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TSIxtS0| HHHE TS i mix| . . . . .
FeiRiS0| dPEE BASA £ I heritage site. Damage to the ecosystem in Saemangeum could seriously undermine the

integrity of the entire heritage area, including the Seocheon tidal flats. Such degradation

Letter to Judg €S Of admlnlStratlve court would erode international trust in Korea’ s commitment to World Heritage conservation

fI’ om S Ci enti sts and could ultimately lead to the endangered status of the site being reviewed—or even

revoked—by the UNESCO World Heritage Committee.

Furthermore, the Sura tidal flat, designated as the proposed airport site, is the last

remaining natural tidal flat in the Saemangeum area. It provides habitat for at least 59

To the Honorable Chief Judge Lee Juyoung, Judge Moon Jiyong, and Judge Ko o ] ) .
legally protected species in Korea and 27 internationally endangered species. It also

Chulman,
serves as a critical stopover and breeding site for internationally important migratory

birds. As a "blue carbon” ecosystem, the tidal flat plays a vital role in mitigating climate
change. Preserving such ecosystems is essential for Korea to fulfill its international

obligations to conserve biodiversity.
We are experts from a range of fields including ecology, ornithology, environmental

science, and geography. We wish to express our deep concern regarding the severe . ) ) )
However, the Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment (SEIA) for this project has

environmental and safety risks posed by the proposed Saemangeum International ] .
revealed serious procedural and substantive flaws. The SEIA report lacked adequate

Airport project. ) o o ) ) o
investigation into the local biodiversity, and even the ecological significance that was

identified was not properly reflected in the assessment process. Despite confirming

The planned airport site is located adjacent to the “Getbol, Korean Tidal Flats,” a , , ) o
habitats of threatened species, no concrete avoidance or mitigation plans were

UNESCO World Natural Heritage Site that includes the Seocheon and Gochang tidal ) o . ) )
established. The project is being pushed forward without clear explanations or remedial

flats. This area bears significant international responsibility for the conservation of . i
measures for the associated risks.

ecologically important ecosystems. In particular, the Saemangeum region maintains

ecological continuity with the Seocheon tidal flats, including Yubudo Island. As such, it . )
Moreover, this flawed SEIA has served as the foundation for the broader Saemangeum

is not merely a surrounding area but plays an essential role in sustaining the value and . . ) ) .
Development Master Plan, raising the risk of widespread and irreversible damage to

integrity of the World Heritage site. ) ) . ) )
the entire ecosystem of the Saemangeum region. This is a grave issue that violates

the fundamental purpose of environmental assessments and the state’ s duty to

UNESCO currently regards strengthening the integrity of Korea’s World Natural o . ) o )
ensure procedural rationality and legality. Notably, the proposed airport site is in a bird-

Heritage tidal flats as a key objective. Within this context, the Saemangeum region must . . . ) . )
concentrated area. According to internal government evaluations, the risk of bird strikes

be recognized as a core ecological space that upholds the value and integrity of the o ) . ) ) o . ) )
in this area is up to 636 times higher than at Muan Airport. Building an airport in a region
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where fatal bird strikes are projected to occur once every 19 to 84 years poses a significant s

threat to aviation safety. OlSI{ XHCHE W O FOFEHE W~ & MBCHUEAIN T O[AFE

The Saemangeum region is not simply a tidal flat; it is a critical ecological axis that supports M2 St Z4H0| IR 7HXIU = YELIAHEE EAst AN RQUIAT MAIKIARLACE

the ecological foundation of the " Getbol, Korean Tidal Flats” World Heritage system. NEHE O USLICE HMAF EE 21710l Mt 2732 TRE Bt U= 22HH2

