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[T Celui qui revient,, Le Livre de Poche, 233~236%]

A Cu'ussk de cette année-13, quand la famille s'est trouvée réunie, les adultes
parlaient a voix basse. Comme si les enfants avaient été des espions. Tout bas pour

éviter que mes fréres et mes cousins, encore plus jeunes, et moi ne les entendions.

Mon plus jeune oncle qui travillait dans une entreprise militare a discuté jusque

tard le soir avec mon pere dans la chambre des parents.

— lls sont débarqué en pleine nuit. J'ai d’'abord cru que c'étaient des voleurs! lls
sont entrés en cassant simultanément la porte de la cuisine et celle de I'entrée. lls
croyaient qu'ils allaient découvrir Song chez moi. Je l'avais rencontré la veille dans
I'apres-midi. J'étais passé chez mon éditeur pour obtenir quatre cent mille wons
d'acompte pour l'anthologie et je lui avais donné l'argent au cours d'un bref
rendez-vous a Mydngdong... lls nous ont interrogés séparément, ma femme et moi.
Puis ils sont voulu que je les accompagne, mais si j'obtempérais, j'étais bon pour
Namsan. Alors j'ai menti, j'ai affrimé qu’on n’était plus tres proche depuis I'année

derniere.

— Fais attention, jai I'impressin que ta ligne téléphonique est surveillée. Elle émet
un sifflement en ce moment et il parait que c'est un signe. Mon ami Yéngjun est
aussi en cavale. Il a été emmené il y a deux ans aux renseignements militaires ou

on lui a arraché les dix ongles des mains. S'il se fait prendre a nouveau, il est foutu.

Dans la cuisine, les épouses de mes oncles paternels et ma mere cuisinaient et

discutaient a voix basse :

— |l parait qu'ils lui coupé les seins.

— Mon Dieu!

— J'ai méme entendu dire qu'ils avaient sorti le foetus de son ventre.

— Mon Dieu, ces choses-la sont-elles possibles?
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— Les propriétaires actuels de votre ancien logement avaient loué I'annexe a une
famille qui avaient un gosse du méme age que leur fils. Cinq éléves du colege T

sont morts ou disparus, dont les deux garcons de cette maison...

Ma mére qui ponctuait cette conversation avec des <{Mon Dieu!) qui
ressemblainet a des soupirs est restée silencieuse, téte baissée. Peu apres, elle s'est

remise a paler en chuchotant :

— Tu vois les gars qu’'on avait présenté a Hiydng il y a deux ans? Le prof de maths
du college K. C'était quelqu'un de bien, mais ¢a n'avait pas marché entre eux. Il
parait qu'il est arrivé un malheur a sa femme. Elle était enceinte jusqu'aux yeux.

Elle attendait son mari devant la maison...

Une de mes tantes, venue de Taejon, attendait la suite sans pousser le sempiternel
{Mon Dieu!), tout en clignant des yeux qui ressemblaient a ceux d'un veau. Comme

ma mere n'osait pas poursuivre, ma tante de Kwangju a pris le relais.
— Moi aussi, j'ai entendu cette histoire. C'était donc lui?

— La bonne femme est morte sous les balles, mais le foetus a survécu quelque

minutes...

Si ma tante paternelle Hiyéng avait épousé ce prof de maths, me suis-je dit a ce
moment-la. Dans mon imagination déformante d'enfant, ma tante, alors agée de
vingt-six ans, se trouvait devant le portrail avec son ventre arrondi. Une balle venait
s'incruster dans son front. Dans le ventre de cette femme qui aimait chanter de
facon lyrique les chansons de Yang Hitin, le bébé remuait les yeux en ouvrant la

bouche comme un poisson.

C'est deux ans plus tard, en été, que mon pere a apporté cet album de photos
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chez nous. Il I'avait trouve a la gare routiere de cette ville, ou il était dessendu pour
un enterrement. Ma tante Hiyéng, qui, contrairement a ce que j'avais imaginé, n’
avait pas recu de balle ni n'était mariée, était de passage chez nous. Apres avoir
parcouru ensemble I'album, ils ont gardé un lourd silence. Mon pere I'a rangé a I
envers au fond de la bibliotheque de sa chambre, pour empécher les enfants de

mettre la main dessus.

Un soir ou les adultes étaient réunis dans la cuisine pour regarder la télé comme
d’'habitude, j'ai ouvert le volume en cachette. Je me rappelle le moment ou jai
découvert le visage d'une fillette défiguré apres avoir été profondément labouré
par une baionnette. En moi, quelque chose de tendre dont jignorais I'existence

s'est brisé sans faire de bruit.

