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A Study on the Meaning of Geography-Based Integrated

Liberal Education Programs*

=Focusing on the Case of the Lecture Entitled “Reading the History
of World War II Through the Lens of Maps and Geography” —

Dong-min Lee**
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Abstract: This study aims to analyze the meaning and potential of a geography-history integrated liberal education
course entitled “Reading the History of World War Il Through the Lens of Maps and Geography.” To this end, the
author guided the participants, who were course students who volunteered to participate, through the completion of
surveys and reflective journals, which were then analyzed using statistical methods and phenomenology, respectively.
The findings revealed statistically significant correlations between the participants' improvements in geographical,
historical, and integrated perspectives. Although these results were not significantly related to the participants’ majors
and geography education backgrounds, male participants had significantly higher means than female participants.
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Additionally, most participants developed a refined, in-depth, and multifaceted understanding of World War 11

histories and interdisciplinary integration based on geography-history integrated perspectives, and many acquired

their citizenships as a result of their improver integrated understanding of World War II histories. based on their

improvements of their integrated understanding of World War II histories. Nevertheless, some participants showed

little change or development despite taking the course. The results of this study facilitate meaningful discussions about

the potential of geography-history integrated liberal education and the direction of future geography education.

Key words: integration, liberal education, geography, history, World War II histories
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