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1'l그 o stand on so]ider ground

U1‘i˚ e l〕 in〕 , it 】las a ν

‘

1gue idea

th,t .a)’ s be preaching aγ nong
εan'1Iat the interva】 s ㅇf t]'eir

ρ「이
⊃agaIㄱ disIㄲ  sI〕 ㅇuld be de'˙ oted to seIE— torn'ent of son'c

ki,d or otllcr.
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'by Japan 1˙

or a】 ] til1)e. It is tr'Ie t〕 lat the currictlla of

the adInirable record of rnissionary edι
Icational 'ν ork

in t]' is countr:I'.

Religioㅣ1s De、'e] 01● 】1l e】 1七 of I{o1˙ ea.

I〕

、V RF-ν . GEOI'GE 】ㅓE1'ER JONES.

Ilis conscience ''· iil not ˛
' cn suggest to 

】ㄱirn tllat ]le I)as
been guilt)' of Ileres}:.

In consid(;ril1g the diν ersined religioIIs pI'! enoIㅐ enn of
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tlrlct characteristics 'vI' ich are the outgro'ν th ㅇf tl'e
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 pagan tolera—
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)an in Korea. No Inighty strife for religious
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: WOuld se어n to con“ oveⅱ  tllis, ''as on politica1 :r∶ :Iㄸ
and because of its identi月 cation 、vith an overthro'rn

'‘

''"Iι

, and not because of any Ieligious agitation.

'V】

lateνer rnay be tlle "leories, practices, or tenets of
any one of these t11 ree cults, Ilistor,˙  seems to teac】

1 tllat
no great trut1) 'vas held in such a lnanl'er as to lead one

tO look upon the plesence of the otller cults as incoin—

patib】 e '˛’ith its ㅇ
'˙

n eχistence. As a res'Ilt the 1】 ative
takes his religious ceI˙

eⅡㄱ onies. flonl anccs tτ a1 ㅐ'orship,
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Wheτ e the shrine is simply a pⅡ e of stones tlle scenes at

the sacred trees ¼re repeated, the suppliant, howeν er’

a1'vays spitting before adding his offtring to tho stone—

heap. This is said to be a relic of some old snake fetich

'vhich has long since disappeared.

'Vater—
spτites a∶e said to frequent all splings, falls,

lakes, and τiνers. Among the rnost famo'1s is the
Dragon of I"ake Yenan, near the Yellow Sea. This
imaginary being is supposed to contro1 the food supply

of that portion of the country, and to grant fruitfu1 or

disㅗstrous years as it pleases hiⅡ 1. Wonderful stoTies
are Ielated of hin】 , and to propitiate him, especia lly in
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While the dualisrn which underlies all Korean thought

and phi1osophy causes a we11-denned distinction to be

drawn between the gross, material subjects thus sancti—

ned and a supposed inner spiritual pτ eseⅡ ce which the
Korean claims is the object of worship, the dreadfu1

efI'∋ cts of that unmooring of the soul from its anchorage

on the eternal God is seen in this prostitution of the

nob】 est f¸ culty of t1ㄱ  at soul to render homage to mate—
τial and sensua1 obj ects. But not only does nature—

worship d'varf and abase the moral nature of the
Korean, but the dread espionage of creations of his

imagination I1】 】s his heaτ t with fear at tim능 s, and leads
hi∶n into grotesque methods of e爻orcisln. : The gods of、

sicknesses cast t】 leir foul shadows on the noor of his
pan theon, the deincations of astro1ogy disngulie its

ceiling, and the gI1osts and specters of evil deeds perch

on the heads of its idols or nap their wings against its

walls. Of de'ni— gods there is no sma11 nurnber. The
apothecsis of humanity is a wel1-known doctrine to the

Korean. Heroes of great wals, sages of distant an—

tiquity, the benefactors of the people in times of
disasteτ , a11 have theil niches and reverent homage.

Tuτ ning from these native cleations in the religious

world, we haν e

BUDDHlSM.

the ordinary 1ⅱ e and affairs of the nation, but casting

aside their religious chalac ter th ey entered the 'vorld of

politics and became doIㄲ inant there. PIiests thronged
the courts and counci1 llalls of the monarchs, admiⅡ is—

tered the great o伍 ces of the realm, marshaled almieg

in tin'e of war, and eventually placed the oΠ ξprillg of a

priest on the tllrone.

