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so adτtIirably told in the I)ages of Pere D㎀ et’ s bool<,* whence

it is trailbferτ ed almo·,t bodily, witl1 sorne ctIriotIs Inistransla—

tio')s, to the pages of Gri伍 s’
 

‘

●γ
'α

,˙

 //,' II'γ
''"z/ Λ τ̨/,;o〃 . + that

there seems the less tleed to recount it here. A!'d the ctI】 er

is so ftllly treated b,· Mτ. Grims himself in the book above

Iuentioned, wllicll is easily accessible to τ‖, that I pI˙ opose to

refey ,˙ou to his pages for tllat also. I

Tㅇ the i''forIIlation ''''ich he there Rives, I 'vi" ollly add

that two tαblets now stalld ol1 tlle ''eadlα nd above SoI].do1

Mok, erected (as it is stated on the iI'scriptio'I) by the people,
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By Rλ v. G●ㅇ. HEBER JONES, M.,'.

INTRODUCTOR'' tㅇ  o'' r s''bject an iiilterestiυ  g questio''
sents itself 

”

'hich we 

’

1'ay profltably pause tㅇ  consider

pre —

ail d

attelllpt to alls'’ er. TIle question is, Dㅇ  the Koreans possess
a religioII ? While students i'1 Korea seeㅍ 1 IIow to have reached

a basis of agreenle1't, in foriller years it was 'nuch debated一 a
strotlg diⅡerelilce of opilliotl prevalling, soIIle ●olditlg to the
tlegative atld some tㅇ the a伍 rmative. Tl10se who held to the
negative side of tlle questioⅡ  Iueant, however, to dedare, !'ot

that the Korea1】  people w'ere devoid of alI idea of religio11, but

that tlle old systeln¸  llad falletl iI】 to decay and lost tIIeir IIold

on the people, so "Iat to aII practical purposes tlley wcre no!'—

existe】】t. This question is ail interestiilg oile e''ell to-day to

students ㅇf Koreal' cㅇ
'1ditioIIs, but it seems to n'e tlla' the

detlllition of tern's iㄲ
''st play a Ialge part itl the 

요tl㎀ solutiolil.

'〃

hat is Ine● ot by the expressiotl '‘  possess a religio,il, 
’’
 as

a phase of ilation㎀  Iife ' Sotne would yeduce t뇨 e answer tㅇ
the smallest possi)lle content and daim that to 

‘‘
 possess a

religioil 
’’
 implics ''othillg 

ㅍ10re tllan that the Ieligioo has be—

coㅍle a pIIase of ilational life and that a iarge nttlnber of the

people accept its teIIets at'd observe its rites. If this be 

‘

〕ι
su伍 cieⅡ t dennitiol', then Korea 

‘’
possesses’ ’

 three religio∶
ls,

viz., ConfuciaⅡ is"1, Buddhism and Sllamanism. This was the
positioll of those 'vho took the a伍 rⅡ】ative一tllat Korea has a
religion. Otllers, bowever, held that this was far too low a

co●cept of ·'possessiilg a religioil, 
’’
 aⅡd would be satis丘 ed with

,ilothitlg less than Ule de'tlitioil of Priticip ȧl Caird : 
‘‘
 Religioti

is the stiτ reⅡ der of the 丘ilite wi11 to the iilfitlite, the abuega·
tion of all desire, indination aild atllbitioo thη t pertaills to
●le as tIIis private indi、 Iid'lal, the givillg up ㅇf every ai●1 o’
activity that poi●ts only to uIy exdusive pleasure alld iII·

terest, atld the absolute ideⅡ tincatiotl ㅇf Iny wi11 witll tlle wiⅡ
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the Korea● people. And tllis is the conteⅡ tio●  of those who

held that Korea was without a religioti. ˙

The questioti we aI'e thel'efore seekitlg atI answer to re—

so1ves itself iilto otle cotlceτ
"iilg tlle developmeilt of the reli—
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may be otI a Iow plaile of exercise.
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3.

They possess a seilse of depetldellce on that wllich is

above aⅡ d superior to themselves. They Iook out

of thetㄲ selves iiI time of need. It tnay be oI● ly itlto

the great blue nytliameilt abo● e, bttt it is a look of
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t ⅲe humaⅡ  aod the ⅲvint

且ild a platie of iilterco¨ tnlitlicatioII aⅡ d relatiot● .

We nnd eveτ ẏwhere a,IIoi,g tllem an earnest stτ ivillg

of the sou1 αfter fleedoln frotㅍ  aIIt1oyaⅡ ce aild pain.

A,,d ovel' agaiilst these thτ ee subjectjve cotlditiolls stand

tlle various τeligiotls systems held by tlle Koreatl people, with

theiτ  soltitiotls ㅇf the probleitls aild questiotls of 뇨uIIla" des—
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is t,ot wailtitlg iil Korea.

We have me'tiotled tllree forms of religious belief 톼s pre·
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exdusio' of the otlleτ s. The worsllip of the deΔ d, as 'ormu—

lated by the Coiifuciati school, is the religioII of the itllpeτ ial

hoIlse atld as sttqh is the state religioⅡ , foτ i˚ Korea t뇨e
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spirits atld the ψo",·
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ηz, or tithes of rice for the CoⅡ fLtciaII

worship, also include rice for tlle o伍 cial worship of these SIIa—
Iㄲ anite gods. The Buddhist hiel˙archy has also a setni— offlcia1
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isiu, Buddhistll a● (1 ShatllatlisIIl, practicaⅡ y tlley lie ill his
IIli● d as a coIIft'sed, llndigested illass of teachiilg atld be'ief,

hopelessly iIIterlnixed aud chaotic. He believes iu all three.

He personally takes 뇨is owll educatiotl from Coufucius; he
setlds 1lis wife to Buddha to pray for offspriⅡ g, alld iII tlle iⅡ s
ㅇf Iife he willitlgly pays to11 to Shatllatlite Mu—dallg atld Pan—
su. TIle average Koreao is tllus a follower of alI tlll˙

ee sys·
teiIIs, ill tlle hope that by their uIIited help he may reacll a

llappy destiny.
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The subject which I have selected foy discussioα is t뇨 e

Shatllaㅍ ite or Spirit ⅵToI'ship of tlle KoreaIIs. By tllis is

tneatlt a belief itI the existeilce of inilttIIIerable spiritual ill—

tiotl of tIIaⅡ  to these spirits aⅡ d ilil the Ile우 essity of cereIIlOilieS

a●d offeritlgs iU propitiatiotl of t● eㅍ1 ; a belief that tllese
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'uetloe over tlle life of r●

atl, but maily are iIIalevoleot

aild iIo olle of thelㅍ  but possesses the power tㅇ  afliict tllail otl

the merest capτice, alld does so. Itl this respect they corre·

spoild to the old Greek idea of a ‘‘
daitnδ n,’ ’

 atld the word

demo●iolatry is possibly a good iilame for tlje system.

This belief itl deiIIotls, glIosts aIId gobliils is tlot cα iIIitled

tㅇ Korea but is utliveτ sal, atld iiI Asia it is a large feature iㅍ

tlle τeli舒 ous belief of tbe nlasses. It coilstittltes a vast

IIildergrowtII itl tlle roli♂ olis world thτ ough whi● hi tlle stttde,lt

must force llis way with αxe atld torcll. It di균 e●s from

tlIe ethilic cults of religiotl iⅡ  tllat it is pτ dhistoric, docutIIetlt·

less atld withotit systetn, aild iι lacks all articulatioi,

which would permit the religiolis aiiatolnist to. dissect atld

classif,, it. IiI deve1optiletlt it is as τailk as a t'opical foτ est,

THE S● 1RIT '˙ okSI) IP OF Tㅍ E KOREA、 S. + 1

daτk as tlle burl˙ ow of a rat, as botleless as a fog, aㅍ d as
forIIlless as chaos. If 've attempt to trace its origin Ilistori—

cally we get Iost. IIl Clli!la, ttle ideographs for spiri〔 , ghost
aIId goblin are as ancie!It as tllose for heaven and God. In

Korea, TaⅡ -gutI, tlle Flrst character i" the llative llistol'ies— if
he ever existed— was probabl,’ a s㏊tnau. And il1 JapaII we
are told tllat histor,' takes its rise in tlle spiritualistic lege● ds
of Kaㅍ li. no· illichi.

