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<Abstract>

The Thought of the Middle Way Free From Dudlistic
Extremes in the Expostion of the Vgrasamadhi Satra of
Wonhyo

Kim, Young-Mi’

Wonhyo systemdtized his origind philosophy of the middle way that is free from
dudigtic extremes(4# —rh3) in the Expostion of the Varasamadhi Satra(4:illl =mAAK
). He spedificdly employed the term the middle way free from dudidtic extremes,
for three times, once in the firg aticle of "The Sgnless Dharma chapter,, twice in
the last aticdle of fThe Tathagatagarbha chapter,. He additiondly used the terms, the
abolute truth(iE3), the conventiond truth({a:T), the middle way from the standpoint
of the absolute truth(EzHHiE), and the midde way from the sandpoint of
conventiond  truth({3ztrhii), aming a the middle way free from dudidtic extremes
(e AriE)[EEIEMA i er] in "The Accessing the Edge of Reality chapter,.

Wonhyo introduced five stages: the conventiond truth is parikapita-svabhava(GEz i
#HPp), that is, dl tesching of the conventiond truth(—bJiEE%), the absolute truth is
parinispanna-svabhava( (Bl E4), thet is, initid enlightenment(#4%), the middle way
from the standpoint of conventiond truth[{#aFE] is paratantra-svabhava({ik i),
the middle way from the standpoint of the absolute truth is parinispanna-svabhava, that
is, origind enlightenment(#4£%) and the middle way free from dudigtic extremes is the
sage a which the middle way from the dtandpoint of convertiond truth and the
middle way from the standpoint of the absolute truth coexist. Wonhyo accommodated
the twofold truth of the absolute truth and the conventiond truth, merged
Madhyameka(f#) and Yogacara(ifti}) and exploited the unique logic of the middle
way free from dudigic extremes as ‘the circulaion like a drde in which the
exchange of the middle way from the standpoint of the absolute truth and the middle

* Ph. D. Dept. of Buddhist Studies, Dongguk Univ. in Gyeongju
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way from the standpoint of conventiond truth free is unrestrained.

Three key points of the Expostion of the Vagrasamachi Satra Wonhyo are as
folows Frg, it is the contemplaion practice thet has but a single tagte in which we
practice dhyang[jiifl]. Second, it is the three voidnesses that converges the twofold
truth(—E#=R) in Madhyameka and the three natures of cognition(=/4:5%) in Yogécara
and are conduded into the middle way free from dudigtic extremes. Third, it is a
four-character line of a gatha aticulating the fact tha aising and ceasing are not two
separate things. The middle way free from dudigtic extremes in the Expostion of the
Varasamadhi Sitra systemetized the foundation of his practices and ultimatdly made it
posshble to besow benefits to dl beings by returning to the fountainhead of the one
mind.

Key Words Wonhyo, The Expostion of the Varasamadhi Sutra, the middle way free
from dudigic extremes, the middle way from the sandpoint of the
absolute truth, the middle way from the standpoint of conventiond truth.
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