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Research on the Origin of a Word ‘A(gyeo)’

Han Youn Suk’

Chinese characters goe(3] - &), heul(& - %), geul(7 - 2), geul(F - ¥2), gi(7] - FR), gi
(7] + #%) mean ‘chaff(7, gyeo)’ In the L& (sangoeum) and & (Jungoeum) eras, The
pronunciation of the first sound was ‘h(&), or ‘g(™), and the ending sound was ‘t(&),
d(), r(2), which was read ‘gyeot(&)’. Etymologically, A korean word ‘chaff(gyeo)’ is
from Chinese character ‘goe(f), heul(2), geul(f7), geul(¥2), gi(fR), gi¥3)’.

Especially, ‘goe(f) was believed to have directly affected to it’s origin. Because ‘goe

(F&) was read ‘geot(R), gyat(z)’ in kg (sangoeum) era, but as the ending sound ‘t(E)
has dropped out of its pronunciation, it was changed to read ‘goe(3), ‘gi(71),” ‘goe(F)’

in HiE(Jungoeum) era, which is similar to phonetic change of korean words ‘goet(Z2),

‘gyoet(Z)’ meaning surface or peel of things, ‘geo(#)’ meaning a mold(AF3, geopyjip),

and ‘gyeo(7]) meaning the inner skin of grain. it was believed to have changed to gyeo
(A) as the ending sound ‘t(E€) has dropped out of ‘gyeot(Z), geot(Z).

gyeo(A), geot(), Kkeopdegi(4HI7]), goe(é), Dongwonsa([iii)
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