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[ABSTRACT]

Abortion and Euthanasia from the Perspectives of Christianity and

Positive Law

Sam
Yong Song

According to statistics released by Korea Foundation for Suicide Prevention,
8,426 people committed suicide from January to August 2022. In 2021, 13,352
people ended their lives. The National Statistics Office in Korea announced that
in 2021 South Korea had the highest suicide rate among member countries of the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), and the most
common cause of death for people below age 30 was suicide. While this is a
well-known fact, the actual statistics are distressing.136) The fact that 1,046
people took their own lives in August of last year demonstrates the trend toward

disregarding life.

Is human life so insignificant and trivial that it is so easy to end it by
suicide? Then would it not be possible to prepare special measures to displace
Korea from its depressing rank as the country with the highest number of suicides
in the OECD? Would not Christianity, which values human life above all else, be
able to offer concrete measures based on a paradigm that counters and reverses
the widespread trend of disregarding life prevalent in Korean society? Regarding
this question, it could be argued that Christianity has not been able to fulfill
its duty of properly teaching about the dignity of human beings who were created
in the image of God and the value of a noble life, and has not managed to fulfill
its responsibility of spreading its message to society as a whole, and therefore

reflective contemplation 1s necessary.

The life-related issues that Korean society is facing are not limited to
suicide. Abortion and euthanasia, which are bioethical disputes, are also topics
that critically damage both the value and dignity of human life that is more
valuable than anything. The advancement of science and technology is relentless,
as the autonomy that regulated self-control has been lost. The topics of the
modern life sciences reveal this dimension. For instance, these include cases

such as embryonic cloning, genetic manipulation and gene therapy, life-prolonging

* Kwangshin University(Adjunct Professor), Korea University(Ph. D. in Law in course), Bristol
University(Trinity College, M.A. in Theological Studies)) A publisher of the Church Law
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treatment, and research on human subjects and human-derived materials, as well as

organ transplantation and brain death.

Among such bioethics issues, in “Article 269, Paragraph 1 of the Criminal
Act”  concerning abortion, the constitutional court ruled on the issue of
constitutional nonconformity, and following decriminalization, cases of induced
abortion reached 32,063 in 2020. If we include the hidden crimes that are
widespread in Korean society, it can be estimated that the number of fetal deaths

due to abortion is much higher.

Regarding euthanasia, a life-sustaining treatment decision system is
implemented based on the Life-sustaining Treatment Act, and this has faced
criticism. The problems of abortion and euthanasia are unavoidable issues of
modern society. As matters of life and death, these two issues represent an
obligation for everyone and are subjects related to both the value and dignity of
human life. In particular, the two issues have ethical or religious aspects, and

also involve the task of reaching a social consensus.

By considering such social realities, this article investigated the issues of
abortion and euthanasia from the perspectives of Christianity and positive law.
As a result, abortion can be considered as a component of crime from a
spirituality and positive law point of view, and an embryo can be regarded as a
living being from the moment conception occurs, and should be protected as a
living human being. In addition, from a bioethical point of view, measures to
reduce the harmful effects of abortion should be taken promptly. From the
perspectives of spirituality and positive law, measures and solutions that
consider the circumstances of patients’ families without damaging the dignity

and value of human life are urgently needed.