Therefore, the construction of the Saemangeum International Airport is not merely a local QUIAZT MAIRAMM 23 7km BN U0, MAHMN SS6t 7IxI7t J}SLICE §H=

development issue—it directly concerns the integrity of a World Heritage site and Korea' s HEJI QUIAT MAKQAS XI26ts SAl0| HIZ T 29| MECIM S st = 22

credibility in the international community. =H35| BEQULICE 3E HER2 MSEE 2#Z2E 7|E0IUXIBt XZ2 R st A AL|CE
LEle 22 RAUAI M ZREEZ Qs BHEHEF 7| ZALE SHRMSLICL BETLOI

We respectfully urge the court to fully recognize the seriousness of this matter. If a IZHEES STt ME2 L3O X6 &td H ZHA H& BIIE ZAISH0F St A2

judgment is made based on procedural legitimacy and sound scientific evidence, the =I5t ARJULICH =20l A EECHE 8371 F2F A7 YMEHA = oF ELICH Thekol I3 0|

Saemangeum International Airport project should not proceed as currently planned. LMSICHH B2 MAMA METHS0| 00| 233 UM SS 25| LOE=Al7| HIZHLICH

We earnestly appeal for a prudent decision by the court—one that protects the tidal flat
ecosystems of the Saemangeum area, honors Korea’ s international commitments, and Much of South Korea’s tidal flats support highly valuable biodiversity and thus are

ensures the safety of both people and nature. designated as UNESCO World Heritage sites. Sura flat is only 7 km away from the heritage
site and equally valuable, supporting 27 globally threatened species of migratory birds. It
Thank you. is a sheer antinomy that the government is boastful of UNESCO World Heritage and on
the other hand willing to destroy biodiversity at the site. The airport plan was a bad idea
Experts from Korea and around the world to begin with and now is an irresponsible policy. We have recently witnessed a terrible
aircraft tragedy at Muan Airport caused in part by bird strike. It makes every sense that the
_— government must halt the project and conduct a new series of thorough environmental and
economic impact assessments. God forbid that another air crash should ever happen in

Sura. If it happens, however, let it be known that many world experts have loudly warned.
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Ding Li Yong

Regional Flyway Coordinator (Asia), BirdLife International
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ZItol| CIE™, MEAH2 7Moo = 82t O12] Ol &2l EME BUSHH, 0] & 2352 IUCN
HUZE0 SHHE A7ISLULICH ®MtE M= S& EXl= M40 0 & U0,
M2t 2 REE O|st= EM HAIZ0ll 25t 2&2 0IF & otz &3 et
SHAME E 247t ELICHL §35] =2 AL 2 MEts 2H X290l ot U= 0K} AteA
SHEC HEE, SHHEE SR YEHAIE RXlstd ASLICH 22 ZA0| MEH =2t=

7H&(Grey Plover) 1t 22 ZF S0l A &=l Bt= MAX|E MS3HH, 27(217[(Tundra
Bean Goose) 2| 2 ZAE 0| 0185t USLICEL OF22 715 2 E17I152!
F20I =R (Great Knot, EN), Z2MZ|Z017|(Saunders’s Gull, VU), 2RI E| = (Bar-
tailed Godwit, NT), SOIA|Ot 1R OF

osculans) S& 0l X|Y9E 0|83t U= H2E LIEHSLICE $M RUIAT MIA R

O}H

HA2M 2|2 M (Eurasian Oystercatcher ssp.

HIEAIOl STHE X 240tEIX| 242 AIFO0IDY, 22 STHE I8t ZHI7H I8 S0l
27511, MHZHO| QB0 7B HIAIRAH(IN Danger)” S0l STHE 7H5 40| H7I=iD
[}

USLICE SAlo =2t 2HH0|2h= MENH O = AF 6t X|H90| S0I1Z 2= 8l
SOAIOH-CHYS EMOISZZ0IM B3| A2 7Hsd Al BiXIE =~ SA&LICE Ol &t
AtEiE SRIALS| Ol A CHEFZI=2| Kt R4 HFXOIX|of CHEH Al=[E XM E & OtLl2t,