[T Humans Actss, Hogarth, 194~196%]

When our extended familly gathered for the thanksgiving festival that autumn, the
grown-ups took care to keep their voices down whenever they were talking among
themselves. So that my brothers and I, and even our younger cousins, wouldn't

overhear anything we weren't supposed to. As though we children were spies.

My father's brother was working in the defense industry at the time, and the two

of them whispered together in the main room until the small hours.

"Please, hyeong, be careful. I'm pretty sure they've tapped your phone line. These
days, whenever | call you | can hear this kind of whooshing sound, that's
wiretapping. My friend Yeong-jin—you remember him, right? He's decided to get
out of it while he still can. The military police took him the year before last, and
pried off every single one of his fingernails. Another round of that would finish him
off.”

Hushed voices from the kitchen, the younger wives preparing food with my mother.
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“The guy who bought your Aanok was renting the annex out to a couple of kids,
the boy was in the same year as the landlord’s son. | heard that there’s three dead
and two missing from D middle school alone..including both the kids who were

living there.”

My mother merely bowed her head in silence. It took a while before she began to

speak, and when she did her voice was so low | could barely make it out.

"There was a young woman...she was waiting for her husband outside their house.
Not long before her due date. They shot her in the middle of the head. She died

instantly.”

In my impressionable child’s imagination, | saw a woman in her twenties standing
in front of our old Aanok's main gate, her hands on her round stomach. A bullet

hole opened up in the center of her pale forehead. Wide as a surprised eye.
Two summers on, my father brought the photo chapbook home.

He'd been down to Gwangju on a condolence call, and had picked it up at the
train station—they were relatively common at the time, though printed in secret
and sold unofficially. Once the grown-ups had finished passing around the book,
the silence that ensued was heavy as lead. Father put it away in the bookcase, up
on the highest shelf so we children wouldn't accidentally come across it. He even

slid it in back-to-front, so that the spine wasn't visible.

At night, though, when the grown-ups were all sitting in the kichen and | knew I'd
be safe at least until the end of the nine o'clock news, | crept into the main room
in search of that book. | scanned every spine until finally | got to the top shelf. |
still remember the moment when my gaze fell upon the mutilated face of a young
woman, her features slashed through with a bayonet. Soundlessly, and without fuss,
some tender thing deep inside me broke. Something that, until then, | hadn't even

realized was there.
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[F Humans Actss, Granta, 205~207%]

When our extended familly gathered for the thanksgiving festival that autumn, the
grown-ups took care to keep their voices down whenever they were talking among
themselves. So that my brothers and |, and even our younger cousins, wouldn't

overhear anything we weren't supposed to. As though we children were spies.

My father's brother was working at the defense industry at the time, and the two

of them whispered together in the main room until the small hours.

'Please, hyeong, be careful. I'm pretty sure they've tapped your phone line. These
days, whenever | call you | can hear this kind of whooshing sound;that’s wiretapping.
My friend Yeong-jin—you remember him, right? He's decided to get out of it while
he still can. The military police took him the year before last, and pried off every

single one of his fingernails. Another round of that would finish him off.’
Hushed voices from the kitchen; the younger wives preparing food with my mother.

‘The guy who bought your hanok was renting the annex out to a couple of kids;the
boy was in the same year as the landlord’s son. | heard that there’'s three dead and
two missing from D middle school alone...including both the kids who were living

there.

My mother merely bowed her head in silence. It took a while before she began to

speak, and when she did her voice was so low | could barely make it out.

‘There was a young woman... She was waiting for her husband outside their house.
Not long before her due date. They shot her in the middle of the head. She died
instantly.’

In my impressionable child’'s imagination, | saw a woman in her twenties standing
in front of our old hanok’s main gate, her hands on her round stomach. A bullet

hole opened up in the centre of her pale forehead. Wide as a surprised eye.
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Two summers on, my father brought the photo chapbook home.

He'd been down to Gwangju on a condolence call, and had picked it up at the
train station — they were relatively common at the time, though printed in secret
and sold unofficially. Once the grown-ups had finished passing the book round,
the silence that ensued was heavy as lead. Father put it away in the bookcase, up
on the highest shelf so we children wouldn't accidentally come across it. He even

slid it in back-to-front, so that the spine wasn't visible.

At night, though, when the grown-ups were all sitting in the kichen and | knew I'd
be safe at least until the end of the nine o'clock news, | crept into the main room
in search of that book. | scanned every spine until finally | got to the top shelf;l still
remember the moment when my gaze fell upon the mutilated face of a young
woman, her features slashed through with a bayonet. Soundlessly, and without fuss,
some tender thing deep inside me broke. Something that, until then, | hadn't even

realized was there.
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