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A Scholar on the Edge:
Song Bok, a Sociologist Who Built a Melting Pot of
Knowledge Based on Oriental Thoughts

Moon, Sang-Seok. Professor, Kangwon National University.

Key Words: contingency, political science, sociology, Journalism,
methodology for social sciences, furnace, furnace,
essence

[Abstract}

This study seeks to explain through ‘coincidence’ the academic world of
Professor Song Bok, who took Chinese studies and traditional Korean
thoughts as the basis of learning, worked as a journalist in the field, lived
as a scholar who majored in political science, and lived his entire life as a
sociologist on the border. The academic world of Song Bok, professor
emeritus of sociology at Yonsei University and a former journalist who
enjoyed Chinese studies and had a background in political science, is
covered from the perspective of knowledge sociology, which is based on
studies that are completely different from the real world he experienced.
Born into a family of Chinese scholars, Chinese Studies-friendly environment
and home education, college life in Seoul, and experience in the world of
thought. The rational thinking based on reality of the military, the
experience of magazine <Cheongmaek™>, exposure to sociology at the
Graduate School of Journalism, studying abroad at the University of Hawaii
and experiencing English, comparing Shakespeare and Chinese Old Literature
(GomunJinbo), and realizing that he could not help but enjoy Chinese

studies, gave him various experiences in sociology. It was a series of
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coincidental events that led to. In social science, contingency is suitable for
explaining long-term pathways where causal relationships are difficult to
operate. As a sociologist, Professor Song Bok’s experiences of various events
leading up to his life were connected by chance, but within each event was
the blood and sweat invested by the human being Song Bok. Chinese
studies, English, his career as a journalist, political science, and his way of
pursuing studies, which are explained through causal relationships, were the
products of his efforts, and each of these events can be treated through a
path explanation called coincidence.

Song Bok, who entered the journalism industry with experience in
sociology and recognition for his writing skills, was still distant from
sociology. In the meantime, while he was experiencing the field of
journalism, the launch of the magazine, <Cheongmaek> and a series of
events that occurred led him to begin the academic world of sociology in
earnest. The vortex of modernization and political change in Korean society
led Song Bok, who had experience in a variety of academic fields, to start
out as a sociologist. The connection with Yonsei University, which he came
across by chance, gave him a variety of experiences and although he chose
a different path in life than other professors, it was a valuable gift to him,
preventing him from falling into a path other than that of a scholar.
Professor Song Bok was able to achieve freedom as a scholar at Yonsei
University. Because he did not work at a school, he lived as the master of
his time, as the master of writing by writing what he wanted without
pressure, and as he did not conduct research to raise research funds, he
lived free from money. Professor Song Bok was able to conduct research in
search of reality without being pressured by social structure, and as a
result, he was able to explain Korean society in terms of inequality, class,

and organization. This study is a study to find the roots and processes of
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Song Bok, who has followed a single path of explaining social phenomena
through Korean sociology by finding Eastern ideas that form the deep

structure of Korean society based on Western academic methodology.



