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SimWon(:0i&) Song Bok(* 18)'s Academic World:
The Road to ‘Bakmun Yakrye'((E3k9i&)

Kim, Wang-Bae. Professor, Yonsei University.
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[Abstract}

This article examines the academic journey and meaning of SimWon,
Song Bok (R1E, 1938~ ), forecasting the future tasks. SimWon, as a
political sociologist, has walked the world of consilient learning that
encompasses all times and places. His academic path, which has been
carrying out the academic practice of unifying knowledge and practice, can
be summarized as ‘Bakmun Yakrye ([3CHUIS). Parkmunyakrye means to
study and learn, by capturing and epitomizing the essence, and finally
practice it as a moral principle. Beginning with the problem of
organizational power, Song Bok has covered key themes such as inequality
and class, conflict, leadership and morality, and national-historical identity
issues. After penetrating and clarifying the context and points of these
areas, he took the role of an intellectual changing the world.

SimWon has insisted that it is because today's social sciences, suffering
from 'poverty of philosophy' and by doing so losing their imagination,
creativity, and storytelling capacity, lack the foundation of humanities to
develop sensibility, discernment, and speculative ability. He tried to find the
basic knowledge of humanities in oriental values. He has attempted to

overcome the poverty of the humanities facing our society today by
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reinterpreting the meanings contained in various ancient texts.

As a political sociologist, SimWon Song Bok has paid attentions to
the issues of power and inequality which are the driving force of a society
and the source of conflict. SimWon then diagnosed various conflicts in
Korean society through the lens of social mobility, which frequently
occurred during the compressed growth of space and time in Korean
society. He defined conflicts in Korean society as having corruption-type
properties caused by ‘time delay’ between goals and means. However, he
argues that since conflicts inevitably occur in an industrialized pluralistic
society, we should pay attention to how to institutionalize conflicts, rather
than taking the issue with conflicts themselves.

ShimWon's academic and world view can be described as 'theory of
reality beyond real world. While most scholars in Korea rely on Western
academic frameworks and concepts for understanding reality and talking
about alternatives, he sharply analyzed Korean society through the
experiences and intuitions he felt with his ‘feet and heart’. He has shown
the alternatives based on reality as well. However, Song Bok’s spirit of
'open society and the conservative', which insists on future-oriented reform

while stepping into reality, remains an unfinished task.



