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<Abstract>

The Use of Swear Words in News Comment and
the Taboo Culture of Korean Society

Lee Jeong—Bok(Daegu Univ.)

The purpose of this study is to analyze the use of swear words used by
netizens in comment of the Naver news, and to identify the characteristics of
taboo culture in present Korean society. In Chapter 2, we describe the relevance
of swear words, taboos, and prohibited words of internet. In Chapter 3, the types
and distribution of swear words are analyzed. In Chapter 4, we summarize the
characteristics of the taboo culture of Korean society based on the usages of
swear words. Through this process, we could find that Korean netizens are using
various types of swear words such as sexual organ and sexual activity, disability
and disease, death, status and personality, etc. and among them, disability and
disease swear words account for half of the whole. In terms of gender, males used
the swear words four times more than females. In terms of generations, older
people in their fifties or older used the most swear words. Through the use of
these swear words by netizens, three characteristics of taboo culture in Korean
society appeared: taboo of disability, taboo of lower-class and anti-human

behavior, and taboo of sexual and incest.

* Key words : Naver, news comment, swear words, taboo words, prohibited words of

internet



