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Abstract

This study compares how agricultural resources and environmental factors are allocated in
China and South Korea, focusing on farmland transfer and agricultural water use. Marketization
is not viewed as a simple withdrawal of the state, but as a process shaped by regulation, contracts,
public agencies, and the protection of farmers’ rights. Based on policy documents and public
statistics, the paper reorganizes available information into comparable indicators and sets out a
research design using range standardization, entropy weighting, two-way fixed effects, and tests
for endogeneity, robustness, and heterogeneity. The comparison indicates that China’s approach
is closely tied to collective ownership and the circulation of land operation rights, while South
Korea relies more on farmland law, the farmland bank, and public management of irrigation
facilities. Institutional learning between the two countries therefore requires adaptation to
property-right structures, farm-size conditions, public agency capacity, and farmer participation,

rather than direct transplantation.

Keywords: China-South Korea comparison; agricultural resources; farmland transfer; agricultural

water; market-based allocation; farmers’ rights
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