The effect of this worse than secularized ˚
'iesthoodupon the peoplq was deα 1?rali"iog in the extreme.

IIistory describes the pub】 ic motals as at the lo'ν est

ebb ; even pagan rnor¸ 1 sense is shocked at the iniquit’
,

the violence, the shameful practices of that period.

The Buddhist priesthood in the height of their prosper—

ity 、νele sirnply irnn1orality personined. The tenets of

theil cult which impose chastity, abstinence, and self—

¿tbnegation were nagran tly and uniν ersaIIy νiolateㅗ
The monastelies became great sores upon society alld

the body politic, leavening the whole 1vith a mora1 【ot—

tenness 'vhich threatened nnal dlssolutiolll. But that

was 5oo years ago. A change came, and the nation ill

self— defense was compelled to put an end to such a state

of aE뇨irs. As Buddhisnl had exchanged its religious
neld fbr a polilica1 one, so the reformation which nearll

annihilated it in Korea was priⅡ
'arily a political Iefor—

m ation. The great founder of the plesent dynasty, him—

self a sagacious and an able statesman of the tilne,

undeltook to clean out the Augean stable, and before

hirn guilty royalty and criminal pτiestclaft alike feㅛ

Since then Buddhism has been in disgrace, its priesㅂ

exiled fτ o【n the capital city, and forming a caste in

society only a Iemoν e from butchers, slaves, headsmeⅡ

’etc.

1、he tenets of Korean Buddhism aτe much the same
as in other nations, though its n'illennium and a half

of residence on the peninsula has given it peculiar feat—

ures of its o'vn. It h;s its irnages, saints’  player—books,

chants, rosaries, fasts, and otheτ  parapheτ nalia. There
are many Iτ 10nasteries built atnong the mountains, and

the tota1 ⅡuⅢber of priests is variously estimated at

from ten to thirty thoUsand. The n10naste'ies aτ e orten

sought by the childless and . unfoτ tunate to pray fo‘  a

τectincation of their unblessed state, but this is about

the only support given this once powerful cult. Public

propagation is not perrnitted, and the ranks of the

priesthood ale Iecτ uited to a large extent by ch ance. I'

summing up the present status and work of Buddhism

in Korea, whateveτ  inherent power, or ene'gy it ⅢaI

possess, appaτently, the priests. alone study the doctriⅡ es,

long for Nirvana, and gladly accept any stray copper,

while the people connne themselves to the co】 d, expτes—

sionless face of the ido1.

We now turn to the last and Ⅲost p¡o、veτfu1 of the thlee

rnentioned cults,

˙ ANCESτRAL WO RSH∶P.
. : This is the' IState cleed. Its chief adherent 

어s his

rnaiesty, and law and custo∏ l uⅡ ite in ilnposing its obli—

gations upon al1 people. It has an elaborate cereⅢ o—

nia】 , ail aAcient a'1d 】10nored code of etllics, and some
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Intτoduced in the time of thξ

‘

' three kingdoms, it has

꾸
aintained a foothold an10ng the people fbr nearly

'fteen hundred years, and now, in an eΠ
bte old age, ap—

pears to be graduaⅡ y sinking into its own Nirvana of

:;::::!i:l꼽 :l::'½l:' ::;:'Y:닮ξ nv;표i錚였  :i료∶蕙 芯
stτotlg to inspire its devotees with missionary ardoτ  and
zea1, it came in its career of propagation to the penin—

sula, and attempted to spτ ead its doctrines in ShiⅡ a, th e
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:¸.The oDsequles to the dead a'˙ e thus tul1 0t 요 deep Ie—
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r'푸
—뇨The olbsequies to t】

'e dead a˙'˙

e thus *:ulI oΓ  요 deep Ie—

is aτ no]) g his noblest ch arα cteristics

1lat of Ieverer— ce and 'vors11¡ p. I1ㄲ
'1lediately after

tll tlle dead body is placed in an il)】
'er roon', ''itll its

to''˙ ard tlle east, and the inlnㄱ  ediate relatives

tI】 eT about, '√ ith disordered clothing and dis1' e''eled

ir, to nlourn ; this n10urning is γnai''tained for three

da)˙ s. On t1'e nig】)t of deatll a curious custo1ㄲ , deriνed

fronl Bι IddI'is1ㄲ , is obser'˙ ed ; it is kno、、'1l as tI￢ e 
‘‘
 call—

ing of tlle souls.’ ’
 A coat ''˙

orn b)’  tl·

'e deceased is
ken outside by relι1tiν es, ",I)o, ca1]ing hin】  three
nles by 1lis clan nanㄱ  e, advise hinl to conle back and

