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114  REFLECTION _ TONY

15 Million Steps




We have been walking now for twelve days. Every day we walk an average
of ten to fifteen kilometers. My step tracker tells me that on the average day
of the march I will take approximately 20,000 steps. With each step forward
we pass different cities and provinces which are clearly demarcated by traffic
signs and the changing of police escorts. Walking with us is the Bar-Tailed
Godwit, known for its ability to travel extremely long distances during its
migration. We learned through the march that the Bar-Tailed Godwit will stop
once in Sura from its travel from New Zealand to Alaska. Speaking of steps,
did you know that if a person were to walk the distance between New Zealand
and Alaska that it would take approximately 15 million steps? I do the math to
see how many steps we would take as we march to the administrative court in
Seoul. Based on approximations, if thirty individuals were to march from the
Jeonju Regional Office of Environment to the administrative court in Seoul
the total amount of steps we would collectively take would be approximately

12 million steps.

While we are constantly aware of where we walk, through traffic signs,
banners and storefronts that often tell you the region, I wonder if the Bar-
Tailed Godwit can notice when it arrives at a new place. How can it know
when it has come to Sura? Does it notice the rice fields on the way? Or the

ancient Korean architecture in the cities like Gongju or Buyeo? In other

116

words what sort of landscapes does a Bar-Tailed Godwit lay witness to? I
wonder how much of the borders we emphasize go recognized by our more-
than human companions - from borders between nation-states, provinces,
cities, towns, and all the rest. While we march in solidarity with the Bar-
Tailed Godwit for whom such boundaries may seem nonexistent, we do so by
navigating such boundaries that matter so dearly to the human. As we walk the
countryside from town to town, there is always a question in the back of my
mind as we enter new boundaries. How will the townspeople there accept our
march? Will they have heard of it? Will they appreciate the reasons why we

are marching to Seoul?

These thoughts are a reminder that with each step that we take, we create new
relationships to the places around us. As we may recognize the landscape by
this process of bordering, walking with the Bar-Tailed Godwit can remind us
that recognizing a border, a landscape, or a place is a practice rather than mere
representation. I do not walk for a nation, or a region, or a specific province.
Rather, our slow march challenges this distinction by relying on the Bar-Tailed
Godwit and our own two feet. What kind of borders are made in solidarity
with our non-human comrades? And what geographies are recalled by the

feeling of my feet as it touches the asphalt?
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