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The big story in the news these days is the on-again off-again summit talks between Donald
Trump and Kim Jong-un. As of this writing, it looks like they will happen on June 12th in
Singapore. That's what Trump indicates. A U.S. team has gone to North Korea to prepare
for the summit. Trumps decision to cancel the talks seems to have shaken things
up--perhaps what he intended--bringing South Korean President Moon Jae-in and Kim
Jong-un together in an impromptu summit back in Panmunjeom, this time on the northern
side of the border. Moon has a strong interest in seeing the Trump-Kim talks come off. At
the same time, China is very interested in the outcome. Closer North Korea, South Korea
and U.S. ties are not what China wants even though they are very interested in reduced

tension on the Korean peninsula and North Korean denuclearization.
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It looks like the U.S. has already made some gestures, at least, of yielding to North Korean
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sensibilities by announcing a cut back of the joint U.S.-South Korea annual military exercises.
In much the same vein, Kim Jong-un released the three U.S. citizens held in prison in the
North. More on that below. A big part of Kim Jong-un's strategy to woo the U.S. is his
effort to show that he is serious about denuclearization. To this end, he, very publically,
had the tunnels at the Punggye-ri Nuclear Test Site blown up (pictures here and here). The
problem is that this may not be all that significant. The fact that no outside experts were
allowed to view the event and run any tests is disturbing. Along with that is the fact that the
North has designated Chagang Province a special zone limiting access and providing many

remote locations where nuclear weapons can be hidden.
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Meanwhile, life in South Korea is still difficult for many North Koreans who come south; at
the same time, they are coming under increasing pressure from the North to return along
with demands from the North Korean Red Cross to return a group of women who defected in
2016, whom they claim were "abducted."
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Life in the North does not get any easier either with members of the elite now getting
reduced rations and the "kkotjebi" homeless kids are experiencing more exploitation. At the
same time, local block ("inminban") leaders are gaining authority, including the authority to
expel residents. Some see this as a good development but others are not so sure.
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On a lighter note, a new memoir just released by former high-level North Korean diplomat,
Thae Yong-ho, “Cryptography From the Third-Floor Secretariat,” or, alternately, "Password
for the secretariat on the third floor: Thae Yong-ho's testimony," has just been released with
a lot of information on Kim Jong-un's family including his surviving brother, Kim Jong-chul's
passion for guitar music, especially by Eric Clapton. There are also a group of South Korean
women leaders led by World YWCA vice president, Han Mimi, who walked along the DMZ to
promote peace. A new museum is opening in Seoul, also promoting reunification--the "Moon
Ik-whan House of Reunification." And the New Korea Gathering 24-hour prayer meetings in

Paju continue until June 8. Join in, if you can.
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Finally, we remind everyone that June 15th marks the 18th anniversary of the first major

North-South summit, which occurred on June 15, 2000 in Pyongyang between Kim Jong-il and

South Korean President Kim Dae-jung. See that declaration here.
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We had been praying hopefully for the release of the three U.S. citizens detained in North
Korea. As mentioned above Kim Hak-song, Tony Kim (Kim Sang Duk) and Dong-chul Kim

have returned home! Thank you Lord! We continue to pray for six South Koreans held in



the North. And we add to that list, Daily NK journalist, Choi Song Min (alias).
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We also ask that you continue to keep American missionary to Turkey Andrew Brunson in
your prayers. We are greatly encouraged to hear that President Trump has come out

strongly calling for his release.
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Lord, let 2018 be the year of full release!

Agelitstn The River of Life School
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May included a couple of very special events for our students. The first was a mini-DTS
(YWAM Discipleship Training School) on May 3 and 4 together with their friends from the
Daum School for North Korean resettlers. Everyone was blessed richly by the event. This
was followed up a couple weeks later with a trip to the New Korea Gathering on May 17th
where they led worship. We were especially pleased to see our students taking real
leadership and with how well they were received by those who had gathered for this ongoing
prayer event. They also took advantage of the trip to go to Imjingak and pray for North
Korea there.
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Our May 22nd Three Seas Center dedication and ground blessing was a wonderful success.
God gave us perfect weather for this special time of worship and thanksgiving. We walked
the land for the next phase of construction and dedicated it to the Lord for His purposes.
We continue to look for partners to join us in the next phase of building for the Three Seas
Center and The River of Life School.

o] oA ShEAIA ofE A& st ARIA] FollFe Nad 2ETE MR BuA g AslRos
Yok Ad Adzte] oA Buk syt of7|A gojet sh=ojz gjod 4 Syt

For this event, we prepared a brief report, The Three Seas Story, for anyone interested in
what God has done here. It also includes a financial report covering the past ten years.

You may read it here in English or Korean.
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The next phase is our new school building and dormitory space. We need to build
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accommodations for the numbers of people that want to come together for prayer, seminars,
reconciliation, healing and other events in preparation for the opening of North Korea. In
order to keep moving forward with our building program, we need to raise roughly $350,000
(370,000,000 Korean won) this year and another $4 million by 2020. It's a lot but we are
confident in our Lord to provide for the work that He has called on us to take on. If you
are interested in the details, we have the construction budget available here in English and
Korean. If you would like to join in supporting this project see the information below on
contributing. If you know of anyone who might be interested, please let me know by
responding to this newsletter. [ am open to speaking about this in Korea and in the States.
Whatever you do, pray with us that all will go according to God's plan.

www.thefourthriver.org

Thank you!

In Christ's Name,

Ben Torrey

Director

The Fourth River Project, Inc.
www.thefourthriver.org
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(www.thefourthriver.org)
=

Y] HA7+ Z2AE(The Fourth River Project, Inc)2 $£EE HUYZFAMHE Yot (F=4: PO Box 744,
Vernon, CT 06066, USA)
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The Fourth River Project Inc

Contributing

If you would like to contribute to the work of the Fourth River Project, Inc, you can use
PayPal: please go to www.thefourthriver.org and use the "Make a Donation" button at the
bottom of the front page.

Or

You may contribute via check made out to The Fourth River Project, Inc. Send checks to
PO Box 744, Vernon, CT 06066, USA.

If you have a special purpose in mind for your gift (building the Three Seas Center, the River
of Life School, etc.), let us know otherwise it will be used to meet needs as we determine. If
you have questions about any project, our finances or any other aspect, feel free to email
me. All donations are fully tax deductible in the United States. The Fourth River Project,
Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation under US tax law.

If you are in Korea and want to contribute to the Three Seas Center and our construction
program, you can make a bank transfer to our Yesuwon Three Seas account at: Kookmin
Bank account number 308-01-0329-028. Please let us know via email (jasamsu@hanmail.net)

that you have sent funds and if they are for any particular purpose.

We want to let everyone know that when you shop on-line you can have a portion of your
purchase price go to the Fourth River Project through the Smile Amazon Foundation. Click

here to set this up to work automatically.



The Fourth River Project Inc
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Ben Torrey
The Fourth River Project, Inc
PO BOX 744
VERNON, CT 06066-0744