MECHYY BX0| e =8 2/ 2 Oldol= 28X &= 0= HLICH
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Recognising the strong progress that the Republic of Korea has made in protecting

coastal wetlands in the Yellow/West Sea of Korea in the recent years, BirdLife is deeply
concerned about the potential construction of the Saemangeum New Airport and its
impacts of some of the most important congregations of migratory waterbirds in East

Asia. If built, the new airport will have severe ecological impacts on Seocheon Getboal,

a UNESCO World Heritage property that was inscribed less than three years ago and
recognised on the basis of its Outstanding Universal Value for migratory birds. The available
data is unequivocal in demonstrating this biodiversity value, and surveys show that the site
regularly supports more than 80,000 waterbirds, including 23 species on the IUCN Red List.
The proximity of the proposed Saemangeum Airport to the wetlands of Seocheon Getbol
will have major negative consequences for populations of migratory waterbirds dependent
on both Seocheon and the mudflats at Sura, and for air safety. The Sura intertidal flats on
their own are also globally important. Recent data shows that Saemangeum’ s remaining
wetlands at Sura provide critical high tide roosts for shorebird species such as the Grey
Plover, and roosts for large flocks of the Tundra Bean Goose. Very large congregations

of shorebirds continue to use these wetlands, including threatened and near threatened
waterbirds such as the Great Knot (EN), Saunders’s Gull (VU), Bar-tailed Godwit (NT),
and the unique, east Asian subspecies of the Eurasian Oystercatcher ssp. Osculans. It
would be unfortunate if, soon after the inscription of Phase | and during the process of
nomination of Phase Il, Seocheon Getbol, one of the finest wetlands in East Asia, may be
considered for the UNESCO World Heritage in Danger List, while the ecologically precious
wetlands of Sura, what remains of Saemangeum, may be irreversibly damaged and loss

from the EAAF forever.
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2|ICH=AIC &t =

&h=o| ZHH2 850F O| &2l CHE MM SE, 1505 0 &

fO| Sl =7, 3705 Ol MMRERQ

MAXIOIA =HA EMEAIZ T 5| A7HKIE AFHOH X' 2021 MebMA-NE-HY-

H>

2 4702 2 (QMT 1,284 i, ETY 746k)0| ZHIHETY F 2|10 AUES

el QUIAZ MAXIARMCE SEEIUSLICE MEE S XM 22t 7km

2 LHOll QIXISH MAHZHHS O] SOl A 7HE BES EAH 7N

902t Of2|Q| 7HAIE 2ot UASLICE MHHUS &

ZAIAAE T A (JUCN) Ol EERHE (Red List) 22 X
HAYBE| = e= BEQZ S (Critically Endangered)2
S FMIAl 2F 500-1000 7HA & =0l =SR] = 2

H=0A EE2Z CHA 0|2 = O EEH (Extinct in the Wild) 2F 2 ® (Extinct) 54oll gi&L|C}

L& E8lste MAUL0| MBI FAUIES HEE H

Ho=2 FFE|MH IUCN EE2dH

JES A =Y, SR =7t

1=}
TN EE, Z EEE = UASLICL OIME MARSLUSEN S MAAHE2 MAFEHOZ

|, Ol St O 2 THAI7H &7HsEt

SENSEO MUSUSSHEAIY ML IIM = MM A XIE Zdshs LS Sl
HMSS RSt MES0 Olxl= GES 2AsHe 2 UCHD FESHILL Ol= 6AS| HA =7t
B Hslsh= S0l Hln A & M Ssh= YES0 siekls SAJLICHL HXMEL N E
MENA =20l ol2st ol0l EE LI 7|0 Mt 4=SolA= 7IEQ MAKIE HAE = U=
CHRHS EAet AIZHY HR7F EMSHA| E&LICHE 12, HXE2|Ee/I EEQ S BHAE
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The tidal flats of Korea are home to over 850 species of large benthic invertebrates, more
than 150 species of marine algae, and over 370 species of benthic diatoms. Recognized

for their ecological rarity and international significance as stopover sites for migratory birds,
four tidal flat areas—Shinan, Seocheon, Gochang, and Boseong—Suncheon (1,284 km?

