logic of power—are arranged in
parallel. Through the repetition of this shared structural pattern, the
text presents its structural unity in a multi-dimensional manner.

This repetitive structure functions not merely as a formal device but
as a rhetorical strategy that guides the reader’ s interpretive
trajectory. Rather than encouraging wunrestricted expansion of
interpretation, the text leads readers through a process in which
previously established judgments are progressively reinforced through
structural repetition. This paper argues that such judgment-centered
writing can be understood as offering an alternative to
explanation-centered academic prose, suggesting the possibility of a
model of academic persuasiveness that derives its force primarily from

structural organization.
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