THE S 〕

‘

-':A'IAN PANTII●
O'.

The KoreaⅡ  tlatl,e for tbiξ  great systemless spirit wor—
sllip is SiI' :do (mll道 ) or Spiτ it 、

''ay. It is soⅢ
etillles collfused

by the KoreaⅡ s with S¤ 1'ˇ do (I山道) or Taoisnl, but this is a
ㅍlistake on their part, aIId while tlle fatne of Lao· tse is k● o"'I1

an'ollg theㅍ 1 they do Ⅱot appear to have adopted his cult.

The ●rst aI'tide ill the creed of tlle Shai'lan spiI· it wor—
shippel· is a belief iII the existence of iiIIltinlerable spil· ittl㎂  iⅡ—

telligences ㅠ,llich coI'tro1 the fort'lnes of rneI'. NI ost of these

spiritual beings aτ e represented to tlle e,'e by sollle tIIate—

rial object or feticll. th'1s tnakiog feti¿ his11I 뇨
'' ilㄲ
portailt

feature of Korean Sh'"lallisl1'. The feticl1, 'vhatever it nlay

be, is regarded as clothed with a certai●  saIIctity aild tㅇ  it the

Koreall pays his worship. SpiI· it and fetich beconle so idetl—
tified iㅍ  the mind of the devotee that it is hard to detertuine

which has the greatet ascendailc:’
'', btIt it is celtaitl that thefetiches, 1Iowever decayed a'ld filthy tlley nlay beco!''e fI'O’ II

age, are stil1 vely sacred aIId tlle Korean dreads to show thern

',iole''ce. This shows itself iiI the proIIibitioㅛ
 to 、
’
isit thetII

sotl● etiIIles iIIlposed oII co● verts tㅇ  CIIristiallity by iloII —believ—

iⅡ g relatives, because the coIIvert' s pτ esence before the fe—
tiches so alllloyed and aiIgered theⅢ  that tIIey would bring
disa$ter ou the hollseIIold.

It is a large task to tlndertake to catalogue tlle spirits il1

the Koreail palltheon. Whetl we retnembeτ  that ill Japan
Silltoisln claillls elg● t iliilliolil gods and iil India Hinduism

thirty— t뇨ree nliⅡions, we ca!l easily believe that the tlIimbel˙

is beyo● d ,Iative cot꼬 p'1tatio● . It is di伍 cult to describe
Uleln, because they are uIlhistorica1 ; we caI1 learn little tllat

is collel'eilt and cousistaⅡ t. They ㏅so elude dassi요 cation,
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for they ktlow tleither species nor genus. ㄳTe can but take

up a few of the tnol˙ e cotl● monly kilowll oiles for considera·

tioIl. These aτ e selected at hap· hdzard, but tlley are repτ e˜

seiltative d tlle eI'tire dass and wiU iⅡ dicate the facts of

the whole.

I. The O· bang Chang· gun (五方將軍 ). If you should

'’

isit the hotne of one of the bliild soothsayer pτ ies's of this

systeln itl Korea you wotild nlld t뇨 ere a shrine or ㎀tar hu'Ig

with red sⅡ k, and coⅡ taiIling a ba,lner oI tablet illscribed with

tlIe collective 'Iames of the spirits of the O.bang Chang· gun or

tlle God.Gellerals of the Five Ω
''aτ
teτ s of the Sky. Accord—

iIIg to '뇨 e blind sha'1左 ns tlle古 e spirits r1)le the visible 

‘

I˙ n'a·

lneilt and a'e the chief deities of the Korean pantheσ t', To

tlle‘ㅍ tlle shaτnan pays his best devotioiIs with prayers, bell—

ringiIIg atld incense, aⅡ d upoⅡ  thelⅡ  lle depends for aid in all

his woτ k. Their names a'd jurisdiction as given to Ine by a

shamail aI˙ e as follows :一

(α ) The Ch''ng· clle Cha'Ig· gun (靑  帝 將 軍 ). or Gree"
God— GeⅡ eral, ruli,Ig tIIe eastertl sky·

(υ) C뇨듄

'-che ChaⅡ

g— gu● (赤帝  將 軍 ), or Red God—Gene‘

I¿ι】, rltling tlle southerll sky.

(˚ The P"k— che Chang· guⅡ (白 帝 將 軍 ), or White God˘
Gelleral, ruling the westeltl sky.

(I) The He''k· che Chaㅁ g— guil (黑
 帝 將軍 ), or Black God,

General, rtllitlg the nortllerll sky.

(') The Whang· che Cha● g·gu. (黃帝 將軍), or Yello'˙
God.General, rtiliilg the middle sky.

These five gods are iiI iIIany places regal'ded as the tute˘

Iary gods of sill● ll villages and you will often find a group of

posts, rudely carved to represe,It hutnail beiugs, at the elltl˙ aiilce

alild exit of a viUage, which stalld foI these Chang— gtilI,

ⅵ/itll the group will also be fo'1nd a pole surmottnted by a

'''oode1' duck, which seems to be the sigtl of the geilerals,
The● e Chatlg— gu’

' are supposed to protect t)lose who are their
favourites, alld t뇨 eir fetic뇨 is a veτy coIIImou otle itl Kolea.

Thtls they ξtatld ●tl a roα d leading io atld out ㏅ a village or at

tlle e!Itraoce to a valley iu w뇨 icll a 뇨alnlet may be 1ocated, to

warㅍ away atly evU— minded spiritual wallderers from enteriog

aud ●lolestiilg the inhabitallts. AIld eacll year ● sacrifice of
rice dough atld fruits is offe● ed to tllem as o propitiatiotl.

THㅒ SI’ 1RiT '˙ ORS¡1IP of THE κoREA'S.
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SiIl· jatlg or Spirit— Geilerals. They n'1']1beτ  eight,' thousatld,
a'1d each is at the head of a spiritual host. This ⅵ

'iⅡ
 enable

t's to 'Illderstand ho'ν  easy it "’ ould be for SiIltoisnl to have

eight mlllion gods and Hi'Iduistil thirty—
tI·

' ree miⅡ
ioI's. B、˙

tl'e use of his magic formulas any blind sha'】 lan caⅡ call to l,fㅗ
aid oile or more of these spirit— generals, with their hosts of
fo"owers, a''d secure their aid in exorcisill or di'· inatio''. To
theln the Koτ eans also privately erect 비1rines which ''’ ilI
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'''ystery llas penetrated the Korean ’s in"ernlost solil. He

cast out oil the τnou"tain side to the San SiII. They dread to

●

˛
,



ㅃ
,
:
,
"
,
:
:
,
:
.
,
 
:
∴

 
–
:
 

∴
 
I

4 5

44 TII‘  SPIR∶T 'VoRSIIIP OΓ  TIIE KoREANS.

o∏etld him ; and whe'] tlle sickle slips a''d the foot or ha''d

is cut. or a suddetl fall and a blokeII litllb rest● lts, they wonder

τvhat offence tlley have coIIlmitted agai''st tlle SaI] Sin.

IlI passing througll Korea tlle sllrines to these SaiI Sii1

'vill ofte●
 meet the eye. Tlley are otlly ㅍliserablq shanties αt

tlle best. built beside soIIle gushitlg strearlil or beneath soⅢ e

ulnbrageous tree or over soIIle ㅍ1oss—covered rock. In the

latter case, the rock seI˙ ves as a∶】 ㎀tar and the sllrfne is rega【 d—

ed as especially fortunate. HeI'e tIIe spirit is represented by

a pict11re, usually showi.g hiln to be an old Ⅱlail clad ii] ㅇf—

ncial robes ㅇf Iligh τallk alild sitting oi' a tiget. Most of

tlle San SilI aI˙ e represellted as Ⅱ
'ales, and in this case the

te●〕ple 'vi‖  contaiil portτ aits of the members of llis llareⅡ ' and
altars to tllern. But sotlleti●les ttle San Sin is a goddess, and

theII the pictul'e wiU be of a ⅳoiuan with ㅍlen atte''dants. At

oile shriIIe ill South k˛ orea I found that a Japanese kaken'ono;

'''ith the picttlre ()f a beatltiful JapaIIese t]/pe, 
●ad been h''1Ig

i'】 the shrine and was worsllipped as the goddes' by the tl10ull—

taI neers .

