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[ Abstract])

The capital of Gojoseon (FH#Aff, Ancient Korea), which was destroyed by the
Former Han (Fi{#) in 108 BCE, is recorded as Wanggeomseong (Ffs) or
Wangheomseong (Ffa3). This paper proposes a new hypothesis regarding the
location of Gojoseon's late-period capital, Wanggeomseong (Wangheomseong),
and aims to verify it through the analysis of historical texts and archaeological
evidence. Currently, three major theories exist concerning the location of
Wanggeomseong: in Liaoxi (), Liaodong (E®H), and Pyongyang (ZF3).
However, unlike these established interpretations, a closer examination of the
commentary in Shiji Suoyin (523ZREE), which states that "the capital of
Gojoseon is in Xianduxian (f&¥EFE) of Liaodong Commandery (GZEEB)," and the
annotation in Shiji Jixie (52305 ##2) that "Changli (E2%2) contains Xianduxian," in
combination with the Chinese scholarly claim that ancient Changli corresponds
to modern Baoding City (fRZ ) in central Hebei Province (j#dk4), suggests the
possibility that Wanggeomseong was located in what is now Baoding City in
central Hebei (just south of modern-day Beijing). This hypothesis—placing
Gojoseon's capital in central Hebei, a theory not yet discussed in mainstream
academia—can be examined through literary and archaeological analysis of
indicators associated with the borders of Gojoseon.

Debates regarding the location of Gojoseon’s central region stem from
differing interpretations of historical sources related to its territorial
boundaries. Particularly, the scholarly divergence concerning the locations of
key frontier markers such as Gaelseoksan (#fLU), Bohai (¥#1¥8), the Qin Great
Wall (ZE3), Liaodong (GEXR), Paesu (JB7/K), and the Yan (F%&) state plays a
central role in this controversy.

Among the key indicators for identifying the southern border of Gojoseon,
Gaelseoksan is consistently located near the Yellow River (Z7]) in ancient
records such as the Shangshu (%2), Shiji (i), and Shan Hai Jing (LLE#E).
Notably, Shan Hai Jing describes Gaelseoksan as being near Shengshui (#7K),
which flows into the Yellow River close to Luoyang ({&F%), including the
southern region of Shanxi Province (LL#84), formerly part of ancient Ji
Province (&#/). Based on this, it can be concluded that during the Former
Han period (202 BCE-8 CE), Gaelseoksan was located along the Yellow River in
present-day southern Shanxi. This insight presents a new perspective on the

- 317 -



territorial extent of Gojoseon.

The location of Bohai (#§i&), which was crossed by Han Wudi's (i ?) navy
in 109 BCE during the invasion of Gojoseon, should also be re-evaluated.
Historical sources suggest that Bohai was not the present-day sea but an
inland body of water in southern Hebei Province. This is supported by records
in the Book of the Later Han (#%j#2), which state that the distance from
Luoyang to the Bohai Commandery was shorter than that to modern Xianxian
(BRE%Z), the center of the ancient Hejian country (A El). Additional
documentation of Bohai's flooding due to heavy rainfall, the collapse of
embankments, and descriptions of it being surrounded by land further support
this Bohai (#7&) inland interpretation. If Bohai were indeed an inland sea
within the Chinese heartland, it follows that Gojoseon, located to the north of
Bohai, would similarly have to be situated in the northern region of Bohai,
which corresponds to present-day Hebei Province in China.

Liaodong (GE3R), the eastern terminus of the Qin Great Wall (ZF2E¥) and a
key border area of Gojoseon during the Han period, can be reinterpreted as
being east of Shanggu (k%)—corresponding to southern Baoding in Hebei and
Zuoquan County (Z#E%) in southeastern Shanxi, which was known as Liaozhou
GEM) even into modern times. Records from the Book of Han (#%) and Book
of Jin (B%&) confirm that the seat of Liaodong Commandery, Xiangping (&),
was located near Liangshui (7K), a tributary of the Zhang River ({&7]) that
flows through southern Shanxi and southern Hebei. Additionally, ancient texts
indicate that the Liaoshui (3&7k), which once flowed near Liaodong, had a
straight easterly course, unlike its modern path. This suggests that the border
between Gojoseon (FHEAfE) and its adversaries, Qin (&) and Han ({&), was
located near the southern region of present-day Shanxi Province, which was
part of ancient Liaodong (GE®H). If Liaodong were located in Shanxi Province,
then Gojoseon, which bordered Liaodong, would have to be situated in the
northern part of Shanxi Province or in present-day Hebei Province.

The Paesu River (J87k), which marked the boundary between Gojoseon (& &8
fi¥) and the Former Han (fij&), is also understood to have been a river in the
Central Plains (#[f) flowing directly eastward—similar to the Liao River (GEid])—
before the relocation of Lelang Commandery (44823) in 313 CE. This
interpretation aligns with the account of Xu Shen (¥/&), a scholar of the Later
Han (#%3%), who was the first to record the course of the Paesu as “a river
that flows east into the sea (BRA).” If the Paesu(JE7k) River flowed eastward,
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similar to the Liao River (&), it would imply that during the Western Han
period, Gojoseon could not have been located in the Korean Peninsula,
Manchuria, or the northern region of Hebei Province. Instead, it would have
been situated in the central and southern parts of present-day Hebei Province,
to the east of the Taihang Mountains.

