, 23 =
= Pw é?Kﬁ,‘FPCICDR'(K«B pms. /1011 @,
T QF STALE Ji

PARTMENT 7~ : OLAS MR Casos On‘i:_’____’____———-—-—"’"
.EE.-—‘#-“”'“" { )[)L-CLAOS‘FY £o Citations

EXGISE

) RELEASE DECLASSIFY . g autharity 10 74

TEXT OF TELEGRAM 79SEOUL 016750 oy EXE:?E %) n PAR;I' /WA \ nsLArtm‘“ TS ; ) C OADR 3 Y

{ . DE -Regponaive 1nf0 LASSIFY 88 ) C OADR
e doete B 2 WNGRADE TS 1o { )8 & { e

FOIA Exsmi‘“"“‘__.._—’-v-—‘-‘ ¢) -~

ph Exe T4
PAGE O SEOUL 16750 Of OF 02 0209282 VR
ACTION EA-0O6

el

INFO 0CT-0! SS5-14 ADS-00 L-01 H-01 INR-O5 PM-03 PA-Of i (}:’ f/
SP-02 HA-02 ACDA-10 CIAE-00 DODE-0O NSAE-00 : <,
NSCE-00 $S0-00 ICAE-Q0 INRE-00 OMB-01 /047 W ‘

‘ e AL 100386 020837Z /21
0 0209002 NOV 79

FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL

TO SECSTATE WASHOC IMMEDIATE 2056

INFO AMI¥3ASSY TOKYO ‘ '

—sscnun 01 OF 02 SEDUL 16750.

1

LiMoIs © 7

E0 12CEE: 2DS-4 14/1/89 (CLARK, WILLIAM) OR-P

TAGS: PINT, PGOV, PEPR, K§, US

SUBJECT ; WIDESPREAD APPREHENSION ABOUT A POSSIBLE

- B DETURN TO MILITARY RULE UNLESS THE AMERICANS .
- STOP

REF: (A} SEDUL 16Ei:. (8) SECUL 16£€0
1. ‘ENTJRE TEXT,

2. SUMMARY: WE HAVE SPOKEN TO A NUMBER OF POLITICALLY-
AWARE WOREANS SINCE PRESIDENT PARK’S ‘DEATH. MOST OF THESE
PEOPLE -ARE DPPOSITION POLITIGIANS OR DISSIDENTS BUT SOME
ARE PRD-GOVERNMENT. THEIR VIEWS DO NOT NECESSARILY RE-
FLECT POPULAR OPINION. THE FEELING IS STRONG IN THIS
OPPOSITIDN-DRIENTED GROUP THAT PRESIDENT PARK’S DEATH WAS
THE RESULY OF A COUP ATTEMPT, ONE IN WHICH THE AMERICANS
MAY HLVE BEEN INVOLVED. PEOPLE THINK THAT THE MILITARY,
HAVING ACHIEVED POWER, WILL NOT GIVE IT UP EASILY. OQUR
SAMPLING OF PRO-GOVERNMENT POLITICIANS SUGGESTS THEY ARE
DRIFTING WITHOUT THEIR LEADER, BUT SOME ARE CLEARLY WILL-
ING, OR EVEN EAGER, TO SEE SOME SODRT OF SUBSTANTIAL MOVE-
MENT TOWARD A MORE DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT. THE OPPOSITION
CONF IDENTIAL
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SEEMS MUCH MORE CONFIDENT OF THE FUTURE THAN THE PRO-
GUVERNMENT PARTIES, ALTHOUGH THEY FEEL THAT PROLONGATION
OF MILITARY CONTROL COULD RUIN THEIR PLANS FOR DEMOCRATI-
ZATION. EVERYONE BELIEVES THAT U.S. POWER TO SHAPE EVENTS
15 THE GREATEST IN YEARS, AND OPPOSITION FIGURES SAY WE
WOULD BE FOOLS NOT TO USE THAT POWER TO ER KDREAN
DEMOCRACY. SUB-SURFACE POLITICAL ACTIVITY FS HIGH AND
WILL PICK UP AFTER THE PRESIDENT‘S FUNERAL. MUCH OF THE e
VENOM UIRECTED AT PARK AS A PERSON IS GONE, KIM YONG-SAM
PAGE NO, 1
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SEEMS DETERMINED TO PRESS FOR QUICK, MAXIMUM GAINS, BUY

