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The Study on the Phileosophical thourht of Mae Weol Dangw

The purpose of this thesis is to study the philosophicai
thousht of Mae Wecl Uang (A.D 1435-1493) in the histoery of Korea
philosophy. The basis of Mae Weol Dang's thought is Confucian
ideas, and at the same time he is versed in Buddhism and Taolsm.
Strictly speaking, in my opinion, he is a Confucian scholar who
coemprehends Buddhism and Taoism from the viewpoint of Confucian
ideas.

He insists orn the Unity of the ”substance”(l) and its
”Functioning”.(g) Ang he asserts that:'"Human Nature itself is
Principle”.(B) From such a point of view, the thought of
"Hua Yen"(4) as the "Sinrle-vehicle Round Buddhism"(5) and
metaphysics of Neo-confucianism are understood as the same
principle. So we can understand that Mae Weol Dang unites the
Confucianism and Buddhism at the point of metaphysics.

Mae Weol Dang is very critical about Taocism because of
its metaphysics., He thinks that Taoism divides substance from
its functioning. DBut he admits the thought cf ”Wu—Yu”(é) of

Tacism.
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Such an idea derives its origin from his humanism and the
crinciple of "the Unity of Man with Heaven".(7) He says that
”Humanity”(e) is not only the human nature, but '"the Heavenly
Principle",(?) which is an identical conception with
”Sincerity”.(10>

This means that the essence of human beings and Heawvenly
Frineiple are united as one, and "the linity of the Substance
with its functioning”.(ll) bctually most of human beings don't
have a correct understanding of such ideas. And this is the
cause of antaconism and conflict. So Mae Weol Dang emphasizes
the establishment of the innately human ethical identity.
Because it is the beginnine of the virtuous mind, Humanity,
Sincerity.

Maes Weol Dang's thought seems to mean the union of the
noumenal and the rhenomenal world in philesophy, the hermony

of *he ideal and the real in an individual and society, and

the unity of man witn Heaver in relircior.
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