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REFLECTION _ TONY

Walking in-between worlds

=

. There 'are too many holes to count. As I'stare into the distance, it seems as if

the sorl 1s bubblrng Out from such t1ny holes emerge even smaller beings. -
Crustaceans but ones that are as small as the tiniest pebble on a beach. There
are so many - t00 many: to count, I look beyond the horizon, squint my eyes to

suddenly see that the holes I’ve been focus1ng on stretch across. So much so

 that it 1s far beyond my own eyes1ght | can only 1mag1ne in my mind that such

liftle crabs are there beyond the distance, beyond my reach. have a ‘Strange

: thought I wonder if T were to be a crab whether I would think the tidal flat

stretches as far as-the stars do to'the human naked eye Whlle I cannot know I

still ask what is'it to lrve in'this wotld for, our crab berngs‘?




As we make our way to Seoul I am constantly reminded of the many worlds
that inhabit this planet. Worlds within worlds, and worlds which have passed
and ones which have yet been encountered. What is a world to the shorebird?
To the cranes? To the venus clam? What temporalities and spatialities do they
inhabit? Everyday before the start of our march we learn about a world that
isn’t like ours. Worlds which aren’t dependent on capitalist development,

but are often the victims of it. Worlds which are eradicated by humanity’s
dependency on economic markets, weapons manufacturing, and territorial
enclosures. In the wake of the US’ never ending wars, including its occupation
of South Korea, Sura is one of such worlds that are endangered. I heard that
since the construction of the Saemangeum Seawall, ocean water is only let into
the tidal flats once a day. The lack of salt water on a tidal flat will not only kill
all life underneath it but rot the soil. Many people who have joined the march

told me that most of the tidal flat is rotting due to the insufficient amount of

96

salt water that Sura is allowed to have. Yet, I do not believe that this march is a
response to the crises of the end of the world that is Sura. Philosopher Deborah
Danokowski critiques the Western assumption of climate crises as one that is

a 21st century condition. Worlds have already ended and are ending. So why
walk now?

While I cannot speak for everyone, I walk for the simple reason that Sura is
still yet alive. That the migratory birds still call the tidal flats their home. That
for the millions of crabs the tidal flat remains infinite. I walk to choose life
over death, because the value of life cannot be calculated by profits, territory
and occupation. To walk in-between worlds has not been easy. The asphalt

is hot and the cars that zoom by are a constant reminder that the road is not
meant to be walked with our two legs. Yet the unexpected breeze of the wind,
the drowning sound of cicadas, and the joy and laughter in-between have

never felt sweeter.
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