The San Sitl is the special deity ㅇf t뇨e hunteτ s of deer

aud wild ginseng, and is held in high holloul· by them. To
hirⅡ they preseilt their vows and ㅇ珏erings and trust hi【Ⅱ foI'

success in their expeditiotls.

The tiger is held to be the special servant aild IIleSSeiIger

of the San Si'' and this adds to the terror ilI which he is held.

SotlletiIIles, 'vhell α mau· eater begiils his depredatioIIs in a

IIeighbotll· l10od, tlle people wiⅡ  couclude t뇨 at the San· sin i$

atlgry with tlletII aild has seilt tlle tiger to amict theII,. Then

they 뇨astetl to the ilearest slll· iue to appease tlle spirit’
 s ''rath

witl1 o표eritlgs. This de,illotl is ge'erally the special god of

heτ'●Iits, wlio pass t뇨 eir lives iⅡ  his service. And very fτ e—

quetltly a *〔orean will retire i'tO Sojille mou● tain fastness and

speild otle 뇨utldred day무  ill prayel', fastillg a1】 d bathing, trust—

iⅡg to secttre alI iㅍ terview witb a Satl SIII aild his advice or

aid i,il sotlle perso● al eilterpτ ise. People who do this aτ e ever

afterwa'ds held iiI pectiliar satlctity by their ileighbottτ s.

This spirit is very oftelil seell ill visions by Koτ eails d'’ㄱr·

illg a dreatn. He always appears as 뇨e is picttlred ill tlle por—

trait at the shI'iㅍ e or as a tiger. Both these ''isions are olnens

of good luck atld the Koreail is delighted to have otle. Many

●
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aI˙ e the cuτ iolts stol'ies they tel1 ㅇf their encoti,Iteτ s 'vith these

SaII Sill aI'd of ''Ihat fo11o'ved. The KoreaIIs aI'e gI'eat dreanleτ 5.

I tnigllt say dI˙ eaIIIillg is a natio● al pastiIIle with thein. But

alnong their dreaIIls soㅍ le ㅇf the ㅍ1ost curious are concerlling

these SaⅡ  SiiI.

One of the best examples ㅇf a San Sin shI· ine is tㅇ  be
fou nd in the lI10untaiil fortress at the back of the city of Yon —an.

Here I found a we11-built btiildiIIg 、λIith the portraits of IIlany

'·

orthies "'ho had perished at variotts tilnes iiI behalf ㅇf the
city, especially in its historic defellce agaillst the Japanese iu—

vaders of I572. IIl froilt of the principal shrine "'as a group

of spears and tridellts and in the noor a stone with a round

hole. WIlen it was desired to ktlow whether an ㅇ任erii】 g was
αccepted or not a spear was inserted i●  the hole iυ  the stolle,
poiIIt up, aIId if the spear stood upright it was I˙ egarded as
propitiotls. It is ㅍeedless to say tllat a little dexterous twist

of the spear ''’ otlld al'va,’ s ells'1re it reIIlaining erect if tlle

shalman so wished.

Much nIoI˙ e might 11:)e said I:'tbout these MotIⅡ taitl Spirits.

They are the Il'ountoii' gods of a il1oulltailleer people, aIId a

whole papel' Inight be taken up with the cult, the traditions

a1'd stories whicll pass current aII10ng the people, the ㅍlethod s

ㅇf invocation and exorcistII, but e● ough has beeII gi˛’eⅡ to iiI—

dicate the large place these San Sill fill in tlle Shattloll

pantheon.

4. The Su∶ 1·aI]g I)aI'g (城隍 堂 ). TIlis is the i'alrle of
those heaps ㅇf stones, or cairns, which attl'act the atteiltiol1

ㅇf dll visitors to Korea. The IIaIㅍ e is spelt in several ways.
As prol10Iitlced by tlle people it is Sutl· ao Datlg, but it shoⅲ d
be wlittell as it is giveㅍ by 'Ir. Gale in his dictionary, viz.

SIIng— whaog Datlg. An analysis of this nallle gives Lls a hillt

0f the Ⅱlcailing ㅇf the altar. It is SUng (城 ), ‘‘'vall, foltress,
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O'ir house chi}d is sick, α
']d he will die. Hear us. Give

'ife. 
’’
 A''d so oi' utltU 5he mt,sters courage to gatller up

the offerings aild take theil1 back to the house. TIlis is a

''ery coillII1o'1 sigllt aild tlIousailds of Koreans aτ
e setlt every

year to perfortn this at these shlines. The 요rst nfteen days of

each iIew yeal˙  are foτ tunate for petitioiIs for a year of pros—

perity and freedoln from sickness and the dailgs are specially˙

popular at that tiIIIe.

TIavellers also address their petitiol● s to the Sun— aIIg as

they pass. MaIly a tiil】 e I have see'' a Koreall add a stone to

the heap ti!'der a tree and at the same time spit in fτ otlt of

the altaτ . This expectoration.feature is a peculiaτ  one in
connectioll with the observances at the dang, atld the only˙

explailation I have heard is that it is an obseτ vatlce i,il CoII·

''ectioil with the supeτ
stitions about snakes. The Koreal,s

$tatld itl dread ㅇf ofleoding α snake. The:y will rarely kill olle,

for they believe that if t뇨 ey do so the spirit in the stlake

'vⅡ
l follow "leㅍ 1 through life and work their 6il㎀ aIId
irretrievable ruiII. So traveUers. whell they reach a datlg,

expectorate at it iil order to gi'· e any snake— spirit tIIat may

bε there somethiⅡ g to occupy hiln until tlley are able to pass

on out of view. T뇨 is dread of a s''pposed spiτ it iII a sllake

and the fear of its wrath is curious. May it not be a faint

adutilbratio”  of the story whic뇨  te11s us that itl t)le i● fa● cy of

the hu'IIat●  race the arch.foe of ㅍlatl, fitlding the serpetlt more

subtle than the other beasts of the field, etltered his b()dy aild

in tllat disguise deceived our first pareilts tllis feay of the

visible ageiit beiⅡ g rather a tribute of terror to the oile who

o'1ce used the s''ake for his pu‘ poses '

Of the τags, strips of paper aitd various objects which
catch the e:’'e at tle dal˙'g there is generaIIy a large variety·
These are part of the syτnbolistII of SllaiIIa"is‘

" and be1o●
g to

the saㅍle categor,Y as the fetiches which play so itIIportant

a part io the system. TIIey are symbolic of the deslres
of tlle petitioilers at the shI·itle. The followillg w˙ ll1 give yot'

:llil ideη  of their sigⅡ ificaㅍce. A τnan goes to a tllu.datlg oI˙
female shaina" to hα ve his fortune told aIId lear● s tIIat he

'ν

Ⅱ1 surely die that year. He nat●irally feels frightei1ed and

den】ailds how he call ward o珏  this calamity. He is told to

'nake a!1 oΠ
eriIIg i● sacτ iEce at the SLI● ·aΠ g DallR and to

ofteli a slnall sllanty is btiilt aIoilgside the cairtl which ￦i‖

cotltaiii a daub of a picture, ordiilarily of some ai,iIIla1, but

ofte●  of the SatI Sitl of th˛  mou,itaitl. AⅡ d soinetitlles tllese

꿈 :∵τ1높1蒜  땄
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lllle about it wi11 stretch a grove of old trees. Here iII tlle

11ot summer days the Koreails will cotlle witll wiile aild sotlg

and dance, to eiljoy tlle gτ atefiil s)lade, driiik of tlle cool
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haⅡg upotl the tree beside it the coⅡ ar of his coat. This be·

comes a sytl'bol of hitlilself and posgibly there is a ditn idea of

substitutiotl in it. The thread aild tlle 1oⅡ ger strips of rags

aI˙e gener㏂y placed there in bellalf of cllⅡ dretl aⅡd i'Idicate

a petitioil for lotlg life. TIIe coins are a sigll of a praver foτ

'Iloiley. The coloured rags I an' told usu㎻
y indicate t1'e

prayers of a bride, for the Koreatls have a notion that

'·

heⅡ a bride leaves 뇨er father’ s house to gㅇ  to 】Ier futul'e

hotlle the housellold gods all try to go with her. This would

Irleall the speedy destruction of her fatller’ s household ; so at

the first dang oti tlle way she pauses, petitiolls them to colne

tlo further, a'1d ties a str¨  of silk or doth frotu her weddiilg

outflt oII the tree, to which tlley may fastell thetnselves atld

ho1d it iil her place. Someti"'es there wiⅡ  be otheτ  offer—

iilgs such as salt, cottotl, silk aiid kiildred objects. The● e

IIIay have beeil oΠ ered by merchailts dealiⅡ g in these com·

IIIodities.

