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Noun + Preposition
noun + for
· a check FOR (a sum of money) 
· a demand FOR 
a need FOR 
· a reason FOR 

1. They sent me a check for $200. 
2. The company went out of business. There was no demand for its product anymore.
3. There's no excuse for behavior like that. There's no need for it. 
4. The train was late, but nobody knew the reason for the delay. (not reason of)


noun + of
· a cause OF
· a picture OF • a photo OF • a photograph OF • a map OF • a plan OF • a drawing OF
· an advantage OF
a disadvantage OF 
advantage TO doing something 
advantage IN doing something

1. The cause of the explosion is unknown.
2. Rachel showed me some pictures of her family.
3. I had a map of the town, so I was able to find my way around. 
4. The advantage of living alone is that you can do what you like. 
5. There are many advantages to living alone. or ... many advantages in living alone. 




noun + in
· an increase IN 
a decrease IN
a rise IN 
a drop IN (prices, etc.)

1. There has been an increase in the number of road accidents recently.
2. Last year was a bad one for the company. There was a big drop in sales.


noun + to 
· damage TO
· an invitation TO (a party / a wedding, etc.)
· a solution TO a problem 
a key TO a door 
an answer TO a question 
a reply TO a letter
a reaction TO something
· an attitude TOWARD 
an attitude ABOUT 
an attitude TO

1. The accident was my fault, so I had to pay for the damage to the other car.
2. Did you get an invitation to the wedding?
3. I hope we find a solution to the problem. (not a solution of the problem)
4. I was surprised at her reaction to my suggestion. 
5. His attitude toward his job is very negative. or His attitude about his job
6. His attitude to his job


noun + with ... / between
· a relationship WITH 
a connection WITH 
contact WITH
· a relationship BETWEEN
a connection BETWEEN
contact BETWEEN 
a difference BETWEEN + two things or people

1. Do you have a good relationship with your parents?
2. The police want to question a man in connection with the robbery. 
3. The police believe that there is no connection between the two crimes.
4. There are some differences between British and American English.
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Adjective + Preposition
nice of you, nice to me 
· nice of • kind of • good of + somebody (to do something)
generous of • polite of • honest of + somebody (to do something)
stupid of • silly of + somebody (to do something)
· (be) nice of • kind of • good of • generous of + somebody
(be) polite of • rude of • friendly of • cruel of + somebody

1. Thank you. It was very nice of you to help me.
2. It was stupid of me to go out without a coat in such cold weather.
3. They have always been very nice to me. (not with me)
4. Why were you so unfriendly to Lucy?


Adjective + about / with / at
· angry ABOUT • excited ABOUT • worried ABOUT + something
upset ABOUT • nervous ABOUT • happy ABOUT + something
· mad AT somebody FOR doing something
· angry WITH• AT somebody FOR doing something
annoyed WITH• AT somebody FOR doing something
furious WITH• AT somebody FOR doing something 
· pleased WITH something you get or experience 
satisfied WITH something you get or experience 
happy WITH something you get or experience 
delighted WITH something you get or experience 
disappointed WITH something you get or experience

1. Are you nervous about the exam?
2. ﻿﻿Emma is upset about not being invited
3. My parents are mad at me for disobeying them.
4. Natalie is furious with me for telling her secret. or Natalie is furious at me...
5. They were delighted with the present I gave them.
6. Were you happy with your exam results?


Adjective + at / by / with / of
· Surprised AT something • Surprised BY something 
shocked AT something • shocked BY something 
amazed AT something • amazed BY something 
astonished AT something • astonished BY something
· impressed WITH something • BY somebody or something
· fed up WITH something
bored WITH something
· tired OF something

1. Everybody was surprised at the news. or ... surprised by the news.
2. I hope you weren't shocked by what I said. or... shocked at what I said.
3. I'm very impressed with her English. It's very good. or... impressed by her English.
4. I don't enjoy my job anymore. I'm fed up with it. l'm bored with it.
5. Come on, let's go! I'm tired of waiting.





