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Political parties in the United States are almost entirely free of the
party discipline that characterizes political parties in Europe and Asia. It
1s not necessary to make an application to join the party; there are no
membership dues; party leaders cannot expel a member. A logician
seeking a rational party system would be quite disgusted with political
parties in the United States. He or she would probably wonder why the
system does not collapse of its own imperfections.

But the test of any social institution, of course, is how well it works.
By this criterion, the American party system works very well indeed. It
is able to reconcile the considerable sectional difference and interests that
exist in this vast country. It seems to permit national uniformity where
national uniformity is desirable and sectionalism where sectionalism is
desirable. In times of national peril, minor differences are forgotten, and
the parties unite to work together for the national good. Under the
two—party system, a stalemate does not occur after an election. One party
or the other wins control of each house. Bargaining, coalitions, and
compromises are the outcome: stalemates and governmental paralysis are
not. For all its defects, the American party system endures and shows no
sign of basic alteration.
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