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<Abstract>

A comparative study in three kinds of middle way in the
Sanlun school and the middle way free from dualistic
extremes of Wonhyo

Kim, Young-mi*

Buddha's enlightenment can be interpreted in various ways by how to perceive the
twofold truth, which are the absolute truth of enlightenment and the conventional truth
of the mundane world. Mahaprajfiaparamita-satra manifests three different types of the
twofold truth. First, the twofold truth, which is the form of the ultimate truth and
conventional truth as a doctrinal teaching, was passed down to Senglang, and now is
developed into ‘the logic that the twofold truth is the teaching(—EEZ#Eh) - ‘the
logic for three kinds of middle way(=#firiisgs), resulting in ‘the sermon of four
levels of the twofold truths(JU=E — =)’ Second, the twofold truth, which made the
ultimate truth as ‘the nature of emptiness cannot be calledCf~r[E2EM4) and
conventional truth as Buddha's preaching is a temporary expedient of ‘the nature of
emptiness cannot be called’, was inherited by Wonhyo and expanded into the middle
way free from dualistic extremes(4& —rfi&). Third, the twofold truth, which preaches
integration of all phenomena with one another of the ultimate truth and conventional
truth, was inherited by Wonhyo as production and extinction are mutual identification,
and by Senglang as existence and non-existence are mutual identification.

The Sanlun school in China established ‘the middle way as their essence(riE i
#m) by revealing that the essence of the twofold truth is the middle way and ‘the
theory of conventionally designated emptiness({i#442= #i%)’ derived from existence
and nonexistence are mutual identification(5 EAHE) of Sengzhao is inherited as ‘the
middle way clarificating the twofold truths synthetically(—Z¥&-Hii&)” of the Sanlun
school, denating enlightenment as ‘the three kinds of middle way(=ffi+i3#)’ including

* Research Professor, Dongguk University(Gyeongju).
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‘the middle way discussing the twofold truth separately(—ZE& i) [the middle
way from the standpoint of the conventional truth -the middle way from the
standpoint of the absolute truth] and ‘the middle way clarificating the twofold truths
synthetically(—Zk&-HH38) . In response, Wonhyo of Korea employed the terms, the
middle way from the standpoint of the conventional truth - the middle way from the
standpoint of the absolute truth - the middle way free from dualistic extremes to
represent the stage of enlightenment in Wonhyo's Exposition of the Vajrasamadhi
Sutra. The middle way free from dualistic extremes is converged into the twofold
truth[the conventional truth and absolute truth] in Madhyamaka and the three natures
of  cognition in  Yogéacara[parikalpita-svabhava, parinispanna-svabhava(initial
enlightenment), paratantra-svabhava, parinispanna-svabhava(original enlightenment)].

Key Words: three kinds of middle way, the middle way free from dualistic extremes,
Senglang, Wonhyo, enlightenment
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