sorry about / for
· sorry ABOUT a situation or something that happened
· sorry FOR• ABOUT something you did or caused
You can also say "I'm sorry I (did something)":
· feel sorry FOR somebody in a bad situation
be sorry FOR somebody in a bad situation

1. I'm sorry about the mess. I'll clean it up later.
2. ﻿﻿Sorry about last night. (= Sorry about something that happened last night)
3. I'm sorry for shouting at you yesterday. (or sorry about shouting)
4. ﻿﻿Sorry for the delay. (or Sorry about the delay)
5. I'm sorry I shouted at you yesterday.
6. I feel sorry for Mark. He's had a lot of bad luck. (not I feel sorry about Mark)


adjective + of
· afraid OF / scared OF / frightened OF / terrified OF
· fond OF / proud OF / ashamed OF / jealous OF / envious OF
· suspicious OF / critical OF / tolerant OF 
· aware OF / conscious OF 
· capable OF / incapable OF
· full OF / short OF 
· typical OF
· certain OF • certain ABOUT / sure OF • sure ABOUT

1. "Are you afraid of spiders?" / "Yes, I'm terrified of them."
2. Why is he so jealous of other people?
3. They didn't trust me. They were suspicious of my motives.
4. "Did you know he was married?" / "No, I wasn't aware of that.”
5. I'm sure you are capable of doing the job well.
6. Amy is a very active person. She's always full of energy.
7. I'm a bit short of money. Can you lend me some?
8. He's late again. It's typical of him to keep everybody waiting.
9. I think she's arriving this evening, but l'm not sure of that. or ... not sure about that.
adjective + at / to / from / in / on / with / for
· good AT / bad AT / excellent AT / better AT / terrible AT
· married TO / engaged TO
· similar TO 
· different FROM / different THAN
· interested IN
· dependent ON / independent OF
· crowded WITH (people, etc.)
· famous FOR 
· responsible FOR

1. I'm not very good at repairing things. (not good in repairing things)
2. Louise is married to an American. (not married with)
3. Louise is married with three children. (= she is married and has three children)
4. Your handwriting is similar to mine.
5. The movie was different from what I'd expected. or .. different than what I'd expected.
6. Are you interested in art?
7. I don't want to be dependent on anybody.
8. The streets were crowded with tourists. (but... full of tourists)
9. The Italian city of Florence is famous for its art treasures.
10. Who was responsible for all that noise last night?
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Verb + Preposition (1)
verb + to
· talk TO somebody • talk WITH somebody
speak TO somebody • speak WITH somebody 
· listen TO somebody
· apologize TO somebody FOR
· explain something TO somebody
explain to somebody what/how/why 
describe to somebody what/how/why 

call somebody, ask somebody, etc. (without to)
· call somebody / phone somebody / email somebody / text somebody
· answer somebody/something
✔︎ Exceptions
· reply to an email, a letter, etc.
· ask somebody for something
· thank somebody (for)

verb + at
· look AT / stare AT / glance AT
take a look AT
have a look AT
· laugh AT
· aim (something) AT
point (something) AT
shoot (a gun) AT
fire (a gun) AT

Some verbs can be followed by at or to, with a difference in meaning
· shout AT somebody (when you are angry or aggressive)
shout TO somebody (so that they can hear you)
· throw something AT somebody (something to hit them)
throw something TO somebody (for somebody to catch)

1. Who were you talking to?
2. When I'm driving, I like to listen to the radio. (not listen the radio)
3. They apologized to me for their mistake. (not apologized me)
4. Can you explain this word to me? (not explain me this word)
5. I explained to them why I was worried. (not I explained them)
6. Let me describe to you what I saw. (not Let me describe you)
7. I called the airline to cancel my flight. (not called to the airline)
8. You didn't answer my email. (not answer to my email)
9. If there's anything you want to know, you can ask me. (not ask to me)
10. He thanked me (for) helping him. (not He thanked to me)
11. Why are you looking at me like that?
12. I look stupid with this haircut. Everybody will laugh at me.
13. Don't point that knife at me. It's dangerous.
14. We saw someone with a gun shooting at birds, but he didn't hit any.
15. He got very angry and started shouting at me.
16. He shouted to me from the other side of the street.
17. Somebody threw an egg at the politician.
18. Lisa shouted "Catch!" and threw the keys to me from the window.
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Verb + Preposition (2)
verb + about
· talk ABOUT  
read ABOUT 
know ABOUT
· have a discussion ABOUT something 
discuss something (no preposition)
· do something • nothing ABOUT something
do something • nothing to improve a situation

