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146  REFLECTION _TONY

Notes On Endurance




On September 5th, we had finally passed Namtaeryeong and made our way
into Seoul. By doing so we had roughly walked over 200 kilometers across
the peninsula. Whether it was the blisters on our feet, the aching muscles, the
tanness of our skins, walking in the midst of climate crises could only leave a
mark on our bodies. People ask or often comment whether we are okay, or that
it must have been tough to walk all the way into the city. The most common
response that we offer is that it has not been hard at all, and in fact the walk
has been filled with joy, love and hope even as we understand the difficulty of
our struggle. What does our corporeal transition over the span of the month

signify in the context of our steady spirit?

Anthropologist Elizabeth Povinelli talks at length about the notion of
endurance in an era of late liberalism. Endurance in the context of late
liberalism refers to the exhausting persistence that is required to exist under

conditions that seek to eliminate or suppress one’s way of being. It also refers
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to the energy required to weather certain social, political and environmental
pressures that come with surviving the extractive violence of late industrial

capitalism and developmentalism. The shorebirds and the different forms of
life which enter one of the last remaining tidal flats in Gunsan - they too are

made to endure.

As we walk I wonder what steadies the spirit? Is it the rthythmic sound of the
music? Is it simply now a habit? Or is it that in our endurance we find new
alliances and kinships? Might it be the fragility of our bodies that opens up

the possibility of new relations with our non-human comrades? That bodies
will wither as time goes by is a near certainty, but let us not let our bodies be
abandoned on the concrete floors of capitalist exploitation. Let us be the weeds

which will crack such concrete floors that once again opens up the world to
life.
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