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Space Element

(1829 ')

The space element (akasadhatu) belongs to the delimiting materiality
(paricchedartpa) category of the twenty-eight rupa. It functions as a sort of

borderline; it is the space between rapa kalapas.
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If we put a number of eggs into a bowl or a basket, we see space between the
eggs; in the same way, there is space between the ripa kalapas. When one sees
the space, one will also see the small particles - the rapa kalapas. Hence, the

Buddha taught the space element in order to help meditators discern rapa
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This will be elaborated in more detail when we discuss four elements meditation

later. Space element is non-real rapa, and is not the object of vipassana.
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Intimation Materiality

(FAM =7)

In addition to the space element, another category of the twenty-eight rapa is
intimation materiality (viffattirapa). It is of two types, bodily and verbal. Bodily
intimation can be thought of as a material means of communication, such as eye

movements or a hand gesture or a nod of the head.
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It is also non-real ripa, and as such is not the object of vipassana. One cannot
contemplate impermanence, suffering, and non-self by paying attention to one’s

bodily intimation.
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The second type is verbal intimation, the movement of the mouth to produce
speech to let others understand one’s intention. Thus, the two types of intimation
materiality are special behaviours of body and mouth which one uses to

communicate one's thought or intentions to others or by means of which they

are able to understand one’s intentions.
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Change Materiality
(Hat 27)

The next category is change materiality (vikararGpa). The rapa here are also non-
real ripa. There are three of them: ‘rapassa lahuta’, which is physical lightness or
the lightness of materiality; ‘rdpassa muduta’, the softness of materiality; and

‘rapassa kammaffata’, the wieldiness of materiality, or the physical adaptability of

materiality.
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One can move one’s hand because of its lightness; when the hand is moved, it is
in a state in which lightness of materiality is functioning. One can also say that

there is then a lightness of materiality in the body.

When we are healthy, we can move as we like. At that time, all three change
materialities are present: There is lightness of materiality, softness of materiality,

and wieldiness of materiality.
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By contrast, when we are sick, we may not be able even to lift our hand. It is very
heavy. These elements are then absent; there is no lightness or softness or
wieldiness. The three elements classed as change materiality are non-real

materiality. They appear on the basis of real materiality.
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Gihi-sutta
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