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English Words BORROWED From Other Languages (partl)

Z & (Retrieved from) https://youtu.be/9n9HWFhbUPU

We have borrowed words from every language that I can think of. I mean, more than half of the
English words are from either Latin or French. That's incredible. So today we're going to look at

the top ten words the world has given the English language.

Our first word comes from French. Now [ told you guys there are many French words in the
English language. [ think it's something like thirty percent, which is incredible. Really. That is
absolutely huge, isn't it? Now the first word we're going to look at today is entrepreneur. And
that is somebody that starts a business I'm seeing this word used a lot in the media on social
media, entrepreneur. It's a fantastic word. The stress is on the last syllable entrepreneur. An

example sentence 'l know a lot of people that want to be an entrepreneur.’

Ok, let's look at number two. Our next word is from Italian, paparazzi. Paparazzi are the group
of freelance photographers that follow, you know, celebrities or high-profile people in order to
take photographs of them and then sell it for a high price. The famous case that I remember
was Lady Diana being chased by the paparazzi and she would always have photographers trying
to take photographs of her and that put a lot of pressure on her. That's obviously a negative
example but yeah the photographers that try to take photos of film stars or musicians, they are
called the paparazzi. An individual is a paparazzo but the noun, the larger noun is paparazzi.
Now as you can see the pronunciation is very English, it's not how an Italian would say this
word. Whenever we borrow a word, we put it into our own pronunciation, so paparazzi is how I
would say it. The stress is on the third syllable 'paparazzi' An example sentence 'there are loads

of paparazzi waiting outside the restaurant.'

Now Chinese has given English so many words as well and this is my favourite phrase of all,
‘chop chop'. So I think it's from Cantonese and it's a kind of mangled version of the original
Chinese. But it basically means hurry up, like quickly quickly. So imagine you are trying to get
your children to school and they are taking ages putting on their shoes. You might say to them
‘come on guys, chop chop' like 'come on! Hurry up!' is kind of what you mean there. So chop
chop just means hurry up, do it quicker and it comes from, originally from Chinese. I love that

phrase Chop Chop.
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English Words BORROWED From Other Languages (part 2)

Number five comes from Japan, and Japan has given so many words to British English,
particularly modern British English. And this word is emoji. Emoji stands for picture character, I
believe, in Japanese. We now use it all the time in our Whatsapp messages or in our instant
messaging, whatever it might be. We use the schwa at the beginning 'emoji' and the stress is on

the second syllable 'emoji'. Example sentence 'I love using emojis'.

The final word is from India, and I think, from the Hindi language, which is guru. And it means
a kind of teacher, but what has happened now is that it has been taken into the English
language, and used to mean a broad meaning of teacher. So, for example, if you are a social
media guru, that means you are an expert in social media. If you are a management guru, then
you are an expert in management. So it has taken the form to mean like an expert in something.
So it's not just generically a teacher. It has now come to mean an expert in English. You could
be a love guru, which is an expert about love. I like that one. I think that's pretty good. I'm
going to be an English guru. I like the sound of that. I'm going to be an English guru.

Now, why do I think it's important to know where these words come from? Well, I think obviously
language is a part of a culture, and in the words, you get to understand the history of Britain
and the English language. You've got the movement of people, so the French came to conquer
England and left their words within the English language. You've got colonialism with Britain
colonizing India so then you have the influence of Indian words into English there. You've got
the technology, so for example, look at Japan and they're creating technology and giving words
to the English language. Of course, you've got food as well and I mean Italy with all their
incredible food has given us things like pizza and spaghetti. So these words come from so many
different places and it's an amazing way to understand the movement of people and culture and
the way the world is sharing everything that it has with each other. So [ think understanding

where words come from is a fascinating part of learning a language.
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3. What is the passage about?

It is about English words borrowed from other languages.

4. Complete the table that is about the three words introduced in the passage.

Word Origin Meaning Example Sentence

[ know a lot of people that want

entrepreneur | French somebody that starts a business
to be an entrepreneur.

The group of freelance
photographers that follow, celebrities

There are loads of paparazzi

paparazzi [talian or high-profile people in order to . .
) waiting outside the restaurant.
take photos of them and then sell it

for a high price.

Chinese Hurry up,
chop chop Come on guys, chop chop.
(Cantonese) | quickly, quickly.

5. True or False
1) Less than 50 percent of the English words are from either Latin or French. (T / F )
2) Only 10 percent of the English words come from French. (T / F )
3) Lady Diana was chased by loads of entrepreneurs. (T / F )
4) “they are taking ages putting on their shoes.” means that it takes a long time for them to

put on their shoes. (T /F )
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3. Complete the table that is about the two words introduced in the passage.

Word Origin Meaning Example Sentence
emoji Japanese | picture character [ love using emojis.
uru Hindi an expert in something I'm going to be an English guru.

4. Fill in the blanks for the summary of the whole passage.

Many English words were borrowed from other languages such as Latin, French, Italian, Chinese,

Japanese, and so on.

Here are some example words that originate from other languages:

entrepreneur, paparazzi, chop, emoji, and guru. Meanings and pronunciations of the words have

been changed while they were adopted into English words. However, they became common words

in English, and are often used by English speakers. It is important to know where these words

come from. Through learning the origins of the borrowed words, you can understand the history

of Britain and the English language. You can even understand the culture, and it is a fascinating

part of learning a language.




