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Abstract

An analysis of the Goyang Apartment City: Ilsan Newtown

Joonwoo Kim*

Goyang City 1s a currently a mega city with more than 1 million residents whose
population grew steadily since the Ilsan Newtown project started in 1990. Total number
of housing 1s 340,000 units and 240,000 units are apartments, which account for over
70% of total housing in Goyang City. After the Ilsan Newtown project, the development
of Goyang City has been proceeding centered around ‘apartments’. When the plan for the
3 newtown projects were announced by the central government in 2019, Changeung,
which is in Goyang City, Newtown project was part of it; it is thus expected that the
urban development of Goyang City would continue to be an apartment—centered one.
Apartment is definitely one of the most important elements of the Goyang City’s
landscape. It is suggested in order to better understand the special characteristics of
Goyang City’s urban landscape, it is necessary to perform comprehensive and continuous
research on the concept of ‘apartment’ given how Goyang City has become an ‘Apartment
City’.

[Isan Newtown has been started in 1990, and it is 30th year anniversary is 2020.
This newtown is chosen as the first theme for an ongoing researching Goyang: the
Apartment City. First, the current state of Ilsan Newtown going through its 30"
anniversary 1s assessed and that is going to set the framework for the planned

continuous research on the Apartment City. The second year research will review special

* Goyang Research Institute, Goyang, Korea
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characteristics of the development of apartment complexes from 1990 to 2000. The third
year research is planned to investigate the development of new apartment complexes
since 2000. This multi—year research will document the evolutionary process of the
development of Goyang City's apartment complexes analyzed. Once Changneung
Newtown project, a 3rd newtown project, 1s finalized further research could proceed to
systematically organize the concept of Goyang City’s urban landscape at the Apartment
City; then spatial characteristics of apartment complexes could be compared and
analyzed to better understand urban contexts and local identity of Goyang City.

An analysis of Ilsan Newtown works on two parts: urban planning and urban design.
This process is based on three masterplan reports; Ilsan Newtown Masterplan (1990),
Ilsan Newtown Landscape Plan (1991), and Ilsan Newtown Urban Design (1993). These
reports include urban vision, goals, indexes and detailed plans to realize built
environment. This chapter compares the original plans and the current state of affairs
wich might point to how well the have been implemented on these grounds: various
indices, spatial concepts such as population, housing supply, density and urban structure.
[t also examines divisional plans and their realization in terms of neighborhood unit plan,
green structure, housing supply, apartment arrangement, and public facilities.

The urban design of the Ilsan Newtown project proposed detailed plans and
guidelines on individual plots under land use and building programs. Ilsan Newtown is
developed under this urban design plan with detailed specifications on density, building
height, open space, car path pedestrian way, etc, This chapter examines urban design
guidelines for different housing types and detailed plans to control various elements of
housing. In proceeding with the comparison of plans with actual implementations, the
conceptual backbone of the plans and special characteristics of the Ilsan Newtown's
apartment complex system are organized and analyzed.

This research also preforms documentation work to collect urban planning and

design of Ilsan Newtown. It analyzes spatial elements of Ilsan Newtown as ‘Apartment



Abstract 147

City’ on different scales from neighborhood unit to housing unit. On neighborhood unit
scale, the documentation work focuses on the urban structure of community and the
composition of urban program at the village scale. The documentation of apartment block
is analyzed on land use: lL.e., the division between public and private spaces. The housing
scale documentation is for collecting visual documents on various housing types that
exist in Ilsan Newtown.

This research aims to analyze urban characteristics of Ilsan Newtown as ‘Apartment
City’ that is based on urban planning and urban design of Newtown. The plans of urban
planning and urban design helps to understand spatial structure and materialize spatial
features of Newtown. It 1s based on analysis by comparing process between original
plans and applications, which was supported by documentation work and mapping of
spatial elements. As a multi—year research, this research methodology would continue
to analyze other cases of apartment development to materialize urban characteristics of

Goyang City as ‘Apartment City’.