5. The To— ji—ji—sin (土地之 神 ). These are the Eartll
Spilits and form ail ordel by themselves. They differ froln

t뇨e Moutltain Spirits or Sa,l Si!' itI tIIat wlllle t뇨e latter re·

present and brood over the tnountai!is as such and are e'1—

shlouded ill the awe ●vllich α Koreatl feels for the iIIoutltaiils.

the Earth Spilits are sitㅁ ply the dweUeI˙ s itI that partictilal'

spot on tlle mountaitl whic뇨  tlle Ko【 ėail wisIIes to use. TIlese

occupy a promi● eilt part ill the fuiieral rites of the Koreans.

Tlley are supposed to be t뇨 e occupailts of tIIe grave site and

tliust be propitiated befole the corpse catl be 】aid to rest. This

is dotle by a sacriicial olfering resetnIJliilg that to the dead

aⅡ d is presided over b¸ ' two persoⅡs, a Chd— gwan (祭宮) or
'‘

 Sacrincer’
’
 aㅍ d a Ch‘

 uk—gwa. (祝 官) or ‘
·Into"er, ’’
 who

i!1toIIes the τittial. It wⅡ 1 thus be seen that these ‘‘
Spirits of

the SoⅡ’’
 have really been adopted i,lto the Coufuciail worship

of the dead from ShaII●aliism.

6. The C뇨δⅡ-siⅡ (尊神). In most hatlllets and inhabited

'·

√leys wi11 be 'ouild a sllri● e called the Chδ t1.datlg or HoiIour—

able TeIㅍ ple. This is the home of the Chδ Il· si● or T'1telary

SI,irit of the viUage or group of 뇨a㎭ets ill t뇨e valle,'. In
the vicinity of Seotll his sllrilte will cotltaitt a portrait re·

preseilti● g hiln i● huiIIaiI foI˙ t” , always eils뇨rined with
great revere''ce aild ceren10tly. I have seeil shrii'es to the

THE SPIRIT '˙ okSHIP ㅇF TIIE KORE''S. + 9

eIIh!I· si'I in the country, ho"'ever, where he "˙ as represented

b'’ a fetich cotlsi'ting of a straw booth erected over a pair of

sand㎀ s, the ''hole sta1】 di'1g ullder a '‘ den】 o'I tI˙ ee. ’’
 He i5

in a special sense the conliTIIItlit〉
'’
s god as a co'''tllilnit'˙ , ai'd

the eI'tire comtIIunity is taxed by the loc1l elders for the sttp—

port of the sacrinces a''d 'vorship. It is at this poitlt Chris·

tialls coⅡ
'e into collisiol' "'itl1 their paga" tleiglll)ours. The

latter are nrtII believers il1 the power of tlle Ch⌒ i1、 si1∶ over
tlleir 'ν elfare as a colnmunity aIId 1llake a cot'tribution to the

''˙

orship at the shriile obligatory otl alI. To this the cou ·

science of the Christians wI II not permit theiㄲ  to c()i'seIlt, hellce

tlley are treated as foes ⅲike of gods alld tllen. It is the old

story ㅇf tIIe cㅇ
'flicts iI' the RoIⅡ

an EIIIpire. I wotlld sa’
,̇

lloweveτ, that itl recetlt years "o● -Christiαn κoτealls ha'’ e
becoIi'e very co"cessive iu this illatter to tlleir bdieviI】  g

neighbours and that time wi11 τemo'˙ e aⅡ  frictio'】 . The
periodi㎈  sacτ iΠ ce at this tel11ple is a very elaborate aflair.

7. The Tok— gabi (魃魅 ). These are tl'e gobli'ls aI'd
㏓띵ies of Korea. They are among the nI㎰ t iIlliversa‖ y
ktlown, feared and detested iI'habitants of the spirit— woI ld.

TIle stIperstitions about the“
' make then1 olit to be a coIㄲ

posite

of the "'estel'il ghost, Jack— o’
 -IanterⅡ

, elf, brownie and gIIotyle,

but probably the best renderi11g of the Korea!1 na’
'le a'd idea

is that of goⅢ in. They may be either spiτ itual in their origi'ㅣ

or they ttlay have sprung fronl a hull'an origi''ⅲ . In the lat—

ter case tlley are supposed to be the 50tlls of nleil who ha'’ e

nlet a violent deatll. I investigated the case of a girl in Che·

n"I lpo whom the Koreans said was demoniacτ ‖y po$sessed atld

'vho claimed in 
뇨er Iㅍ ore lucid monlel'ts to be amicted with

goblins. The Ⅱlu— dai】g shalnaⅡs undeτ'took to exorcise her

a"d to their incalltations she confes· ,ed that thτ ee gobliIIs had

her, one being the soul of a 'vo'IIall who had bee'' burI그 ed
to deatb, the secoild that of a womall who had been dτ ow’ Iled

a● d the third that of a n】 a●l who had died by executioil. This

of course explaills oIIly a part of Korean gobli● doIⅡ . but
to the Korea●  there is tlot)ling incoilsistent i,l the fatlc, that

a !"atl thus etlding his Iife becouies a goblitl. Thus it is that

executiotl grouiiids, battle.nelds, the sceiles of murder aild

fatal disaster, aτ e thought to be hauilted by theτ n. Iu this par·

tictilar they are a cottiiterpaτ t of the wester'1 ghost. They

:|
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:llways go iil tτ oops, ho''˙ ever, and are in' pish in appeal'eIIce

and behaviour. The,˙  are aIways represented as d'ν arfs and,

'ike the fairies of old, can assume difleτ
ent shapes in 'vhich to

deceive IIlen. They frequeIIt secl1,ded glades and the batlks

of streams, atld 'ilay be II● et under bridges atld 'n caves. Emp˜

ty ho'Ises wi‖  alway5 be occt1pied by tltem aild once tlley

get in it is IIard to get t뇨 eㅍ1 0'lt. TIIe buildimgs that forIIler˘

'y stood in the old Mulbeyτ
y Palace e∶1closure here ill Seou1

Ⅳere reptited to be thus haunted, and fⅱ ghtftll stories are stll1

current an1oug the people as to the scenes that occurred there

every ''ight. They solnetimes take a fa''cy to a house °r a

'’

illage, a'Id thei1 life becon'es uilbearable for the 'Ii'fortunate

iilhabitants. I often pass a nook in the 1IiUs of Kang— wha

'vhere once stood a sⅡ
】aI1 IIaⅢ let enlbowered in persiluIIIon

trees, btlt tlle gobliils gr、 〉t after the people and so terrorized

tl'etn e'·ery !light that they nllally arose, tore dowll theiy'

houses alld '''oved to atlotller place. A Christian once described

:ι n expeτ ie'Ice he clailⅡ ed to have had with the gσ blills aud.

::ls it is typical of the gdbliII pranks Koreans de'cribe, I give

it. O''e 'Iigl't he ㅐ'as a‘,leep with hjs faII1Ⅱ y, whetl suddenly

they 'vere τ‖ a"’akelled in terroτ  by the sound of a terrible

crash aIId roar as if a IIIighty wind had struck tlle house.

Every wind(,'ν  atld dooτ  seer●ed to be straining alld tearing

out of its place ; boⅶ s aIId dishes weτe dashii'g about, and

bed'aIIl seen'ed let loose. Th● y thought a storni had coIIIe upon

tllein, atid they ned outside oIIly to find it beautiful a!'d starry,

1'ot α breath of air stirri'lg or a souiid to be heaτ d. TheII they
knew what it τtleant, a1'd CoII】 IIIittiⅡ g themselves to God tIIey
returned iil fear aIId aIIxiety to the house agai''. AII seemed

quiet aod they thought t뇨e goblins w˛ re gooe, when. jttst as

they 'vere about to fall a섟eep aga:il, the terrible crash was

ㅏleard oi'ce II'oτ e a"d riot reigiled. Tl'is time the Christial1

:"tood his ground and i1】 stead of fleeiilg he alld his faㅛ
'ily kllelt

aIld prayed to God, wheil the riot ceased as suddellly as it

begali and they had peace froin theii on.

