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Abstract

The White Russian Community in Colonial Chosen

This article aims to analyze the white russians community which
have formed in Chosen during the Japanese colonial period. Many
white russians fled to the Korean peninsula seeking refuge from the
Bolsheviks who advanced to the Russian Maritime Province in early
1920's, When the Bolsheviks advanced to Vladivostok in 1922, about
8,870 people under the command of Admiral Stark embarked on a
fleet of old and rusty vessels to sail to the nearest foreign port of
Wonsan, In Korea they were looked after by the Japanese Red Cross
organization and then, ten months later, sailed further to Shanghai,
Australia, Canada, California etc. But the part of them remained in
Chosen during 1920’s~1950. By the late 1920s, there were only
around a hundred Russians living in Seoul. Former nobles and
officials, priests lived in Jeongdong, while a community of Tatars lived
and worked in the markets near Namdaemun and Honmachi.
However the two groups had little interaction with each other. The
high level of education and professional skills in Jeongdong allowed
many of them to gain prestigious positions at the schools and
hospitals etc. But escaped with nothing in hand, the white russians in
Namdaemun and Honmachi had to start from the beginning. They
worked mostly hard. George Yankovsky, the grandson of a Polish

noble exiled to Siberia, also maintained a resort in Juel which was
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popular among the Russian communities of East Asia. The
Yankovskys gained respect and protection of the Japanese General
Governor of Korea,

But the white russians lived their tragic lives in the course of the
struggle of Great Powers for domination in East Asia, They all found
themselves hostages of the grand political game which continued in
the region throughout the 20th century. The major events — the Civil
War in Russia, the War in the Pacific — proved equally cataclysmic for
the life of the White Russians residing in Korea. Even after WWII the

destiny of Russian migrants remained no less tragic,

Key words : Japanese colonial period, Wonsan, Kyungsung,
Juel, the Civil War in Russia, White Russian, White
Russian Community, Russian Refugees, Korea-Russia

relationship