of heritage area and 746 km? of buffer zone)—were inscribed as UNESCO World Natural
Heritage sites in 2021. Among them, the Seocheon tidal flat, located within a 7 km radius of
the planned Saemangeum New Airport site, is the area with the highest number of migratory
birds observed, supporting around 900,000 individual birds annually. Of the approximately
110 species of waterbirds that visit Seocheon, 23 are listed as threatened species on the
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List. Notably, the Spoon-billed
Sandpiper is classified as Critically Endangered. As of 2025, the global population of the
Spoon-billed Sandpiper is estimated to be only about 500 to 1,000 individuals. After the
Critically Endangered category on the IUCN scale, the next levels are Extinct in the Wild
and Extinct. If the Seocheon tidal flat, including Yubudo, is impacted by the construction of
the Saemangeum New Airport, the Spoon-billed Sandpipers may go extinct from the Earth.
As a World Heritage Site, the Seocheon tidal flat possesses Outstanding Universal Value

(OUV), meaning it is an irreplaceable habitat on a global scale.

The strategic environmental impact assessment for the Saemangeum New Airport project,
published by the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport, claims that the impact

on migratory birds and other wildlife can be minimized through the creation of alternative
habitats. However, this approach may only be effective for species with large populations
and relatively high adaptability to changing environments. For species like the Spoon-
billed Sandpiper, which are ecologically sensitive and already critically endangered, there
is neither time nor an alternative place to substitute their existing habitat. It is important to
note that the primary cause for the downgrade of the spoon-billed sandpiper to Critically
Endangered status was the construction of the Saemangeum seawall. In 1999, before the

seawall was completed, up to 200 individuals were observed in the Saemangeum area,
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but the loss of tidal flats due to the project caused a rapid population decline, bringing the
species to the brink of extinction. The Saemangeum New Airport will damage the remaining
critical habitat for these birds and bear the infamous responsibility of contributing to the
extinction of an irreplaceable species on Earth. | urge you to consider wisely whether the

benefits of the new airport truly outweigh such an irreversible cost.

Sayam U. Chowdhury
PhD Candidate of Zoology, University of Cambridge & Spoon-billed Sandpiper Task Force
Coordinator, East Asian-Australasian Flyway Partnership (EAAFP)

Bl Aol 2 st 24 MAX| 20| Zdtoll Mt CHEFE= Maiete] MH-REE
ZHE2 SOLAIOH-CHY= A 0|5 B2 H0IM MAIXMSE BE 2|7(ol M3t SMS oA 0L
SF Tl 7HEIASLICE O] XI¥2 0iE 0lSsh= EME0| L 2EE = =2 MAIXIZA,

= HH S 0|2st USLICE 0] XI¥2 §3| 7I2E ol Hstaks Al (0121)

HAHSOH R SREt Fa2 O AZLICH 212 AH=0 [HEH, 921t 102 AO[ol =01l A
= =71 BEBIET7HH =2 #6ll2l O2] CHE XY EELCHEOMK| 1

U REEE HIRE MHAHO| 0] 2| =7| Mol AN xHXISHs SRE0| L 22& 1

LICE Ol ME2 &3l E 2 &= &R H I HME 0IS5H7| ™oll, ol XIE HISSH | 2/sH

M
QUEo| ZE5t A0 T QEsHs O BALICH TIRM REES 212 2 MAIXIC]
HAS CQBHAM U2 22, 01 Z0| MoHolA JHE {25t AI7IS MBH o= Eltst= o

Z2 H HAZEO| XY BHEE CHE MAIN 2E Q7] EME=Z£ &M(Ciconia boyciana),

X Of M (Platalea minor), 2017 = (Calidris tenuirostris), & CH2| =2 AFE(Tringa guttifer),
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2t 2| 0= 2 (Numenius madagascariensis) S2| 21 71E0| A{&LICH EESt, 7H2l (Anser
cygnoides), .= 2H 2|8 2 (Egretta eulophotes), Z2MH2|Z0H 7| (Chroicocephalus