I dotibt not but that tllis Christian 뇨ad some sort of ex˘

perience that night, though whetller pltrely subj ecti ve oI˙  IIot

I dㅇ ''ot klIow, and tlle exact facts are itiipossible to obtaiⅡ .

No Korean story ever Ioses itl the teⅡ itlg, aIId t뇨 is is especiˇ

ally so of the Tok— gabi stories. But the accouot above give'

TI〔
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is thoroughly typical, a,,d I venture to afflltII that llaif of the

Koreans living in the couiltry to-day would dai∶ I' to have had

soⅢ e sort of an experience like that. The gobli'' is up to ㏂

3orts of mischievcus pra''ks. T뇨 e good house-'vife ξoes to bed

at lligtlt with the rice.kettle cleailed aIId the lid o'1 properly.

The next morning she fi!1ds the lid in the botton' of the ket—

tle, and how it got there oIIl,' tlle goblins can explaii', for ilo

hulnaii ingenuity could jatil a'l ei당 llt.itlcll iro11 lid tllrough a

six iΠ ch open¡ng iIIto an iron pot.

Oilce wheil destloyiilg the fetiches belonging to a cotiveτ t

I fou'd one of a goblin. I do tlot think it is colr'n10n for the

Koreatls to ktep α goblin fetich, but this fatllily had one. It

consisted of a sτㄲaⅡ straw booth Inoutlted on poles atld co!1 taitled

a llorse— haiτ hat, like that 'vorn b,' chair coolies, and a surplice

sucll as is woril by ya【 IIen rliⅡ ners. These fetiches were rot—

tei' ''’ ith age, yet the insane fancy of Sha【naIIis!Il had led this

family to worship the!n atld Iliake offering5 aIId prostratio'】 s

to tllem for years.

About the Tok— gabi centres n】 uch of the folkㅓ ore of the

people. It Inay be said to divide with the rabbit a"d the frog

the honotirs itl the folk.loτ e world. As a feature of Korea!1

Shal” anistll it is of prime iIIIporta,lce and has its owtl supeτ ·

stitio'ls atld τitual of exorcisnl. A very corIImoti belief in

contlectio t】  wi th the Tok—gabi is tllat the phosphore$ceIIt lights

seetl about the tnarshes are the Tok— gabi oi, tlle itlove a"d the

people aI'e iilvincible i' this faith.

8. The Sa· geui (邪 鬼) or Deu● -sin (浮 鬼). Among the

'na''y classcs of dei"ons wllich hound the Koreans throug뇨
 life

the Detln·siil or Tramp Spi【 it is abotlt the worst. Thcy are

also kilowil as Sa get,i or Uncleail Demotls, atld the notioll coi● ·

cernillg thetn is that tlley are tlle crimiilals of the Shali'atlic

spirit.world a●d, having bee”  cast olit fτ om their origiilal estate.

are dootIIed to watlder ttp and dowtl thτ otlgh the earth with

Ⅱo resti● g place. The Koreatls picture them as the beggaτ s

of the spirit.world, hopelessly ruiIIed aⅡ d Iost and actuα ted i'I

al1 they do by τ di’bolical hatτed of gods and 【lielil. Our
trailslators of the Bible have ehosen a very flt word itl thi'
˛
‘sa· geui’ ’
 as 
η reㅍ ditiotl foI˙  the Scriptural tertll 

‘‘
ttncleail

spi'·it. ’' AiI iocide● t wiU show t뇨 e prevaⅡ ing stiperstitiolil
about them. Years ago duⅱ ilg a visit to the distant city of
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'˘

’eui· j tl at t1'e II'otlth of the Yalu, I 'vas sLIn'moned one 

”

ight to

tlle I10u$e of a '· on'ai●  who had Inet˙  with αn accident. It had
beell raii'ing a''d the 1light was ''ery daτ k. I had IIot gone

' ery far 
㎁ong the IIlaiu street of the c¡ty whell I tIoticed a

Iigllt itl the distance iㅍ  tlle middle of the road. On arriving

at it I sa''' a stratlge sight--oile I shall I]eveγ  forget. A

''˙

oIrlaⅡ llad spread some stra'' and a ㅍ
'at over the nIud iI】

 the
Iiliddle of the road, set ttp a screen and placed a table loaded

''itII food, frtlit and Iluts 'τ
poil it, aIId by it t"o lighted

ca''㎗ es. She stood at the eild °f the Iㄲ at, engaged in bowiilg

and prostrati'1g heI'self, whⅡ e o'1t otl tIIe iIight air thI'ough

tIIe dark'less, ra'1g the wail of her voice i'1 p— ayer. I asked
lll)· Korean colllpatlioⅡ  the meailing of it, ai'd he told "le that

t뇨e Koτ ea''s believe that tlle Detiil· si11 frequeⅡ t tlle air over

the middle of the road aㅍ d that they aye compelled by the
()ther iI'habital't$ of th¿  spirit— world to "'atlder up aIId dowll

'1I'til sotne fatllt,' action on the part of a h''man betng gives
tllenl a foothold in his house. This opporttiility they eagerly

seize, a!ld, taki¡ 1g ρossessiotl of the inan, a‖ sorts of amictioil¸

rlnd trotlble bef㎀  him. ‘‘In that woⅡ
'ati 
’s house, ’’

 coIItiilIIed

he, '‘ tllere is sickness. She has been told by tlle Inu— daⅡg
(feⅢ ale sllainail) to propitiate the Deun— sin, so she is there iI'

tlle ●liddle of the road, uilder that part of the sky wheτ e the’
˙

&re, n'aking her offering aIId gifts to them. 
’
,

TIle Detll)-si●  is popularly regal· ded as the spilit or god

of indigestioII aI]d persoils suferi ∶1g froln a bad αttack of this

tlisξase will often seek relief by propitiatiog it.

In theiτ  tr● atⅡleiit of these undeatl spiτ itual tramps the

III ti— da''g, or fen'ale shamails. "ways propitiate atd bτ ibe tllelⅡ

to depart ; 'vhIIe the pα nsu, or blind Iυ ale shatllails, exorcise

:lud cupture tllen' with tlle aid ()f tlle ChaI】 g—gull and S!II· jang

oI' Spirit.Ge” erals. alld either set theⅡ I adrift over the middle

of tlle τoad or bottle theㅍ l up alld buy,' them iII disgrace uilder

the Iniddle of the τoad.

9. The Youg (龍 ) or YoⅡ g·sin. The dragon is very

'veⅡ
 k'1ow'' among the KoI˙ eans aild is caUed a Yotlg. It is a

''˙

ater I11ollster atl● llas its dwelling· place in deep pools alld in

''˙

ells, ponds αtld lakes α●d aIoilg the river banks. This su—

perstition concerniilg the dragon is probably as old as the pre—

ȩ"t do!niⅡ an' Iace ilil Korea, and was brought by them fron1
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theil' ancestral honle, 'vhich tIIay have beell sornew'lere iI1

south,west Asia. It is oile of the IIIost atlcient of "latl 
’
 s child·

hood I1',Iths, aIld the fact that it is the coIIIIⅡ OiI property of the

varlous races on eartll is testitnony to the ullity of I1'allkind.

We wIlo colne frotn the 'vest witll our superior civⅡ ization are

al●iost as fanllliar "’ ith this monster as the people of tl1o
east、  and thoug】1 've Ilo loIIger cledit it. yet tllere '''as a tiIIIe

''hell it held a place iⅡ
 the popular beliefs of the white tuan.

”

'ith the Arya'I it 1'as stood fortll as a foe or eneln〉', or, pos—
siblY IIIOfe aCctIIatdy, as the sy!IIbo1 of disorder αnd destruc—

tion. The lege'1ds of Greece give it a place. Aiㄲ ollg the
seven nlighty labours ㅇf Herctlles the slayi''g of Ⅱle dragoll

'vas oIIe. Otller heroes, as ApoI1os alld Persetls, 'vere also
dragon— slayer· ,. The Teutons also ㅍlade o'lt their god Thor to
be a slayer of dIagσ ns, and eveII in the lege!lds ㅇf nledieval

Cllristia!Iity tlle dτ agou has beell adopted as a synlbol and 've

1'ave St. GeoI˙ge a!'d St. Sllvester as dragoi1· slayers. I!' tllis

latter case, Christian art has used its licellse of symbolis!Il and

th': dragon is I'sed silnply as a svlinbo1 of paganisil' or siⅡ . aIId
under the pictllre of the saint slaying the dragon is set foI˙ tlI

t】 I˛ collflict and tri'1I” ph of Christianity over paganisl'' aIId

sin.