t his garment. According to po】 )ular be】  ief his t】】ree

ls aTe 】
' eld i11 cI' ains by th ree sp¡

rits— c onstable¸  '· l'o

a'˙ e conㄱ e fro'11 t]le lo''-er deptlls to conduct tI)e】 ㄲ be—

fore t】 )e Judge of a11 tlle dead. flFhro'ν ing t〕le coat on

the roof, tI〕 e relati'’ es eI'ter the house quickly, but

imIllediate1)’ reappear ',itI1 .rL sac】  ince to the ''isitors

rom beneath— t')1˙ ee bo''’ 1s of food 'or tlㄱ eir 1˙ efresh—

:nIent, and tllree piles of moncy fbT their tra''eling e'—

f,ㄹ
Ilses. After tlllee da,˙ s the body is telㄲ porarily

:in terred benea˛
]1 t】 le noor of tl' e ])ouse, or just o11tside

:the door, ⅵlere it is left for a period ra'1ging froΠ
' t'˙

o

to six months, according to tlle social position oi—
 tlle

Δead. The children t1〕 en assul¸˙
'e the sonlber garb of

ulners, and 'vitlldra''’  thel'η
 sel˘'es-"leoretically, at

'east—
fronl all active lifd for tIㄱ  ree ,˙ ears. At t1'e ')r아 )˛ r

til끄 e t]le coㅜ pse is dι 1g up and buried in its nnal resting

place, tI' e sacred tα blet is inscribed and e】 1sllril〕 ed, and

from tI】 at tiyne tableι and graν e beconle tlle scenes of

ν erentia1 ''˙ o1'ship and honlage.

The un der1)· ing principle of ancestor-''˙ orship is Πlia1

plety. The— human heart longs foτ  a fatller, and the
Korean, kno'˘ ing nothing of t】ㄱe divine Father, turns to
ξat¡ sfY his o、νn sou1-aspirations in the one '、

’ho held
at tendeτ  Telatioll to lli'ㄲ  in life. It is his 'ν ay of not

orgettil)g the dead ; doorned by his o'ν n false s}˙ stenl to

life circ'Imscribed b¸' tirne, he strives to nlail1tain the
sacred ties of tlle past eν en after deatll 1las broken
then〕 . But ''· Ilen judged b)˙  the su1ㄲ  of all ligllt and
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sized oIlly tlleir el11perors ; ''· itll a consiste'η cy which is

startling, t】 le a'ㄱ  cestor-"˙ oτ shiIDer carries t]le 1)rinciple

to its conclusi∩
'l a'¸

 d e'alts the elltire 'n』 e pol¸ u】 ation.

THE OUTLOOK.

Korea is a pagan countr}'-pag'n in its life, iι s relig—

io'', its ]ㄲ orals. ''˙ e caI1∶10t express the actup-1 εondi—

tion in better ''˙ oI· ds t1·)an tI10se chosen by' an h˛ r:● red

nlissionary '''】 10 has tla'˙ eled tlle 、voTld over. He said :

‘‘
 Heathenis1ㄲ in India is νile, in Cl〕 ina denallt, in Japan

desperate, iIㄱ  KoIea i】) diffe】 ėnt, in Af'ica tliu1ㄲ phaIㄱ  t. '’

No betteτ tert11 describes Korea tll an ‘‘
 indiff℃

rent. ’
,

'Vhi】

e feτvor, ze』 , a1'd convictiㅇ n may be found in t1,e

rnon∶1steries, the great mass of the people seem ske1)tica1

and indil—f˙는l˙en ι. 1'he old svsteI11s ha''e 1ost t】 ￢ eir I·
'o]d

on tlle 】nasses, 1ㄲ oralit)7 is Ileld at a con'τ ㄲ●rcia1 'Ya1tle,

and a Korea'ㄱ  a1'˙ a)˙ s nnds Ililㄲ self able ǫ adapt hil11self

to˙
 ci丁

cu11'stal'ces. The pool of heathel˙
'isln is stag'ㄱ

 α11t,

''ㅓ

〕 ile fronl it rises a rnoral nliaslㄲ a of death. '1、 o de—

scribe tlle p】 ės∈ nt condition of morals 'vould be to quote

Pau1's description oE tlle 】leathen 、、Torld. A 、rhited sep—

ulcller n그 ay be 「air 'vi"'out, but in'ν ardl,· it is full of I˙ ot—

te'ㄱ Iless and d˛:ad rneI' 's bolles.