The location of the Yan state (#), which clashed with Gojoseon, can also be
reconsidered. In its early years, Yan was located south of the Yellow River, in
places such as Shan (Bk) and Yan (BEf). After the allied invasion by Qin, Han,
Wei, and Chu in 272 BCE, Yan likely moved to the southern part of Shanxi
Province, specifically the Donghu (®#f) region, which it had previously
conquered in 283 BCE. If Yan (&) was located in the southern part of Shanxi
Province, then Gojoseon must have been situated to the east of it, in Hebei
Province.

These reinterpreted locations—Gaelseoksan (88%&1LL), Bohai (#8), the Qin
Great Wall (ZEEH), Liaodong (GEXR), Paesu (JE’k), and the Yan (F&) state—
collectively indicate that they were situated in southern Hebei and southern
Shanxi. Thus, the capital of Gojoseon, Wanggeomseong, which was located east
of Yan and north of ancient Bohai (&), is most plausibly situated in
modern-day central Hebei, particularly in the Baoding region (south of Beijing).

A relevant textual clue from the Guanzi (&), dating to the Spring and
Autumn period (770-476 BCE), notes that leopardskin (3ZfZ) was produced in
Baljoseon (Z8Afif). This can be associated with a gilt-bronze leopard figurine
discovered in the Mancheng Han Tombs ({&H#Z) in Baoding City.

In addition, some scholars in China argue that the ancient Donghai (3Ri&,
Eastern Sea) and Beihai (dk78, Northern Sea) were located in the inland regions
of China, rather than corresponding to the present-day oceans (Xj&). Based
on this interpretation—as well as records from ancient texts such as the Shan
Hai Jing (LW¥E#%), Huainanzi (J#®F), and Shiji (5$2352), which place Gojoseon (&
BAff) near these ancient seas—it is possible to identify the location of Gojoseon
as being in the central region of present-day Hebei Province.

Archaeological evidence also supports this hypothesis. The Liulihe site (Fi3Eim]
3BJ&) from the Western Zhou (/&) period in Beijing, and the Yanhadu site (&
TEREE) from the Warring States period in Baoding, reveal cultural traits
distinct from those of the Central Plain (#/&) centered on Luoyang (J&F%),
indicating a separate northern cultural sphere. While Chinese scholars identify
these sites as the early and late capitals of the Zhou (/&) vassal state of Yan

- 319 -



(#%), an analysis of historical texts reveals that Yan had not extended its
control north of ancient Bohai into central Hebei during the Warring States
period. Furthermore, there are interpretive issues with the inscriptions ($3)
on bronze artifacts said to be linked to Yan.

In summary, a comprehensive evaluation of historical and archaeological
sources suggests that during the Warring States period (475-221 BCE), the
capital of Gojoseon—Wanggeomseong (Wangheomseong)—was located in the
vicinity of present-day Baoding City (f#ZE ) in central Hebei Province (fA/it4).

If Koreans living on the Korean Peninsula acknowledge themselves as
descendants of Silla, they must carefully examine the record from the Records
of the Three Kingdoms (Sanguozhi, =[Ei#&), specifically in the section
“Accounts of the Eastern Barbarians in the Wuhuan, Xianbei, and Dongyi
Biographies” (Wuwan Xianbei Dongyi Zhuan, B3 L% 53 {#), which states:

“Jinhan was located east of Mahan... They called the people of Lelang
‘Achan’ (f%%), and the people of the East called us ‘A’. This means that the
Lelang people were essentially the remnants of their own kind.”

(REBEBBRZR, - BERARMLE, THALERM, BEIRAREIZERA)

According to this record, it can be interpreted that many of the people of
Lelang (Joseon) migrated to Jinhan (later Silla). While it would be difficult to
claim that all of the Lelang (Joseon) population relocated from the region near
present-day Beijing to Jinhan (Silla), we must accept the possibility that the
dominant elements of Lelang society did in fact migrate in large numbers to
Jinhan. Therefore, not only the Korean Peninsula but also the northern part of
present-day Hebei Province—including areas such as Baoding and Beijing—
where Lelang (Joseon) is believed to have been located, should be considered
as one of the possible ancestral homelands of the Korean people. This calls for
an unbiased academic reassessment.

The central Hebei region of China (Huabei region)—the political center of late
Gojoseon—was inhabited in ancient times by an ethnic group closely related to
the ancestors of present-day Koreans. However, since the 8th century during
the Tang dynasty, this population was replaced by a different ethnic group,

resulting in genetic divergence from modern Koreans (Hereditas, volume 155,
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Article number: 19, 2018).

Therefore, just as Turkey distinguishes between the history of peoples who
migrated from ancient Central Asia and the history of the Anatolian Peninsula,
Koreans should adopt a more open-minded and in-depth approach to the
history and culture of Hebei(jA]dk%&)—where Korean ancestors who shared blood
ties and cultural heritage once lived—especially during the periods of late
Gojoseon(& #Aff, Ancient Korea) and Lelang(44iR).

Furthermore, it is necessary to distinguish between two lines of research:
first, the civilizational history of Korea (the history of ethnic and cultural
identity), and second, the territorial history of the Korean Peninsula (the
history confined within the geographical limits of the peninsula). This
distinction is not meant to exaggerate or diminish Korean identity, but rather
serves as a meaningful step toward developing an objective perspective—one

that can reduce unnecessary future conflicts with neighboring countries.

Keyword : Gojoseon (#h#Af¥). Wanggeomseong (E#, EMtH). Galseoksan (58
A), Ancient Bohai (##&). The Qin Great Wall (&{&K3#). Liaodong (FEX),
Lelang (43R), The Paesu River (JA/K), the Yan (%) state, Liulihe Site (FR¥&E[iE
%), Yanxiadu Site (#&T #55&H)
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