saundersi) 2t 242 FUEE 0| Al7| SOt H7|Ho= BHEE| T USLICE

Ol2{er Il #H&E Zits REEQ 1 FH HHO| SHNHE IR St EX XH9AS

Oil, Ol XIY0| +=E2 BE 7| EEMHAM =2 HAIX[t

HSKE AZsts SLE ZM S 7= AES ot AUCks HollA, e A2 S
KA 5t s EXIQ| 27t AIEEE Z&std USLICH

Following widespread intertidal habitat loss across the Yellow Sea, the intertidal island
of Seocheon—-Yubu-do on Korea’s west coast has become a vital refuge for globally
threatened waterbirds along the East Asian—Australasian Flyway. The site regularly
supports significant numbers of migratory waterbirds, including several species facing a

high risk of extinction.

Among the most notable is the Critically Endangered Spoon-billed Sandpiper Calidris
pygmaea, which uses Yubu-do and its surrounding mudflats during migration. The area
appears to be particularly important for first-year (juvenile) birds on southward migration in
autumn. Recent data indicate that more juvenile Spoon-billed Sandpipers are recorded in
the Seocheon tidal flat, including Yubu-do, during September and October than in parts

of the Yellow Sea with higher observer effort, highlighting the area’ s significance in the
early life cycle of this species. These birds likely depend on Yubu-do’ s productive intertidal
flats to build energy reserves before their onward flight across the Yellow Sea to southern
China and beyond. The conservation of Yubu-do and surrounding tidal habitats is therefore
essential not only for shorebirds more broadly, but also for facilitating successful migration

during the most vulnerable stage of life for this species.

Other globally threatened waterbirds recorded at the site in recent years include

Endangered species such as the Oriental Stork Ciconia boyciana, Black-faced Spoonbill
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Platalea minor, Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris, Nordmann’s Greenshank Tringa guttifer,
and Far Eastern Curlew Numenius madagascariensis. Vulnerable species such as the
Swan Goose Anser cygnoides, Chinese Egret Egretta eulophotes, and Saunders’s Gull

Chroicocephalus saundersi have also been observed regularly during this period.

These repeated observations underscore the international conservation significance of
Yubu-do and surrounding tidal flats. They also highlight the urgent need for strengthened
protection to maintain the ecological integrity of this key migratory stopover, which forms
an essential link between breeding and wintering sites for numerous threatened shorebird

Species.
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Goose), A=2ME|1Z0171(Saunders’s Gull), 22 2|2 A (Eurasian Oystercatcher ssp.
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Sharon Macdonald
Alexander von Humboldt Professor of Social Anthropology, Director of the Hermann
von Helmholtz Centre for Cultural Techniques, & Co-Director of inherit - heritage in

transformation (Centre for Advanced Study) at the Humboldt University, Berlin
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Across the world, it is increasingly being recognised how vitally important places such as
the Sura tidal flat are for numerous reasons, including their role as natural heritage of global
significance. The proximity of this tidal flat to the neighbouring Seocheon tidal flat, listed by
UNESCO as of Outstanding Universal Value, would, according to my own judgement as a

heritage expert, surely bring the latter’ s UNESCO status into question. This would mean
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that South Korea would join one of only a few ignominious instances of countries which
have had UNESCO world heritage listings revoked. For this reason, as well as for the the
simple fact of the the preciousness of this site for nature, | urge that the site is preserved for

future generations.