verb + for
· ask (somebody) FOR (something)
ask somebody the way (no preposition)
ask somebody the time (no preposition)
· apply TO a company, etc 
apply FOR a job, etc
· wait (time) FOR somebody
wait (time) FOR something (to happen)
· search FOR (a person / a place / a bag, etc.) 
· leave (a place) FOR another place  


take care of, care for, and care about
· take care OF = keep safe, take responsibility for
· care FOR somebody = make sure somebody is safe and well
· I don't care FOR something = I don't like it
· care ABOUT = think that somebody/something is important
care what • where • how, etc. (without about)

look for and look after
· look FOR = search for, try to find
· look AFTER = take care of, keep safe or in good condition

1. We talked about a lot of things at the meeting.
2. We had a discussion about what we should do.
3. We discussed what we should do. (not discussed about)
4. If you're worried about the problem, you should do something about it.
5. I sent an email to the company asking them for more information about the job.
6. l asked somebody the way to the train station.
7. I think you could do this job. Why don't you apply for it?
8. Don't wait for me. I'll join you later.
9. I'm not going out yet. I'm waiting for the rain to stop.
10. I've searched the house for my keys, but I can't find them.
11. I haven't seen her since she left (home) for work. (not left to work)
12. Don't worry about me. I can take care of myself.
13. I'll take care of the travel arrangements. You don't need to do anything.
14. I don't care for hot weather. (= I don't like)
15. He's very selfish. He doesn't care about other people.
16. You can do what you like. I don't care what you do.
17. I lost my keys. Can you help me look for them?
18. Alan is 85 and lives alone. He needs somebody to care for him.
19. Alan is 85 and lives alone. He needs somebody to look after him. (not look for)
20. ﻿﻿Can you look after the house for us while we're away?
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Verb + Preposition (3)
· hear ABOUT = be told about something
· hear OF = know that somebody, something exists
· hear FROM = be in contact with somebody
· think ABOUT something = consider it, concentrate your mind on it
· think OF something = produce an idea
We also use think of when we ask for or give an opinion:
Sometimes the difference is very small, and you can use of or about:
You can say think of or think about doing something (for possible future actions):
· dream ABOUT (when you are asleep)
dream OF doing something = imagine
*I wouldn't dream OF doing something = I would never do it
dream ABOUT being something = imagine
· complain TO somebody ABOUT = say that you are not satisfied
complain OF a pain, an illness, etc = say that you have a pain, etc.
· remind somebody ABOUT = tell somebody not to forget
remind somebody OF = cause somebody to remember

1. Did you hear about the fire at the hotel?
2. A: Who is Tom Hart?
B: I have no idea. I've never heard of him. (not heard from him)
3. A: Have you heard from Nicole recently?
B: Yes, she called me a few days ago
4. I've thought about what you said, and I've decided to take your advice.
5. A: Will you lend me the money?
B: I'll think about it. (not think of it)
6. It was my idea. I thought of it first. (not thought about)
7. ﻿﻿I felt embarrassed. I couldn't think of anything to say. (not think about anything)
8. A: What did you think of the movie?
B: I didn't think much of it. (= I didn't like it much)
9. When I'm alone, I often think of you. or ... think about you.
10. My sister is thinking of going to Canada. or ..thinking about going .
11. I dreamed about you last night.
12. Do you dream of being rich and famous? or ... dream about being rich
13. "Don't tell anyone what I said." "No, I wouldn't dream of it." 
14. We complained to the manager of the restaurant about the food.
15. We called the doctor because Alex was complaining of a pain in his stomach.
16. It's good you reminded me about the meeting. I'd completely forgotten about it.
17. This house reminds me of the one I lived in when I was a child.
18. Look at this photograph of Richard. Who does he remind you of? 
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Verb + Preposition (4)
verb + of
· Accuse (somebody) OF
suspect (somebody) OF
· Approve OF
disapprove OF
· die OF
die FROM an illness, etc.
· consist OF 

