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The Internet is splitting apart and becoming bordered. Far from flattening the
world, the Internet--its language, its contents, its norms--is conforming to local
conditions. The result is an Internet that differs among nations and regions that
are Increasingly separated by walls of bandwidth, language, and filters. This
bordered Internet reflects top-down pressures from governments that are
imposing national laws on the Internet within their borders. It also reflects
bottom-up pressures from individuals in different places who demand an Internet
that corresponds to local preferences, and from the web page operators and other
content providers who shape the Internet experience to satisfy these demands.

Many lament the death of the borderless Internet. Contrary to what many
expect, the geographically bordered Internet has many under-appreciated virtues.
Citizens want their government to prevent them from harming one another on
the Internet and to block Internet harms from abroad. Companies need a legal
environment that guarantees stability in the network and permits Internet
commerce to flourish. The bordered Internet accommodates real and important
differences among peoples in different places, and makes the Internet a more

effective and useful communication tool as a result. (20%4)
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History has vindicated the wisdom of Deng's strategy of gradualism in
economic reform. China’s ongoing transition to a market economy has been
accompanied by sustained high growth rates, a feat eluding countries that have
tried shock therapy. But time and again leaders have drawn back from political
reforms they knew were necessary, fearing that any relaxation of control would
uncork a torrent of demands from dissatisfied citizens, laid-off workers,
over-taxed peasants, outlawed religious groups and other aggrieved people.
Stability through repression has been preferred to building more open institutions
that could process society’s demands.

This short-sighted, put-out-the-fire approach to the challenges of social
change has exacted a heavy toll. The government is continuously condemned by
other countries for its draconian domestic policies. Worse, there has been a
deepening of social conflicts, as evidenced by the current wave of worker
protests in Liaoyang and elsewhere, that could be managed better by a more
open system. The party 1s often surprised by unrest because citizens have no

legitimate means of expression; grievances simmer until they explode. (207)
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An English mother recently complained that her eight-year-old son must
attend the local "board” school, roughly the equivalent of the American public
school. The boy's father was a clergyman in a parish in the laborer's section of
a medium-sized city, and the school was therefore attended largely by children
of laborers. "He 1s learning poor English from them,” complained his mother.
"The school is not suited to the needs of those who will attend university or
even a good secondary school. With what he learns there, our boy will certainly
never win a scholarship to a prestigious secondary school and probably will not
be able to pass the entrance examination anyway. We can't afford to send him

to another elementary school, so I'm afraid he'll never go to university.”




