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The Right to Choose Death
- Can Buddhism Justify Euthanasia? -

Lim, Sanglak
(Ven. IL Yun)

Doctoral Program in Philosophy
Kyung Hee University

This paper reexamines the issue of euthanasia from the
perspective of traditional Buddhist bioethics and explores new
possibilities for interpretation in light of modern medical
technological advances. Traditionally, Buddhism viewed euthanasia
negatively according to the precept against killing, but with the
advancement of modern medicine, new ethical considerations
have become necessary as issues of futile life-sustaining treatment
and patient quality of life have emerged.this paper attempts to
provide Buddhist justification for euthanasia in terms of the
possibility of reinterpreting precepts, the relationship between the
non-killing precept and pain reduction, and the variability of
karma and individual autonomy. In particular, for patients who
have no possibility of recovery while experiencing extreme
suffering, it suggests that limited euthanasia could be permitted
as an act of compassion rather than unconditional life extension.
light of Buddhist concepts of impermanence and the Middle Way,
death is seen as a natural part of life’s flow, and excessive

attachment or extreme attitudes should be avoided. Therefore,
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euthanasia should be approached from a middle-way perspective
that comprehensively considers the patient's suffering, possibility
of recovery, and autonomy. This can serve as a harmonious
interpretation between the Buddhist spirit of compassion and

modern medical ethics.
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