Korean Language and Writing System (Al)

Korean is the official language of North and South Korea, spoken by over 81 million people
globally. It is written in a highly efficient phonetic alphabet called Hangul and relies on
politeness levels to indicate respect based on social hierarchy.

The Hangul Alphabet

Developed in 1443 by King Sejong the Great, Hangul was specifically designed to boost
literacy. It is made up of 24 letters:

* 14 Consonants: 1(g)-(n)=(d)Z(l,r) = (m) = (b) A(s) © (0) = (j)=(ch) = (k) E (t) i (p) & (h)
10 Vowels: } (a) F(ya) (eo)  (yeo)-1(0)--(yo) T (u) 1T (yu)—(eu) 1 (i)
Letters are cleverly grouped into syllable blocks, making them visually distinct rather than
written in a simple linear line.

The Benefits (Al)

Learning Korean provides massive career, cognitive, and cultural benefits. It gives you a
competitive edge in global business and technology, directly connects you with 75 million
speakers worldwide, and makes navigating South Korea seamless. Additionally, the uniquely
scientific Hangul alphabet makes the language highly accessible for beginners.

Top Benefits of Learning Korean

» Career Advantages: South Korea is a global economic and technological
powerhouse. Knowing Korean gives your resume a major boost if you want to work
in international business, tech (with giants like Samsung and Hyundai), or
diplomacy.

* Fast Learning Curve: The Korean alphabet (Hangul) was designed to be easily
learned by anyone in a matter of days. Unlike French or Spanish, there are no

noun genders, and verbs do not conjugate for you," or "he/she".

e Cultural Immersion: You can enjoy K-dramas (Squid Game, Crash Landing on You),
K-movies, and K-pop (BTS, Blackpink) without having to rely on subtitles or
translations.

« Cognitive Enhancement: Learning a language with a vastly different sentence
structure and writing system creates new neural pathways. It improves

problem-solving, memory, and multi-tasking skills.



* Travel and Socialization: Whether you are exploring Seoul, Busan, or Jeju Island,
speaking the language allows you to easily connect with locals, navigate public
transit, and immerse yourself in the culture.

Popularity (Al)

Korean is one of the fastest-growing languages globally. Driven largely by the Hallyu (Korean
Wave)—such as K-pop, K-dramas, and cinema—the language has shifted from a niche
subject to a highly sought-after skill. It boasts over 80 million native speakers worldwide.

Global Popularity & Usage

* Ranking: Korean ranks as the 16th most widely spoken native language in the
world. It is the official language of both South Korea and North Korea.

+ Second-Language Learners: It is consistently one of the top languages being
learned on apps like Duolingo, often competing with or surpassing Italian.

» Higher Education: Despite overall foreign language enrollment declines in the US,
undergraduate and graduate enrollment in Korean courses has spiked by nearly
45% over the past decade.

The "Hallyu" Effect

The primary driver for Korean's popularity explosion is global pop culture. Millions of fans
worldwide are motivated to learn the language to understand song lyrics, watch shows
without subtitles, and engage with fan communities. Major cultural touchstones propelling this

trend include:

* Music: Global phenomena like BTS and PSY's "Gangnam Style".

» Television & Film: The massive international success of shows like Squid Game.

» Literature: High-profile literary recognition, such as South Korean author Han Kang
winning the Nobel Prize in Literature.

Why It's Attractively Accessible

* Hangeul: The Korean alphabet, Hangeul, is highly regarded by linguists for being
remarkably logical and easy to learn. Invented in the 15th century, it is a phonetic
alphabet consisting of just 24 basic letters.

+ Early Rewards: Unlike languages with complex tonal systems (like Mandarin) or
intricate Kanji (like Japanese), beginners can quickly learn to read and write



Hangeul within a few hours.

Where It's Spoken

Beyond the Korean Peninsula, significant Korean-speaking populations exist due to historic
migration patterns. There are an estimated 2 million speakers in China, 1.8 million in the
United States, 500,000 in Japan, and sizable communities in Russia, Canada, and Australia.