Before tlle days of Christianity the dragon "'as a matter of

belief atnotlg ot'r atlcestors and tlle SaxoⅡ s and A'Igles who
illvaded BI'itaill bore it as a device on their shield$ and ban —

IIers. AInong the Celts it was tlle sy'1Ibol of sovereigilty, alild

Tennysoll has sl10"'n a trtle historic se11se in givillg it a pI˙ o—

lIIi● ent place iti the ''Cotliing of Arthur. 
’
 

’
 I∶
] this collnectiotl

I call1Iot resist tlle telllptation to quote that scene which d(:—

scribes Ilow tlle two IIIagicians, Bleys aⅡ d Merliii, went to get

tlle babe a!1d the˙  vision whicll accou'panied hiτ n T】 le poe'
tells us ho"' thev

‘
 'Descei'ding thI'o’ the dismal tlight· 一a night

In which the bouilds of heavell and earth "IeI˙ e lost—

Belleld, so higLl upotl the dreal'y deeps

It seem:d in heave'I, a ship, the 뇨̧ape thereof
A dragon wing’ d, aⅡ d alI 'roIIl steIIl tㅇ  sterll
Brigllt with a shiiling people on the decks.

Aild gotle as soo●  as seeil. Aud the11 the two

I)ropt to the cove, atld ''¨ tc뇨’d the great sea faⅡ ,

',
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Wave afteτ  wavc, each miglltier thatl the last,

TII1 Iast, a ㅍillth otle, gatheriilg llalf tlle deep

Atld ftill of voices, s1owly rose aⅡ d pluⅡ ged
Roaritlg, and alI the wη ve w¸s ill a name :

∶

'nd dowil tIIe wave atid ili tlle 
且aIIle was bor● e

A naked babe, aild rode to Merlin’ s feet,

Who stooped alld caught the babe, aild cτ ied 
‘‘
The Kiog! ’’

Here we have ill this pict're the sea. the storm, tlle dragoil—

shaped boat, the Ⅱatne alld roaring, all attendant uI,otl a γ̇oya1
babe destilled to becotlle a warrioτ , kitlg and sage. It is but a

poet's fatlcy, atld yet it is a ctlrious coiIIcide''ce that itI a laiid

like κorea which holds to the dragotl cult a tiative writer

would have dealt with a like evellt itl atl almost ideiltical InaⅡ —

ller. This failcy TeIIIIYSo●  iIIaintaitls, !IIaking the dragotls

' 'the goldeII dτ agoⅡ of Britaitl, ’’
 the embletl1 of Arthtir’  s kiiig·

ship. At,d atlloIIg t뇨 e Koreans Ile is tIIe etnbleτn of τoyalty.

He is the iillperial beast αIld i" the legendary origiii of sotrle

of tlle dytlasties he appears as a p【 ogenitor of t)le royal liile.

Iti tlle presetlt— d'y ●llytllolo中 ca1 1ore of the Koreatl sha·

matls the dragoils are regarded as actua1 livitlg beasts alld

earth, air, aiild sea as iiihabited by them. A practical iⅡ ustra·

tioiI of this superstitio" may be fouIId i,l t"aily of the citie,

and sectioils of the country. Here iiI Seoul, if you go otit by

tlle Nortli· East Gate, you wi11 'tld a place wheye t뇨e road goes

ove’˙
 a ridge of laild aild is paved with 'at stones, the reason

beitig t뇨 at tllis ridge is really a dragoiil’ s backbotle aild tllat

tlIe sclimiog of the people’
 s feet over t)le tIIoilster’

s back paiiled

aⅡd atlgered hiiil so that he ḣad to be eIIcΔsod itl stolle.

Like the tok— g¼bi (goblimj, the dragotl is t'e favouτ ite theille

of tlle story— teUers, atld 뇨e is otle of the stock features iii most

KoreΔtl ●ovels. He geㅁ er섧ly appears as tlle herald of the

birth of soille tIIarvellous chⅡ d and a11 Koreans to-day regard a

drea●I oτ  a visio● of a dragotl as atl otlleil of the very best

import. I thitlk that ,tlost Koreails believe i●  뇨is actual
existetlee atld oue io eyery te●  Koreatls you tlleεt a'¸

'wheτ
e

i● t뇨e la'd would probably dodli‘ e tllat at some time i●  his

life lie llad seeⅡ  a dragoo.

Tlle bulwarkξ  of this 'i'cy are the ḩa,ilaos. T뇨 ey foster

the belief i' the dragotl alid mak∈  hi따  ail imp●rta● t part of

their teae뇨 iilgs. They llave 

‘

 gpecial cereilloㅍ ial for pI'op:tia·
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tion know'' as the Yo''g— siⅡ Kut (龍神 ). Dragoα  Service, aod
this is ofteii performed iⅡ  titl'es of drought. For tlle dragoII

w뇨etl angry slluts tip the sky and withhotds the rain. Sotlle·

titlles death by drowniilg is attributed tㅇ  the a1'ger of tlle Yong

aild tllell a pI'i˛ 'ate kut wlll be lleld by the I˙ elatives of tlle dead

tㅇ appease the mousteτ . Thus this t"onster, part fish, part

reptile, part bird and part bea$t, illspires ttle Koreall with fear

and reveretlce. 
 ̇His is a favourite naIIIe foI Korean childreo

alld to hiltl they are often sold. IiI selli'g chⅡ dren to the
Yollg the pare】】ts wi‖ take tUe child to the we11, ㅇr a river’ s

bailk aud there, 'vith offeriI'g a● d wors1'ip, dedicate hi'n to

the dragon. I●¡roㅍ1 that tiIIle o'】  the child¸  whether boy or
girl, will be kIIowII as soI● e kiIId of a dragoII. The large

number of 
‘‘
dragon’ ’

 chⅡ
drel' a'ㅍ ong the KoI˙ eans indicates

how popular is 뇨i$ worsh【 p·

This fIni● ,1Ies o'lr review of the spirits who Iuay be folind

at the various shritles throughout Korea. We llave selected

otIIy a few of the IT10re colnmo'l ones a''d besides those we

have me,ltioned t뇨 ere aτ e tl】 ultittldes of ot뇨 ers bdieved in atld

'''orshipped thτ
olighout the couⅡ  try. Tlle task of describing

the!'l wotlld be aiI eIIdless one.

But Shainanisill coi끄 es n1 IIcl1 cIoser tㅇ  the Korea'1 tllai'

these shri'les about his towlils and hamlets and ㎀ong his roads.

It e'lters his l10Ille alld suI'roullds lliul tllere with its fancies so

that day aild night he is ever in the presetlce of tlle embleiIIs c)f

this spirit doIIIinion. It is true we 요i'd tlo '‘ god—shelves’ ’
 iiI

the lIouse, but the gods are there jtist tlle same, atld if you eiiter

the house you wiⅡ find that for a small iㄲ tid htlt tlle average

Korean IIouse llas ail over— stipply of superllatuτ a1 occupaots.

These I1ousehold gods are a part of every KoreΔ tl house, αs

●IIttcll ㅇf the aristocra˛ ic gelltleman ’s abode as of tlle 1ow·

borl, coolie’ s Iltlt. ㄳ/hⅡ e tlleτ e 'nαy be nㅇ  '‘ god— shelf’
 

’
 iIl a

Korea’
' house yet no Korean (''!lless lle were a Chτ

istia I')

would think of purchasiug a house without 요rst ellqui‘ illg of

t뇨e owtler t뇨 e naㅍ
'es atld cha’

'acter of the 
‘‘gods’’

 of tlle:뇨
ouse.