Matt Kondolf

Professor of Environmental Planning, University of California Berkeley
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Given Korea’ s embrace of environmental goals and a green future, it’s more than a bit
jarring to see the proposal for yet another airport to be built on tidal flats that provide critical
habitat for 27 species of globally threatened migratory birds. The proposed airport on

Sura Tidal Flat duplicates the functions of the adjacent Gunsan airport, whose underused
runways show that there is no real demand for a new airport serving the same market.
While the airport functions are duplicative, the habitat that will be destroyed is unique,
constituting one of the last undisturbed areas of tidal flats suitable for important bird
species. This project is simply a bad idea, a scheme that will profit some well-connected

investors while doing severe damage to a critical ecosystem — an ecosystem that extends
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hundreds of kilometers along the East Asian Flyway, supporting thousands of birds, and

which depends on key habitats such as Sura Tidal Flat.

Randolf T. Hester

Professor Emeritus, University of California Berkeley
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The airport proposed in the Sura Tidal Flat is among the most ill-conceived and destructive
airports that | have ever been asked to evaluate in 50 years of such work. | have done
environmental and economic impact assessments in the United States, Taiwan and Korea.
Given Korea' s own stated environmental goals | can not imagine how this project can be
justified. Like most coastal nations Korea filled much of its wetlands in the past 100 years.
But unlike other powerful leading nations which have recognized the value of wetlands

for climate action and are restoring their wetlands, Korea continues outdated practices.
Korea talks a good game about contributing to a sustainable future, but its actions speak
louder than words. The airport in the Sura Tidal Flat must be stopped if Korea wants to be

considered a partner in the worldwide effort to create a sustainable future.

117



=
Kb ZHHOl 22U 2 (A 59T Q| I HSF 1 27F 2| Xl EE |7 ZFQ| MAIXIOIXL,
SOOI Y= EAM 015 Z2ES S S 7|IZKIYULICHL E27H2 YEHAIZM 7| S5t
2tStoll = 7|045k= Ol XY S /Hsh= A2 MECIAYS A E 2 otLlz2h &= FHA EX

UASLICHL HE LR AtZ0ll 2 0] X2 FtS 8 CHH| Z|CH 636810l EShs ZRES
QB0 A= A2E LIEIRCH, &3 X0l 41215t 230l ELICH MEIE2 T st e
CH&O| otel, st=ol &3 A AzlE &6t sid XIHULICH EXE BTt EL0l Al S

Aol 20IZ == 8= LeHE =it =XA M2E ed= Z0t=E 0|01&

As an environmental planning scholar, | express strong concern about the serious
ecological and safety risks of the proposed Saemangeum Airport. The site borders
UNESCO-listed tidal flats and plays a vital role in maintaining their ecological integrity. Sura
Tidal Flat, the last natural wetland in Saemangeum, is habitat to 59 nationally protected

and 27 globally endangered bird species, and serves as a key stopover on the East Asian-
Australasian Flyway. As a blue carbon ecosystem, its preservation is also critical for climate
mitigation. Developing this area would not only threaten biodiversity but also undermine

Korea’s global conservation commitments and risk the integrity of its World Heritage sites.

The project’s Strategic Environmental Assessment is critically flawed—lacking adequate

species surveys and mitigation plans despite known risks. Government data suggests the
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likelihood of bird strikes is up to 636 times higher than at Muan Airport, posing a serious
threat to aviation safety. Saemangeum is not just a development site, but a cornerstone of
Korea’ s environmental credibility. Moving forward without a thorough reassessment risks

irreparable ecological damage and loss of international trust.
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Heritage is not merely the preservation of the past; it is a matter of determining the kind of
future to be shaped and the values to be upheld. Sura tidal flat is a cradle of life formed over
8000 years, a heritage that cannot be artificially restored. It is a place visited by children
seeking to witness endangered species with their own eyes. Sura tidal flat maintains
ecological continuity with the neighboring Seocheon tidal flat, contributing directly to the

integrity of this UNESCO World Heritage site. The Saemangeum New Airport project is not
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a simple case of regional development; it stands in direct contradiction to Korea’s stated
environmental commitments to the international community. This is an issue of national
credibility and honour on a global scale. The court’ s ruling will extend beyond the scope

of administrative validity. It will serve as a defining statement of whether Korea chooses to
respect the value of life. Preserving the sura tidal flat is both a scientific imperative and an
ethical obligation. This ruling will determine whether a heritage formed over millennia will be
sacrificed for an economically unviable airport project or whether its value will be protected

for future generations. The full weight of this historic responsibility now lies with the court.

