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Life, Value Orientation, and Disciplines of
Professor Song Bok

Chung, Hark-Serp. Emeritus Professor, Chonbuk National University
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Meseting, Privilege and Responsibility, Ryu Seong-ryong#il
B%8e) Leadership, Jungyong(#&) Leadership, Calligrapher

[Abstract}

Professor Song Bok (R1E) (1937~) was born in Gimhae, Gyeongsangnam-do,
studied Oriental classics from an early age, and graduated from Busan
High School and Seoul National University’s College of Literature and
Political Science. His nicname(3%) is Simwon(‘LyE). After studying sociology
at the University of Hawaii, he earned a Ph.D. in political science at the
University of Hawaii. In 1975, he was appointed as a professor of
sociology at Yonsei University and retired at retirement age in 2002.
Eleven independent books, eight compilations, three translations, and
hundreds of papers and columns were published and produced. Based on
MoonSaCheol( 5 #), he conducted research, lectures, and writing
activities, holding two calligraphy exhibitions with his wife, and holding
calligraphy exhibitions at the time with his hobbyists to open the horizon
of “pleasure and enjoyment” as a calligrapher.

In the midst of structural changes and transformation in Korean society
(in vortex), Professor Song Bok has been at the forefront of criticizing
civilization with determined attitude and honest attitude. In the public
sphere of Korean society, where humanistic anguish and philosophical and

ideological abundance are disappearing, he has deepened his humanistic
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reflection and horizons. In today’s “public sphere where fake news and
distorted information are dominated and political factions are rampant (fl
%), he has fulfilled the calling of scholars and watchmen. He has pursued
and practiced the dignity of a respected elder, such as the dignity and
private resources. He has worked hard to search for true truth and restore
wisdom with “the power of intelligentsia with insight and total analysis
based on humanistic literacy.”

Professor Song Bok explained the core concepts of studying abroad, such
as benevolence, virtue, filial piety, courtesy, and sage, in a social (scientific)
manner through "What is Oriental Value}. It was interpreted and its
sociological implications were newly resolved. It confirmed that oriental
values can work as universal values, and sought and explored how they can
be joined and integrated in modern and contemporary society. In addition,
the characteristics of the Imjin War(A R ) were newly defined in
terms of social science through studies such as TThe Great Encounters($]
gl W), Seo  Ae(PHEE) Ryu Seong—ryong(wmﬁﬁg), the leader of
overcoming national difficulties, was studied in detail and his greatness was
greatly evaluated. The core of their writings, such as Jingbirok, stipulated
that it is “thoroughly disciplining the predecessors’ trains and thoroughly
wary of future consequences.” It was concluded that the core element was
“self-strengthening,” a lesson that “we must become stronger day by day.”
Through  numerous  columns, Noblesse  Oblige’s  “privileges  and
responsibilities” have been suggested as an alternative to advancing Korean
society. One of the results of such discussions was also appeared in the
book FPrivileges and Responsibilitiesg(l—qg‘alg]’ AM2l). He founded the Seoae
Association, has published the academic journal "Seoae Researchy and is
involving in the launch of the Jingbi Forum, based on the philosophy

and spirit of Jingbi ().