For whetl a Koreatl moves f【 om ol'e house to ai1other he does

I'ot take his gods witll 뇨iⅡ1 but passes frolll the domiliiotl of

the gods of the house he has left to that of the gods of the

house to wllicll lle removes. TIIis of course a珏 ects ttle price of

Christiaiil houses iu the rural districts, for tlley aI'e tlot as
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d esirible for pagatl puτchaseτ s as those ii1 wllicll tlle house

gods have tlot been distuτ bed. A pagaii havil1g fouild out the

gods or demo!1s of t)le house Ile ilas purchased will be careftil

to tnake oEeτ iI'gs to theIII all, but if for sonle unktlown cause

oIle of his fatnil,· falls sick he wil1 seek tlle former o'ν tier atld

find out agaitl the gods of the place atld coτ npare it witll his

list so as to be sure lle IIas not omitted one in his oflerings.

Anlol● g these housellold Iares of the Koreans the chief one is

Io. TIle Song· ju (成造 ). The S˛ng·jo is the ruler of the

Korean ’
 s ho''se, the spiritual !najor— domo of the e∶ Itire es·

tablishineIIt. His fetich is ensIIriIIed on the frarⅡ e of tIIe

house as soo'l as the beams are set up and from that da,’  he is

1ord of all who dwell within and their weal or woe is subject

to his whiln. His fetich consists of blailk sheets of paper and

a sIna11 bag of τice, wllich αre hting frotl' the ridge. beam ㅇf the

principal rootn一 generally the li vi'g— I'oom o‘  the house. This

feticll is charged with protecti● g tlle faIIIIly from al】  misfor·

tutle alld especially froⅡ
' amictioll at the hands of the demons.

TIIe Song— ju is set up at t뇨 e titㅍ e of the erectiott of tlle house

after tlle fo‖ owitlg inaㅍ iler. After the site is graded and the

fraⅢ ework of the house erected, a pause is Inade in the co!'—

structio●  utitil a lucky dα y can be found for etlshrining the

spiτit. Slleets of ordiⅡ ary paper aⅡ d a bag of rice coutainiug

as matly spooilf'1s of τice as tlle owtler is years old are

fastelled to tlle ridge 'tld prayeτ aⅡd worship offered. TIIe

coIlstτ uctioⅡ of the llouse thetl cotltinues u''til completed, when

a●other lttcky day is selected aild a IⅡ u.dang shatliail is called

to preside. A Kut (萎神 ) or Grand Ceremo● y is 뇨dd by
her. A large sacτ ifice of food is prepared alld atl elaborate

ritual golle through witll ulltⅡ  the I” udang has worked tler·

self up to tIIe proper pitch of frenzy. She theil 무eizes a

wa●d, called the Sδ ilg·ju watld, whicll eilables her to seek the

Sδ ilg— jii, he havitlg atrived by t뇨 is tiine. Wlleil found he

perclles o● t뇨e watld atld drηgs her back to the fetich, illto which

slle i● troduces him by viole● tly sllakiⅡ g the 6tick a'd beatiilg

rou'd about the fetich. He is supposed tlow to feed otl t)le

feast for a time, .after whi●
' t뇨

e food is p˛ ssed out to the as—

SeIIIbled guests wlio dispose of the illaterial substailce of the

tea“ , the Sδㅁg¸
' co●

te● ting hi,IIsdf with the ●pirit”●l

essetlce of it. The Song·ju tllus becomes the cllief protector
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of the hotise and every ililtllate Iives i[' coI'stant a'lxiety of of—

fending 뇨iㅍ1. The chlldl˙ eII are carefullv taught IIot to tread
on the tI1τ eshold. fㅇ τ that is tleadiIig oll his neck ; and ",hell

’

 meal is eaten in the inoer rool1' all parti∈ s ale caI˙ eftll so tㅇ

place their tables that they ''’ ill "ot be eating facitlg the

fetich. This ,,’ ould anger hiin a●d cause hinl to amict so【 ne
n'ember of the IIo'1se)1old.

Tbe S⌒ 1'g— j'' is 'vorshipped eacl1 sprirg aI'd a''tunln iII

COIㄲ i110u ''ith otheτ  1'otl5ehold gods, the spI· i!' g sacrifice being
(' petition foI' a year of prosperity, αnd the autti'1''1 oi'e being

itl the ilature of a Thanksgiving or Harvest Ho【 ne Festiva1.
1 I. The T˙ j̧u (土土). Ranki1lg next to the Sι

'ng—
ju i''

iluportance is the T 'δ·ju or Lord of the Site. T1'is deㅍ]on r←
presents a phase i,l that great systeiII of Ealt11 SpiI'its of which

tlle SaI】  Sil', a'Id T'⌒ -j i· ji.si'' are parts. The Koreans theln—

sdves can give no coherent expla1]ation of ti1으 'pirit oI his
fetich, any I끄 ore tLan that it is the ctlstoㅍ1 to have otle. The
fetich consists of a b''i'dle of stra'ν  sct up like a bootl1 oII three

sticks. It varies i'' height froln one to three or four feet. Or—

di''arⅱ y this is all, ')ut soli1etimes the¸ ' colnbi● e wi"l it the δρ—
jι

' 
ㅇr God of Lt'ck, who is represe!Ited by arice po' with sotl● e
grai'I in it, so that the t"o spirits conjoi'led illake o!'e fetich

at'd are worshil)ped together. The fetich of the T‘

‘

,-ju is not

set up iIIlnlediately after the erectiol] of the house, bot oII the

occasioil of celebratiIIg the first great spirit fo:e aftel˙ ward.
It is tIIeη

.set ttp in a clean spot back ㅇf the house.

I2. Op— ju (業土). T1'is is the symbol of one of the
cardinal features of Shaman ism, tlan】 ely lud<. As faI aS IIIY

sttldy has go!Ie I cati'ㅇ t avoid the conclusion tllat t)Ie idpa of

blessing or grace, tIIat is, the kindly favour of the deity be·

stowed out of pu:'e Iove and kiiidness otl llis childIen, is not

kno'˙ iI. ShaIIIanisⅡ 1 does not rise to this high Ievel, but

reⅡ IaiI's dowㅍ o'I the Iower le'’ el of Iuck and iUㅓ uck as the
cllief good or evll flowing from theiτ  deities. It 's tτ ue that
the Koreans ltave a!' expressioll called the O Pok— Five Bles·
sings, viz. loilgevity, cllⅡ dreo, rallk, wedth, a"d a peaceful
death. but that is a purely Confucian idea. SI】 anlatlisln con—
cerns itself with luck a1]d Ⅲㅓtlck. "Yhetl all things go we11.

then the spirits are bestowing 1'1ck on the family ; when thi"숲 s

go badly, Iuck has beeil witlldrawll αnd illㅓ uck takes its place.
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The Op— ju stallds for this luck, fate or fortlitle of tlle

faㅍ
'ily. SoIIletiuies tliere will be a house or shallty buⅡ

t for

him, ktlowII as tllE op— jip, or solii]etiⅢ es lle wi11 be confitled to

the feticll of t뇨 e T‘δ·ju as above iildicated. Ordinaril¸ , lle llas

a fetich of his owu collsistiug of a straw booth like that of the

T·δ-j 'i. but cotltaiuitlg aII eaI˙theu jar oI˙ pot with rice, graiㅍ  or
bealls in it, aIId soll】 etiㅍles a stl'all stδ ne. This fetic)l is woτ—

sllipped regular1,’ , spritlg and autui11tl, aild at otllel' times as

1:uck ti'ay seeㅍ 1 to de'l'aⅡ d.

Oile very itlteresting featul'e of t뇨 is Op— ju is tlle idea of

the illascot, which is cleaτ ly held by the Koreails. The mascot

in Korea is a peτ soI, or auilllal attached to the Oρ -jti, aild

through hilu to t뇨 e faⅢ ily, aⅡ d is thought to briilg good luck.