EVEN SOME OF HIS PARTY COLLEAGUES SEE HIS INFLEXIBILITY
AS AN OBSTACLE TO MOVEMENT TOWARD UEMOCRACY. NO MATTER
WHAT DEVELOPS, STATEMENTS AND ACTIDNS DF THE U.S, ARE

GOING TO BE SEEN AS TREMENDOUSLY SIGNIFIGANT BY THE KOREANS
AND MOST WILL GIVE US A LARGE SHARE OF THE CREDIT OR BLAME
FOR THE EVENTUAL OQUTCOME. END SUMMARY,

3. SINCE PRESIDENT PARK'S DEATH, WE HAVE SPOKEN TO A
NUMBER OF POLITICALLY-AWARE KOREANS ABDUT THE EVENTS
LEADING UP TO HIS KILLING AND PROSPECTS FUOR THE FUTURE.
MOST OF THESE CONTACTS WERE AMONG THE OPPOSITION AND
DISSTIDENT ELEMENTS, ALTHOUGH SOME PRO-GOVERNMENT POLITY-
CIANS MERE TNCLUDEDR. THEIR OPINIONS DO NOT NECESSARILY
REFLECT, JHF FEELING OF THE AVERAGE KOREAN. AMONG THE
OPPOSITIONISTS THERE IS CONCERN THAT PRESIDENT PARK’S
DEATH WAS T+HE RESULT OF A KCIA OR MILITARY COUP PLOT.
WHILE 'RUMOR3 ABOUT THE PRESIDENT’S DEATH EXISTED FROM

THE VERY FIRST, A MNUMBER OF CIRCUMSTANCES (GENERAL CHUNG
SUNG-HWA’S PRESENCE IN THE AREA, THE ROLE OF KIM KYE-WON,
AND DEBATE ABODUT WHO DID THE ACTUAL SHOOTING OF THE PRESI-
DENT) HAVE LED TO A CONVICTION BY MANY POLITICALLY-AWARE
KOREANS WE HAVE TALKED WITH THAT THE PRESIDENT‘S DEATH
WAS FAR MZREZ THAN A BIZARRE INCIDENT IN WHICH ONLY KIM

PAGE O3 °° SEQUL 16750 01 OF 02 020928Z

-3 g
CHAE-4Yy1] AND MIS HENCHMEN WERE INVOLVED. THESE SAME
PEOPLE,_ALSO TEND TO ASSUME THAT THE U.S. PLAYED A ROLE
IN THE PRESIDENT’S DEATH, OR AT LEAST GAVE TACIT APPROVAL
FOR THE SHOOTING. ACCORDING TO THE PEOPLE WHO VOICE THESE

SUSPICFIONS, THE ROK MILITARY. HAVING BEEN THRUST INTD . ; {} *“??“;ﬁ
POWER & «<MAY WELL DECIDE NOT TO RELINQUISH IT. } ' g—?ﬂ-ii
. ! &
e A ! ¥ 4 Bu
4. PHEO-GOVERNMENT POLITICIANS, DEPRIVED OF THEIR LEADER, ! i i- }?E en“L

ARE CLEARLY LOSS AS TO WHAT TO DO. THE SHOCK THEY
FEEL, COMBINED WITH THE ABSENCE OF ANYONE ABLE TO GIVE
THEM ORLERS, HAS LEFT THEM DRIFTING. "BOTH CHA CHI-CHOL -
AND KIM CHAE-KYU USED TO QRDER US ARDUND®, SAID ONE DRP
ASSEMBLYMAN, YNOW THEY, AND THE PRESIDENT, ARE GUNE.™
THERE IS SYMPATHY AMONG PRO-GOVERNMENT POLITICIANS FOR
MANY OF THE REFORMS ADVOCATED BY THEIR OPPOSITION
COLLEAGUES. FOR EXAMPLE, ONE YOUNG YUJUDNGHOE ASSEMBLYMAN
TOLD US THAT MANY OF HIS FELLOW PARTY MEMBERS FAVOR DIRECT
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, THE LIFTING OF EM-9 AND SIMILAR
DEMOCRATIC REFORMS, ALTHOUGH SOME SORT OF TRANSITIDNAL
PERIDD IS5 NEEDED BEFDRE THESE REFORMS COULD BE REALIZED,
HE, LIKE NDP ASSEMBLYMAN YI CHOL-SUNG AND KO HUNG-MUN,
SAID THAT PEOPLE WoULD ACCEPT A TRANSITIONAL PERIOD IF
IT WERE MADE CLEAR THAT PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS WOULD
FOLLOW. ACTING PRESIDENT CH'OE KYU-HA'S NAME IS MOST
OFTEN MENTIONED AS A POSSIBLE LEADER DURING THIS.PERIGD,
BUT WE HAVE ALSO HEARD THAT CHUNG IL-KWON COULD PERFORM
PAGE NO. 2
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SUCH A ROLE EFFECTIVELY AND MIGHT ACCEPT THE POST ON THAT
BASIS.

