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Abstract

While Shang dynasty (BC 1600-BC 1046) in the central China was destroyed by Zhou
dynasty in 1046 B.C, the culture gradually spread to the east including the
northeastern China and Korea.

The evidence of this cultural diffusion is shown in the drastic change in Liao—Xi
(western area of the Liao River) and the increase of the cultural aspects in this
area around B.C. 10 century. This culture expanded to Liao—Dong (eastern area of
the Liao River) and Korea along with the continuous expansion of the power of
China. Through its influence, Korean came to form the culture which remains until
today.

After Zhou Dynasty (BC 1046-BC 256), the Shang culture continued to expand in
east—northern China and Korea. The evidence of this is also shown in several
aspects of the cultures in these areas and historic remains. Especially the
analysis of the shell-and-bone characters which contain the Shang culture in it
shows that there is a very close similarity between the Shang culture and the
Korea culture. This similarity proves that there surely was some relationship
between the two cultures.

Because the history of China was recorded by Zhou Dynasty, it is difficult to fin
d out the trace which the Shang people have made in northeastern area of China and

Korean peninsula. Therefore, analyzing relics and customs will be an efficient me

thod to understand how the Shang culture spread to Korean peninsula.

KEYWORDS : Inscriptions on Bones or Tortoise Shells, Shang Dynasty, Jizi,

Ancient Korean Culture
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