verb + for
· pay (somebody) FOR 
pay [a bill / a fine / a fee / tax / rent / a sum] (no preposition)
· thank somebody FOR
forgive somebody FOR 
· apologize (TO somebody) FOR 
· blame somebody (something) FOR 
somebody is TO blame FOR
blame (a problem, etc.) ON 

verb + from
· suffer FROM an illness, etc. 
· protect somebody, something FROM   

verb + on
· rely ON 
depend ON
depend + when • where • how, etc + with 
depend + when • where • how, etc (without on)
· live ON money 
live ON food 
· congratulate FOR   • congratulate ON
compliment somebody FOR  •  compliment somebody ON

1. Abby accused me of being selfish. 
2. Some students were suspected of cheating on the exam. 
3. His parents don't approve of what he does, but they can't stop him.
4. "What did he die of?" "A heart attack." 
5. We had an enormous meal. It consisted of seven courses.
6. We didn't have enough money to pay for the meal. (not pay the meal) 
We didn't have enough money to pay the rent. 
7. I'll never forgive them for what they did.
8. When I realized I was wrong, I apologized (to them) for my mistake.
9. Everybody blamed me for the accident. 
Everybody said that I was to blame for the accident. 
10. It wasn't my fault. Don't blame it on me.
11. There's been an increase in the number of people suffering from heart disease. 
12. Sunscreen protects the skin from the sun.
13. I don't know what time we'll arrive. It depends on the traffic.
14. You can rely on Anna. She always keeps her promises.
15. "Are you going to buy it?" "It depends how much it is." (or "It depends on how much...")
16. Michael's salary is very low. It isn't enough to live on.
17. I congratulated her for doing so well on her exams. 
I congratulated her on doing so well on her exams.
18. The meal was really good. I complimented Mark on his cooking skills. 
The meal was really good. complimented Mark for his cooking skills.
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Verb + Preposition (5)
verb + in
· believe IN = believe that something exists, believe that it's good to do something
believe something = believe that it is true
believe somebody = believe that they are telling the truth
· specialize IN 
· succeed IN 

verb + into
· break INTO 
· crash INTO
drive INTO
bump INTO
run INTO
· divide something INTO two or more parts 
cut something INTO two or more parts 
split something INTO two or more parts 
· translate a book, etc FROM one language INTO another

verb + with
· collide WITH ㄴ
· fill something WITH 
full OF 
· provide somebody WITH 
supply somebody WITH 

verb + to
· happen TO 
· invite somebody TO a party
invite somebody TO a wedding
· prefer one thing TO another 

verb + on
· concentrate ON 
· insist ON 
· spend (money) ON 

1. Do you believe in God? (= do you believe that God exists?)
2. ﻿﻿I believe in saying what I think. (= I believe it is right to say what I think)
3. The story can't be true. I don't believe it. (not believe in it)
4. Helen is a lawyer. She specializes in corporate law.
5. I hope you succeed in finding the job you want.
6. Our house was broken into a few days ago, but nothing was stolen.
7. He lost control of the car and crashed into a wall.
8. The book is divided into three parts.
9. She's a famous writer. Her books have been translated into many languages.
10. There was an accident this morning. A bus collided with a car.
11. Take this saucepan, and fill it with water.
12. The school provides all its students with books.
13. What happened to that gold watch you used to have? (= where is it now?)
14. They only invited a few people to their wedding.
15. I prefer tea to coffee.
16. I tried to concentrate on my work, but I kept thinking about other things.
17. I wanted to go alone, but some friends of mine insisted on coming with me.
18. How much do you spend on food each week?