5. THE OPPDSITION, INCLUDING THE DISSIDENTS, ARE NOW
ACTING MORE CONFIDENT OF THEIR ABILITY TO SHAPE THE FUTURE
THAN ARE THE PRO-GOVERNMENT PECPLE WE HAVE TALKED WITH,
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THEY SES. **. THE REACTION TGO THE PRESIDENT’S DEATH PROOF
THAT EVEN GNVERNMENT DFFICIALS IN SECONDARY POSITIONS
REALIZYDY PATK HAD TO GD. GIVEN THIS, THEY SEE THE PRESENT
PERIOD' AS A PERFECT OPPURTUNITY TO AMEND THE CONSTITUTION
TO PROVIDE FOR THE DIRECT ELECTION OF A PRESIDENT AND NEW
ASSEMBLY dN A FREE, NATION-WIDE POLL. OTHER CONSTITU-
TIONALs REMISIONS, SUCH AS THE ABOLITION OF THE APPOINTED
YUJONGHAE, AND ELECTORAL-COLLEGE-LIKE NATIONAL CONFEREMCE
FOR UMNIFICATION, ARE ALSD NECESSARY, THEY SAY. EVEN MANY
OF THE DISSIDENTS, HOWEVER, ARE WILLING TO WAIT FOR THESE
CHANGES,” ‘A5 LONG AS THEY ARE SURE THEY WILL HAVE A CHAMCE
TO PRESS TMEIR CAUSES OVER THE NEXT "TRANSITIONAL" YEAR.
KIM YGNG-SAM IS IN THE LEAD OF THOSE SAYING THAT WHAT
KOREA NEEDS 15 REFORM NOW, NOT VAGUE PROMISES OF FUTURE
CHANGE, BUT MANY IN HIS5 OWN PARTY DO NOT AGREE,

6. IN“YHE MINDS OF THE NOP AND DISSIDENTS, THE MAJOR
PERCEIVED OBSTACLE TO GUNSTITUTIONAL REVISION AND ELEC-
TIONS IS THE MILITARY. AS POINTED OUT, THERE IS A WIDE-
SPREAD CONCERN THAT THE MILITARY, HAVING ACHIEVED POWER,
PERHAPS AS THE RESULT OF A COUP PLOT, WILL EXTEND MARTIAL
LAW INDEFINITELY TO JUSTIFY REMAINING IN POWER, EVEN IFf
THE MILITARY WAS NOT INCLINED TD MWAINTAIN ITSELF IN POWER,
CONFIDENTIAL ;
CONFIDENTIAL

PAGE 02 . SEQUL 16750 02 OF 02 0209472

TOO RAUCDUS ACTIVITY ON THE POLITICAL SCENE COULD LEAD TO
THE SAME RESULT. EVEN SOME PRO-GOVERNMENT POLITICIAAND ACADEMICIANS SUBSCRIBE TO THI

