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“The Ant and the Grasshopper” by Somerset Maugham 
Compare and contrast this story to the Aesop’s fable and explain the reason behind the differences. 
-------------------------------------------------------------
‘It is the best to prepare for the days of necessity’ versus ‘it’s the best to do what you feel like to right now’. It seemed the difference between  “The Ant and the Grasshopper” by Aesop and Somerset Maugham is this. However I think there are 3 things that made hard to accept them as simple two stories, which talked about persistency with the contrary. First because the story teller was on the George’s side and we were too I supposed. Second because the actual end didn’t seem good for Tom and not too bad for George either. The last, Aesop’s tale is too old to be adopt this multi-value society. And so on Somerset Maugham’s two opposite characters are too patterned that we need to mix them.
This story started with a sentence ‘When I was a very small boy’; and, there was a teller who was an old friend of George and Tom. I believe he must be a kind of George type person but he envy Tom’s liberal way of living since he felt compassionate about George in the story and talked George was so poor. He described George as the one very diligent person with a sense of responsibility but Tom as the easy-going person with great charm. I automatically followed his view because it made me feel natural but I got to know I was brain washed to live like George when I was an elementary school student. We were given no opportunity to make a thought why Ant’s way or Grasshopper’s way were good or bad. Comparing to Aesop’s tale was written on an omniscience and omnipotence view of point, we could imagine one other ‘The Ant and the Grasshopper’, which described Tom as a poor one and George as a good end.

And the second, I didn’t think Tom was lucky and happy. He became engaged to a wealthy woman old enough to be his mother. Then she died and left him everything she had. Tom seemed a man hooker. I know a beautiful woman who was married with a very old and ugly but rich man. (She was my best friend’s girlfriend my friend told her “you sold your self” and she answered “I know but I can endure it”) Tom was just like the girl. Moreover Tom was diligent in his field. Tom always looked as if he had just stopped out of a bandbox. The teller said “I never lent him fifty pounds without feeling that I was in his debt”. In my opinion Tom was an entertainer and the teller paid for enjoying his incredible charm. On the other hand George. He’s too patterned and seemed dull. However he had one very happy family with good reputation. Even though He was pissed off at the end his life seem not bad compared to his young brother. Tom followed his nature and George did too. So, the both were OK, Not only if George wanted the Aesop’s tale’s end; Tom should have been dead like grasshopper. 

Moreover Aesop’s tale is too old to be adopted to this complex world. Although Somerset Maugham’s story seemed to be old too it’s not as old as Aesop’s.
‘The later version of Ants and the Grasshopper’ it talks about how people should live. Tom and George who are living in same time but staying in different areas that are an area of duty of work and leisure. In this modern world, we have to spend a lot of time for making money; usually labor work but we should have time to enjoy our selves. These should go together since each one reflects the other. Tom is only interested in enjoying himself. George is very diligent about all the charges on him. His life even seems plane. Every people has George’s and Tom’s characteristic and there is no absolute good or evil, right and wrong, guilt and innocent. Over the thousands years Aesop’s story have taught how to live. However the society became complex more and more and lots of different values exist together. Thus we can’t simply accept it. So I change the old Aesop’s tale a little 

In a field one summer's day a Grasshopper was hopping about, chirping and singing to its heart's content. An Ant passed by, bearing along with great toil an ear of corn he was taking to the nest. 
"Why not come and chat with me," said the Grasshopper," instead of toiling and moiling in that way?" "I am helping to lay up food for the winter," said the Ant, "and recommend you to do the same." 
"Why bother about winter?" said the Grasshopper; we have got plenty of food at present." And the Ant came chat with grass hopper talked about how hard his work was. Grasshopper give comfort to Ant. And they got to understand each other. After then while the ant was working grasshopper sang. When the winter came the Grasshopper had no food but it saw the ant distributing every day corn and grain more then enough since grasshopper reduced his stress. Then they got to know ‘It is best to understand each other’s nature’.

