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4.5 Legal capacity and legal acts by personal care robots

Finally, does the concept of personhood apply to robots? As stated by
Asaro (2007) ‘while a robot might someday be considered a person,
we are not likely to face this situation any time soon’. Therefore, in
our opinion the existing laws on agency and liability do not apply at
least in the field of personal care robotics. Accordingly, robots can
neither be granted the notion of legal (or electronic) personhood or
capacity, nor are they subject to civil or criminal liability. Hence,
only its owner shall be responsible for any unlawful act committed by
a robot (or manufacturer, designer, testing agency, state regulation
agency, etc.). In addition, no rights may be acknowledged to robots.

opRlgte 2, Q1A (personhood)?] 7ido] Z%o| A& =717 2= AFut
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29) European Commission (2014), "Guidelines on Regulating Robotics .

67 1



ATAS AlCIOIAS TAY A 2 A2 242 S3 ABAS WHSHA E0f 0f2 47

[

Respondents cited increased safety, lower insurance premiums, and a boost in productivity
provided by AVs over non-AVs

Increased safety 337
1 Lower insurance premiums 323
1 Allows multitasking and productivity while vehicle drives | 292 :

Has highest safety ratings from government agencies ] 281
Switches to self-driving mode on highways | 275

Switches to selfdriving mode in heavy traffic ] 274
Offers better mileage per gallon | 273

Tax breaks are provided for purchase ] 271
Drives on lanes dedicated to AVs where traffic is fluid ] 251
Drops me off, finds a parking spot, and parks on its own ] 237
Novelty of riding in an AV ] 214
Helps the environment because AV has lower emissions ] 212

Lower and more predictable maintenance costs | 204
Can drive elderly people around | 164

Allows me to save money through car sharing ] 131
Allows me to carpool moreoften | ] 113
Can drop off my kids withoutme [ ]103
1} 50 100 150 200 250 300 350

Respondents

QI; Which of the following reasons explain why you said that you are very likely to purchase,
likely to purchase, or neutral about purchasing a fully self-driving car?

Source: BCG U.S. Self-Driving Cars survey 2014, N =1,510.

[A%] SAE international(2015)30)
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