7. THE OPPQSITION/DISSIDENT LEADERS FEEL THAT ONLY DIRECT,
CLEAR-CDT U.S. INTERVENTION CAN PREVENT THIS. WE HAVE
BEEN TOLD TIME AND AGAIN THAT THE POWER OF THE U.S5. TO
SHAPE EVENTS IS GREATER NOW THAN IT HAS BEEN FOR MANY
YEARS AND THAT WE WOULD BE FDDLISH NDT TOD USE I7. OPPO-
SITION POLITICIANS SCOFF AT STATEMENTS THAT KOREA’S FUTURE
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MUST BE WORKED OUT BY KOREANS. ONE NDP ASSEMBLYMAN,
STRONG SUPPORTER OF KIM YONG-SAM, SAID, *IF YOU DON'T
TAKE ACTION, THE MILITARY WILL JUST STAY IN POWER. THE
STUDENTS AND PEOPLE WILL RISE UP AGAINST THIS, AND YOU
WILL HAVE ITNDIRECTLY CAUSED THE VERY CHAOS YOU CLAIM YOU
WANT TO AVOID." '

B/

e e BREEc mm e nesmr wgen A YUJONGHDE ASSEMBLYMAN
ADDED, "¥QU/RC ONE OF THE Fodﬁ'Powens IN THIS FLUID
SITUATION, WHETHER YOU LIKE IT OR NOT.* (THE OTHER

- POWERS AREZTHr MILITARY, THE PEDPLE, AND THE POLITICIANS
AS A GROWP.) -

L2 N XY

8. COMMENT: ‘ON THE EVE OF THE FUNERAL, THE POLITICAL
KETTLE 15 BUBBLING BENEATH THE SURFACE, AND THERE ARE
INNUMERABLE MEETINGS BETWEEN POLITICAL FRIENDS AND RIVALS
ALIKE. THERE WILL BE EVEN MORE ACTIVITY ONCE THE FERIOD
OF MOURNIMG FOR PRESIDENT PARK IS OVER. THE OPPOSITION
SEES A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO PRESS FOR FREE ELECTIONS AND
BASIC CIVIL AND HUMAN RIGHTS REFORMS DURING THE WEEKS
AMEAD, PN HAS ADOPTED A POSITIVE APPRUACH. PRESIDENT
PARK WAS ThE FOCUS OF THE OPPOSITION’S ANTIPATHY TOWARD

B
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THE GOVERNMENT: NOW THAT HE’S GONE MUCH OF THE VENOM
SEEMS TO- HAME GONE QUT OF OPPOSITION THINKING, BOTH S
OPPOSITINN AND RULING PARTY POLITICIANS ASSUME THAT,
BARRING A MILITARY TAKEOVER, THE YUSHIN $YSTEM WILL T
UNOERGO' CHANGES. NO MATTER WHO WINDS UP ON TOP, YUSHIN : R
WAS S0 TLUSCLYTIFIED WITH THE LATE PRESIDENT THAT
1T CANNGT ZINTINUE IN TOTO.
9. POLITICIANS WE HAVE TALKED WITH, BUT ESPECIALLY THE
OPPDSITION POLS, SEE DANGER, BUT ALSO OPPORTUNITY FOR
DEMOCRATIC REFORMS AHEAD. PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES MAY
PROVIDE KIM YONG-SAM’S LAST CHANCE TO BECOME PRESIDENT,
AND HE IS GUING TO GO FOR BROKE. PARADOXICALLY, HOWEVER,
KIM YONG-SAM IS SEEN, EVEN BY SOME OF HIS OPPOSITION PARTY
SUPPORTERS, AS ONE DF THE REAL DBSTACLES IN MOVING TOWARD
A MORE DEMOCRATIC FORM OF GOVERNMENT. ONE MODERATE NOP
ASSEMELYMAN, WHO CLEARLY FEARS THAT THE MILITARY MIGHT
STAY IN POWER, TOLD US THAT KIM, BY HIS UNWILLINGNESS TO
COMPROMISE AND INFLAMMATORY STATEMENTS, MIGHT "FRIGMTEN®
THE MILITARY LEADERS INTO THINKING THAT THEY HAD NO CHOICE
BUT TO TAKE OVER. 1IN ANY EVENT, WHAT THE U.S, SAYS ANO
DOES OUREING THE COMING WEEKS WIL{ BE READ 8Y KOREANS AS
HAVING GREAT SIGNIFICANCE, MO MATTER WHAT OUR INTENTION
-- AND WE ARE LIKELY TO BE GREDITED WITH THE EVENTUAL
RESULT. GLEYSTEEN
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