There are a '' unlber of the● e !nascots, as the ㅇp—ku:rUtlgi or

luck serpeilt ; the op— d표—a—ji or lllck pig ; the δp· jok— j 효—bi
ㅇr luck weasel ; the iu.δ p or ludζ -child. As a geileral thiilg

tllis luck tnascot is ㅍot an actual tailgible thiilg of 丑esh atld

boiles, but aⅡ  imu】 atelial fatlc,’  or form tllat Ilattnts the house·

llolder’ s dreaills, visititlg llim i!】  llis sleep wit뇨  its pτ omises of

better thiilgs. SoI끄 etii끄 es, however, in the case of a snake or a

weasel, it ttlay beco【끄e the actual beast itself, alld the presence

of a soake at a Korea●  ho"se is IIot at all an occasioti for alaτ uI

but ratheτ  bf rejoiciⅡ g aIId gladliless. This questioll of sacl'ed

atliillals, llowever, co●】es tip properly uIIder the a'imistic wor—

sllip of Shamanisul.

i3. The K¤ l.ip (乞粒 ). If vou look sbarply about t1'e
eiiltτa''ce of a Koτ eail house you will gellerally 丘●d hallgiⅡ g ii1

a dalk corner, a butldle colilsisti●g of aiI old cast-off saudJ or

two, soiIIe moliloy otl a strillg, a coolie’ s 뇨at, all old 뇨ead of a

요sh, etc. T뇨 is is the fetich of tlle KⅢ -ip or Messeilgeτ  ̇of

the Gods of the Hot● se. He has cII¸ rge of tlle outside fortl”
'es

of the famⅡ y aild ruIls erratlds foτ  tlle spirits. The hat is

part of his costutiie ; the shoes are for his jour'ey, aud tlle

tllotley and t뇨 e tliotldy—strillg is for llis travelliIIg fulids.

I 4. The Mu● :뇨δ-ji.si. (F, 戶之  神 ). T뇨 is spiτ it guards

the etitl'atlce to t뇨 e 뇨ouse atld is a so" of a spiritual gatema● ,

His fetic)l ooiilsists of the hat atld surplioe of a yaㅍ
'etl r'1●

 ●εr

aild hallgs itI the ġate oτ  eiit'aⅡ ce. ̇

’

5. T뇨e Yok—sio (疫神 ). This is the dreaded Mia— IIla o'

Smα ll·pox God. It is the belief of the Koro” ls tllτt sma‖˜
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pox is a species of detl● oiliacal possessioo. IiI fact, a dose

stㅍ dy of theil˙ Ⅲedical theories wi11 reveal tlle fact tllat they

regard all disease as either d˛ 】

’
'oniacal possession oτ

 else due

to dettlotliacal io'uence. Atld iⅡ this lies the great power of

thq shaIIIa● s. They are the I˙ eaI doctorξ  of the laod as far as

practical ptirposes go, atld, tIIoυ glI tlley do ●ot deal ill tI'edici'Ie.

tlley are populally regarded as far Il'ore powerful agetlts in

e珏ectitlg a cure than the druggist or doctor. A ㅠ’eI1.inforilled

native litel˙ atlis said to I끄 e that it is safe to estimate that of

all the Inoney speilt on sick folk in Korca seveilty or eighty

per cetlt. goes to the shamolls.

Tlle Ma— II,a $pirit is gei,erall,' represented iiI the room of

a sic‘ persoil by a cleail tnat upotl which stalids a stIIall table

carryiog a bowl of fresll, p'1re water. This τeillains duritlg

the period of tlle sickoess aiid is not retlioved ttⅡ til the disease

leaves tlle I,atieilt. If at a,ly tiiIIe tlle diseη se becomes dai'·

geτotls tlle pareilts or rditives of the sick persotl will appeal

befo‘e this table atld take se˙ veτal tIIotlthfuls of water, utteτ ill g

a prayer between each tㅍ outhftil for the recovery of the

patietlt. The same ceτ etIIo● ly ttiay be obser'˙ ed at a weU or a

spring. The persotl amicted with a yok— sio is supposed to be

peculiarly susceptible to the pains a● d hardships of persons

who coine tlear hiill. Thus it is said tllat if cllail· coolies

co"'e it,side tlle coinpoulld of a house where a persoii llas the

stllall· pox, the patietlt wiⅡ  illliIIediately ℃omplain of a pain
over the shotilders, although he may tlot kiIow that there are

atly cliair-ooolies Ⅱear 뇨ittl.

∶6. The Ch← o●g (除倆 ), Huinau E伍 gy. Ea●h New
Year t뇨e KoreaⅡ s tnantifactul'e otlt of straw e伍gies which
they tise to carry awαy the bad luck of the house. You will

flild thetll al1 ove●  the couiltry throw,i out in the fields oτ

aloilg tlle roads. Ofte●  yo' wiⅡ filld a piece of ttloil¿ y tied to

theτil. This is the bribe givetl to the eff,gy to carry away th￡

i11.foτtuue. The e伍 gy is also tlsed at other tit● es i● cotlnec—
tioil ,vitll sick● Iess, beitlg dod iil the ãrmeiltiof the gick
pergo,l a,id bⅱ bed to qarη I aw미y t뇨e diseaα

“

 :
I7. T뇨e Sam Sio (三 神 ), Cod of Nativit,∶ This is a

popular spirit iil most Koreati llouseholds atld is 'epreseiited

by a feti●ll cotlsistiilg of a gourd ai,d a st● aU :bag of rice. It

i¸ supposed to preside ove‘  coticeptio,i alld:˙
 bi:ⅱ
1, a●d to

Tㅍo SPI RIT WoRSHIP oF THE KOREANS.

i’

'●

) ¡
: I

: '!

Ι:
! 1:

I'

:!

I ㅣ

Ⅰ:
! 'i

i I:

: :' I



TH끄  SPIRIT WoRSㅍ II, oΓ TIIE KoRoΛ Ns.

detertlline the posterity of eacb housEhold. It is also slipp㎰ ed

to detertlliile sex, aud tllitigate or i'1cτ ease the paios of cllild—

birth. Wheil a child is borll illto a κorean hotue the l10ttse

iS iIIIIliediately shut up to all visitol˙ s for a period varyillg

from thI'ee to t'vent, ·otle days. Thi5 is iil ho● our of t뇨e Saill

Sill al】 d to exclude froIII llis sight all defil우 d persons such as

ㅍ1ourner¸ . Get)eraUy a straw rope is stτ etched across the

door to bar eiltτ atlce. If Ⅱlis rope is decorated with red peppers

it indicates that the new.borll chⅡ d is a boy ; if decol'ated

with piue· tree sprigs, th't it is a girl.

These few notes 'vill give sottle idea of the cllaracter

of the spirit· gods of Korean shaIIlanistl1. Tl,ey aI˙ e a

Ⅱ,otle)˙ cre'v, a di5IllJ coIㅍ pa''y. What IIlust be tlle 우olldi—

tioo of lIIi!'d aild heart ∏'뇨 ich cotlti1lues utlder their dotilinioll

and in t뇨 eir service' But tllis is tlle religioII of the Korea!

home a1'd these gods are found ii】 every house, tIot Christiatl.

iII KoI˙ ea. TI'e koleall is borll uIIder tlleir infltlence or evell

n1α y think hilllsdf to be their oΠ spring oτ  iIIcarilation. He

is consecratcd to theㅍ l ill childll∝㏅ , grows tip aⅢ id theτ Il and

they retIIain i'l u'b¨ oken toucll with hitn fIotn the molllent

Ile sees life ti'ItⅡ  the dods cover 1Ii!n ill llis last 1o''g ⅲeep iI'

:높t 퉁:힐
jih.Th:1ξ

硅 뚜  百 iYr⅝:TFξ ⅛ξ :Bξ⅜

=i쵸

'':∶

the trees, otl tlle rocks, in t뇨 e nlouiltains, valleys aild streams.

They keep hitll uoder a collstant espionage day alld oigllt.

OIIce I was coil● pelled to ttavel tllrough the night. 1t was

cold aild dark alld Illy coolies puslled otl awed and silent.

,*bout two o’ dock in the mor'itlg a distailt cock’ s crow rang

out clear aα d distiuct, when the IIleu a11 drew a sig뇨  of Ielief

and nluriinured their gratitude. On ioquiτ y for the I˙easoII of

:1喆
h≡
 뇨ξ  :̇돕l:뇨::r∶{:∫YO쵸

Sc壬

器 ∵ ξ⅝

a:묘
 빎 ::

tt''cotnfortable oo● dition of IIlilld itl which he passes his days,

〔oτ they are all about hi” , tlley dauce ill front of hitl● l, foⅡ ow
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for t뇨 ere the,’
 are plastered iⅡ to or pinllod otI the wa11s or tied

to t1¡ e beams. Their fetiches co,Ifτ otlt him i●  t뇨 e eiltra● ce,

a●d the,e is a whole τow of tlleill’  bαck of the house. Theiτ

ubiqtiity is 'o Iigly travesty of the omllipresellce of God.
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