£015-0] 32017t 2= The Whanganui Kiiaka Collective

(Dr. Billy van Uitregt, Cecelia Kumeroa, and Tania Te Huna)

EM, Eol FOPHEREL=R) #2 EEQ| =22

0=
="E
,*.
1o
12
_>,:
i
r_\,'_
(=]
Hl
A

[
ASIEX| JMAGIA Bt KI2[H ZA R S22l L49f 3HAIE E2{=-LICH
FOFt= QRS AAOIMEH 2He

EIEO0ILE FXI A S0 S20] AA X 28t Qe E RARILICE Ol28t AZE S 3 & 26t

[
&l
X
k>
mun
El
>
fu
i
lfo
(o]
N
el
o
0
=]

2

AES BiLICEH Or2| 012 (iwi, £F)S0AH R0 t= BE MS 0 FAlgel a0I0, X ALS|
H ZSHQ EatRLtol EHQl EXHLICH MM 02l MAIXIQt EE MOl YE
7542 Ql8stes Z2E2 2 0i2(Q EalRAE I8shs A LICH N8| #0H+0| & 7|t
A SSHOIA U0, X|Q| FOFH= XIHALS| 2 MIAIE Q& sts &E(EF, tohu)OlAL 1
SUYYES LMA== ETLLICE Ololl, SOLAOH-CHYS Z A OIS Z22(EAAF)E
M2t AZE DE SSHE0| [0l MAXIE &&5HR R=E, =ME Ll A1S35tn

ER

2t50| QELRILICE =2t 2HH 0| ZL, F07H M A K[t

120

The amazing ecology and life-history of Migratory species such as Kuaka (bar-tailed
godwits) exposes the limitations of prevailing human geographies embedded in state-
centric sociopolitical systems. They have connected distant places and peoples since
before human history, establishing an antiguity that is poorly recognised in human discourse
and politics. Those connections have become threatened, and the decisions of diverse
state actors are foundational to ameliorating those threats. For Maori iwi (tribes), the Ktaka
are fundamental to tribal traditions and identity, and integral part of local and collective
cultural heritage. As such, any decision made that may threaten Kuaka habitats and their
ability to survive as a species, threatens Maori cultural heritage. For our uri-based research
group in Whanganui, our local kliaka have become tohu (symbols) of the connectedness
of our local community to the rest of the world, and of the fragility of those connections.

We implore diligence and absolute asurity that all of our connected communities along the
East Asian Australasian Flyway to take every caution and action to avoid damaging Kuaka
habitat. In the case of the Sura tidal flats, we ask relevant authorities to make decisions
that ensure that Kuaka habitat and lifeways are protected. Rest assured that our uri-based

Whanganui Kuaka Collective is working to do the same here.
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A new jangseung is being erected beside the old,
weathered Maori jangseung that was set up long ago.
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Historic Court Victory
against Saemangeum New Airport —
Thank You for Your Solidarity with Sura

Dear friends,

On September 11, 2025, the Seoul Administrative Court ruled
to cancel the Master Plan for the Saemangeum New Airport
— a truly historic decision. The Court found that the Ministry
of Land, Infrastructure and Transport had failed to properly
assess the risk of bird strikes and the ecological impact on tidal
flats and migratory species, and therefore declared the plan
unlawful. While government agencies are afforded a degree

of discretion in formulating administrative plans, the Court
determined that the Ministry had exceeded those bounds. This
decision represents a meaningful step in placing the value of
public interest and life above narrow development logic.In a
world where environmental lawsuits so often fail in the face of
development, we asked if the law could save the kiiaka. What
has emerged is the opposite: the kiiaka have saved the law,

opening a new path for justice.
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We have prevailed at the first-instance trial. However, should the government
appeal, the plaintiffs will be required to undertake additional preparations.
We therefore ask you to remain attentive and closely engaged as this case
progresses. This ruling goes beyond halting a single project. It stands as a
significant milestone that shows what choices societies must make in an age
of climate and ecological crisis.

