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Abstract

A Reflection of the Narratives about Okinawa Women's Suffer

and 'Han' from the Feminist Theological Perspective.

Park Mi Hyun

Major in Feminist Theology
Graduate School of Theology
SungKongHoe University

Women's stories include various experiences of suffering and
oppression as well as liberation and freedom. Even a woman's
private story reflects not only the political, economic, and cultural
structure of one society, but also the imperialist, militarist, capitalist
and patriarchist violences, and the oppressive customs and
prejudices, and the psychological traumas and conflicts of the
individual woman. Women's experience of suffering is memorized
into their hurted bodies. The living experiences of women have been
kept in narrative stories rather than in conceptual languages.
Therefore, 1 would like to examine the Okinawa women's
experiences and memories of suffering and 'Han(¥)' through the
stories collected from 15 Okinawa women. Moreover, I would like to
propose the possibility of solidarity between Okinawa women and
Korean Women.

In chapter II, under the title of "the Story of Okinawa

Women's Lives and Suffering", 1 would like to reconstructed the
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lives of Okinawa women and their hilher]story of suffering, and
examine the causes of their suffering. Okinawa woman priests in
Rykyu dynasty, called 'Noro(/ =)', a leader and priest of a village,
were respected as the presence of goddess, 'Onarigami(3 7% ) i)'
But after the Lord Satsma's conquest of Okinawa, the Japanese
patriarchism and 'To-to-me(F — F — )" had been imposed into the
Okinawa territory and Okinawan women's lives had been distorted.
After the conquest, Okinawa had forcibly been merged into Japan
and completely colonized. The colonial policy deepens Okinawan
women's suffering and its influence continues until now.

The chapter III, under the title of "Okinawa Women's 'Han'
from the Perspective of the Feminist Theology", I would like to
examine the concepts of Okinawan 'Urami' and Korean 'Han' which
explain the distinctiveness of Okinawan women's suffering. The
Korean Han, the Japanese 'Urami' and the Okinawan 'Urami' have
something in common. All of them indicate an emotional state caused
by the continued oppression and mistreatment. 'Han' or 'Urami' is a
historical and socio-structural product more than an individual
emotion. However, 'Han' or 'Urami' shows differences in those three
regions of Korea, Japan and Okinawa. These differences related with
each society's distinctive understanding of suffering. Therefore, the
distinctiveness of Okinawa women's 'Han', or 'Urami' can be
explained in the comparison of the understanding of those three
regions.

In chapter IV, under the title of "the Review of the Stories of
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Okinawa Women's 'Han'," I would like to review the stories of
Okinawa women in biblical and feminist perspectives. In order to
find the way to overcome the situation of suffering, I will try to
reveal the healing dynamics or processes immanent in those stories.
Through the feminist exegesis of the bible, Jesus' cross, the
concubine of a certain Levite in Judges, the daughter of Jephthah
the Gileadite(Judges 11), and a voice in Ramah(Matthew 2:18) will
be compared with Okinawa women's stories. My focus in this
reading will be the relationship between silence and suffering.
Moreover, through this stories of the bible and Okinawa women's
lives, I would like to try to reinterpret the experiences of Okinawa
women's caring their families and neighbors. This reinterpretation is
to show the women's ability to kept lives and to protest against
violence. Lastly, I will examine about the peaceful solidarity of
women's compassion, especially focusing on the solidarity with
Okinawan and Korean women.

In the last chapter, I will summarize and conclude the whole

thesis and propose some issues to be followed.
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