1—노 11=tion '、·ithout a religion is Christianit}˙ ’s oppor—

tunity. I】 1 spite ㅇf la"’ , custo'1ㄱ , tradition, ㅇr belief tlle

Koreal' 's soul has relnained untouc]〕  ed by the eχ ercises

il1 whic]1 】le engages. To hinㄱ } tlleIㄱ , t]le trutll as it is in

Christ Jesus cor-● es as a n'ost glorious ㅌλperi∈ I'ce—一it is

1lis nrst taste of τelig:on. It sillks t]'ro˙ugh his rnind

into his heart a∶ 1d s'o':I and nlls llinI 'ritI' τ¡:ie ineloble

delig】 1t of peace =bo、 :ㅌ understanding a::Id joy unspeak—

able. '、
7e thank God this has aiready bㄹ

En the experi—

ence of soτ ne, blut tI1ㄹ hayd ㎩cts oI˙
 the pr근

sent sta'˙ e us

in t]ㄱ e face. Ho''˙ e、 'ㄹ
r eIn thtIsia없 ic 、̨̇e n)av be-1nd

i— aitl' seIㄱ ses a g1orious 「Llture for t]le 1?ξ ninsular ki'' g—

donㄱ ㅡㅢ그 eatl그 enism is intrenched here ; it is iI' trenclled

in habit, custon1, and la'˙ , il1 tradition, tIㄱ o'】 g1〕 r, and

purpose. It is tl¸ e basis oΓ  social, donlestic, and politic'1

organization ; it toucl'es life in its "'idest circunlfer—

ence, and controls ⅵlile it blights it. But it ]ㄱ as lost

n'uch of its energy. The day of its greatest po'ver is

past, its n10st gㅇ 1den o1⊃ pcrtunities are Ro'le, a'1d after

]laviI￢ g fboled tlle I⊃ eoμ e fbr so long it is ready for

eviction. ''7hen Christianit}˙  enters the ne] d n10ral stag—

nation eI,ds ; the air of illdiFξ rence can]10t I)e )1lain—

tained perpetua‖ y, and ',ㅑ ate'˙ er nㄱ  ay be tI) e tra∼ ȧil alld

sorro、' which sI1』 l Iead to tr:υ InFⅱ 1, or 】
'o'ㅜ

ever long the

n])〔11 result nㄱ a,’ be de1=느
}-ed, tㅏ le ti】 1le '、 ,Ⅱ l surEIy coI1ㄱ e

''·

】
'e】

l e、'en t]le Korean τr:l: behold in tlle be1:::i:' a'￢  d

blessings of the Gospel t'hㄹ sou】 ’s true I'eri===':. :仁 =1d in
its pl˙ opositions the soluticㄱ  of aII I'is di뚜 c :-1:二

I요

'θ
"'; K"'ι

α, I''〃ι 2s, I:S9I.

''˙

arnlt]l and tendeτness of heart af1— 는ction to the cllills
。f deatl', it sends that dτ ead c】lill into the νery soul it—
s이 f. A creed 'ritlㄱ out a priest】】ood, its sanctuar)' is

:hrouded in the darkness of deatl1, its I̧tar is tlle gτ a''e,

〕ts ]'on'age tlle glief of beyea''ed hearts. Surely no—

'ㅓ
1ㅌ re does the unbalance of the heatllen rnind betray

∶1tself Iㄲ ore unInistakably than in this cult, 'vhid1, under
tI'e specious pretext of exalting nlial piet}I, robs the

}soul oΓ God. Here extTernes ∏̇
'eet and beconle en—taogled. Its e"lics the Confucian Code, it Ⅱ

'eorizesabout God αnd worships man. The Ro'nans apotheo—

‘‘
 T]le 

】anguage of the people of Korea is 二
==근

Ξ〓eξ i—

ate bet'、 ėen 'Iongolo-1、 artar and Japanese, ar:d an
a〕 1)habetical s’ 'sten1 of 'vriting is used to scnle e'ㄷ ent ;

I)ut in aⅡ  o伍 cia1 'vriting, and in tlle corresp● ndence of
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