This victory was made possible not only by the struggles here in Korea, but
also by the solidarity of friends around the world. The messages, videos,
statements, and articles of solidarity you shared were an enormous source

of strength. Your voices gave us courage and hope, and they played an
important role in making this judgment possible.

We urge the Korean government to respect this ruling and take it as an
opportunity to reconsider development projects planned in ecologically
fragile areas — including Gadeokdo and Jeju 2nd airports. Now is the time to
move away from short-term economic gains and instead safeguard what truly
matters: the lives of people and all living beings, the safety of communities,
and the future we all share.

This judgment is a signal of hope. Protecting the smallest forms of life is,

in truth, protecting the survival of us all. Together with friends across the
world, we will continue to march with all living beings, on the path of life

and peace.

With deep gratitude and solidarity,

Birds and People’s March

Joint Action for Cancellation of Saemangeum New Airport
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Can the Godwit Speak?
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On September 11th 2025, the lawsuit for the cancellation of the Saemangeum
Airport Development project prevailed against the Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure and Transport’s desire to build a new airport onto Sura - one

of the last remaining tidal flat areas in Gunsan. In the process Gunsan’s
remaining wet ecology remains alive for the time being. Before the two
hundred and sixty kilometer trek from the Jeonbuk Regional Environmental
Office, members of the Bird and People’s March asked the question, ‘Can the
law save the Bar-Tailed Godwit?’ This shorebird, as it was discovered in 2008,
can travel up to thirteen thousand kilometers in one flight. Sura and the Bar-
Tailed Godwit are entangled with one another - as it is a vital resting place

for the Godwit who crosses from New Zealand to Alaska. This knowledge
was only known two years after the plans of the new airport development
were paraded both by the state and media as a massive development plan. If
anything encapsulates the characteristics of the dark anthropocene it is the
logic in which ‘human’ development has towered over the desire for other
knowledge and ways of being. Buildings over trees, dams over rivers, airports
over tidal flats. Can the law which is fixated on protecting the ‘human’ - and

by this I mean the idea of the human really protect the Bar-Tailed Godwit?

It was revealed at the last moments, that while we marched asking the

question of whether the law can save this Bar-Tailed Godwit, that it was

208

indeed the Godwit which may have saved us from inching closer to an even
darker anthropocene. While we as humans, who desired to save Sura, may
have walked together with each other it was the non-human comrades which
had already paved the way for our lawsuit. Jonas Staal’s artwork and the
instrumentalization of the artwork in Nam Tae Ryeong is a reminder and
intervention of such a statement. It is a reminder that their extinction need

not exclusively signal their being as victims of global capitalism rather that
perhaps they are part of the missing masses of revolutions past. If invoking the
spectres of revolutions past was part of the march - from the battle of Ugeumti,
to recent events in Nam Tae Ryeong, we must also recognize how crucial the
nameless and unknowable birds were to the lawsuit as they sacrificed their
lives by falling to bird strikes. From this vantage point, the sentiment that

the non-human comrades have saved us from the law exceeds the realm of

metaphor into historical reading of humanity over the course of centuries past.

If indeed the Godwit saved the law, the question still remains whether the law
or the institution of law as it is, is worth saving in a time of climate disaster.
Can the law liberate Sura from the enclosure that is the seawall? Will we be
able to recognize the speech of other migratory birds and non-human subjects

in time for Sura’s survival?
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